St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

New Year’s Day
January 1, 2018
A Year of God’s Grace: Move Forward Boldly

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final verse

Father, Let Me Dedicate
Christian Worship 75

M:
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Eternal Son of God, on this day you were called Jesus, a name that proclaims you to be the
Savior of all people. Give us strength in this new year to live each day to the honor of your
name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Exodus 14:13-15

The LORD tells his people to move forward boldly instead of worrying about the dangers behind them.
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the
LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight
for you; you need only to be still.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 91 (see pg. 12)
We move forward boldly under the shadow of the Almighty God.

Second Lesson

James 4:13-17

We are able to move forward boldy when we remember that God is in control.
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there,
carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If
it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is
evil. Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Luke 2:21
We move forward boldly in the name of the Messiah: Jesus.

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel
had given him before he had been conceived.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
Christian Worship 76

Sermon

Exodus 14:13-15
A New Year in Jesus’ Name

Please stand
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Christian Worship 441

Please stand
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Prayer for Grace
M:
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this
new day and this new year. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day and
year we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what
is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Be seated

pg. 10

Closing Hymn

O Light of Gentile Nations
Christian Worship 78

Announcements
Postlude
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Psalm 91

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the LORD,
“He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” Refrain
You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day.
If you make the Most High your dwelling,
then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ

Head Usher

Matt Bahr

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Morning Praise. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 91” Tune reprinted from CGC-18 Psalms Together by Jane Marshall. © 1986 Choristers Guild.
Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin Sunday, January 7 at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Exodus
Taught by Dr. John Lawrenz in the Fellowship Hall
January 7 – April 8 (except January 28 & April 1)
It was the word Jesus selected to describe his coming death and resurrection on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Jesus connected what God did for “his son” Israel under Moses in Egypt with what the
only begotten Son was about to do for the whole world in Jerusalem. The night of the Passover speaks
to Jesus as the Lamb of God. The Red Sea passage is a precursor of the baptismal drowning of Satan
and the forces of evil. On Sinai Israel becomes God’s treasured possession. The book closes with the
planning, building and dedication of God’s dwelling place in spite of backsliding apostasy.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
A new class begins January 21
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christine doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend. Please note there will also be some week-night evening classes.
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