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Welcome to Worship! 
Christmas holidays mean family time, but that time isn't always pleasant. Sometimes Christmas 

dinners end in fights. Sometimes hurt feelings keep family from coming together during the 

holidays. The painful reality is that as sinners, we fail our families and our families fail us. God 

knows what that’s like. He, too, wanted his children to live in harmony as a family. Sin wrecked 

those family bonds, but God had a plan. God the Father sent Jesus to be his fully obedient son: 

perfect in obedience and unwavering in devotion. By coming to be the true Son of the Father, 

Jesus makes us redeemed sons and daughters—sons and daughters just like Jesus with the rights, 

relationship, and privileges of heirs. 

 

Worship Notes 
It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill your heart 

with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that Jesus Christ is our 

Savior from sin. 
 

If you need assistance with anything during worship—including large-print service folders and 

assisted listening devices—please ask one of our ushers. Restrooms are located at the far end of 

the entry area. Small children can be taken into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed during the worship service. Changing tables 

are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included with the 

service folder or located online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed cards may be placed in 

the baskets by the exit. 

 

Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the Lord’s 

Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for those who have 

publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests who are not members of WELS 

or ELS congregations to refrain from communion until such oneness can be established. We do 

not intend to be exclusive and unloving. Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of 

Scripture and further explore God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such 

“communion fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.  
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Circumcision & Name of Jesus 

January 1, 2023 
 

A Savior is Born to Be the True Son 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn All My Heart Again Rejoices 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 329 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand  
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the Highest Gloria in Excelsis 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis:  The Gloria in Excelsis begins with an echo of the angels’ joyful proclamation 

the night of Jesus’ birth. On that night, their praise gave voice to the good news that the Son of God 

had come in the flesh. Ever since, the Church continues to rejoice in this miracle of our salvation. 

These opening words are followed by a hymn of praise, glory, and thanks to the triune God. The 

focus is on the incarnate Son of God, the one who is the object of our worship and praise: the only-

begotten Son, the Lamb of God, the only Son of the Father.  
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. 
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

  

Eternal Son of God, on this day you were called Jesus, a name that proclaims you to be the Savior 

of all people. Give us strength in the new year to live each day to the honor of your name; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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First Reading Numbers 6:22–27 
Aaron was to bless the Israelites in the name of the LORD – the one who would send his true Son. 

 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say 

to them: 

“ ‘ “The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ’ 

 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 8 
 

 

 
  

When I consider your heavens, the work of your / fingers,  

   the moon and the stars, which you have / set in place, 

what is a human being that you are mind- / ful of him,  

   a Son of Man that you / care for him?   Refrain 

  

You have made him a little lower than the / angels  

   and crowned him with glory and / honor. 

You made him ruler over the works / of your hands;  

   you put everything un- / der his feet. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain  



pg. 8 

 

Second Reading Galatians 3:23–29 
Through God's true Son, we too are sons and daughters of God. 

 

 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith 

that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might 

be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 

 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then 

you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:21 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins. 

Alleluia.  

 

 

 
 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services.  
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971  
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Gospel Luke 2:21 
On the eighth day, God's true Son was given his name: Jesus, rescuer. 

 

 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the 

angel had given him before he was conceived. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 
Christian Worship 496 

 

Sermon Numbers 6:22-27 
A Powerful Blessing of Preservation, Pardon, and Peace 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the world in which we live. 

You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 

our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

Signs all around us warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 

your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry our crosses with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 

them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting 

joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 

afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 

mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to 

accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for 

the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering electronically or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or 

visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose wonderful and 

mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts 

the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 
 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 

your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from 

sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our 

faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us 

to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to 

your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God Agnus Dei 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of shared belief. 

Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain 

from receiving the Lord’s Supper until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our 

pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles. Grape 

juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. Personal 

prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder.  

 

Distribution Hymns What Child Is This 
Christian Worship 344 

 

 Let All Together Praise Our God 
Christian Worship 355 

 

 Draw Near 
Christian Worship 662  
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The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 

Go  in peace. 

 

Please stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
Christian Worship 332 

 

Announcements 
 

Postlude  
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you 

will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your 

blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 
Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope, and 

strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread. Enable me 

to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of New Year’s 

  

M 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11 1 John 8:12-20 

T Ephesians 5:8-14 Acts 11:1-18 

W 1 John 2:7-11 John 9:1-12 

R 1 John 1:5-10 John 9:24-39 

F John 3:16-21 Matthew 5:13-16 

S 1 John 2:12-17 Revelation 21:9-12, 21-27 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Schwartz 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musician Lisa Eggebrecht, organ 

 

Communion Assistants Caleb Kuether & Larry Totsky (8:00 a.m.) 

 Mike Swenson & Scott Uecker (10:30 a.m.) 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Bob Schoeneck, recently released home again after a period of recuperation in the skilled 

care center. 
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Parents’ Preview for January 8 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: 
a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is  
that parents will teach this portion of the service to their children at home  

during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

A King on High Is Reigning 

Psalm 72 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

Tune: Public domain  
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Sunday Morning Bible Study  
A new Sunday morning Bible study begins  

next Sunday, January 8, at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Knowing Jesus Better 
Taught by Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

His is indeed “the greatest story ever told.” This six-week Bible study will focus on  

the life of Christ up until Holy Week using a topical rather than chronological approach.   

We will seek to know Jesus better through an examination of the land that he lived in,  

the claims he made about himself, the miracles he performed, the people that surrounded him, 

and the great events that define the Christian faith—all of which will renew and deepen  

our appreciation for the One who loves us with an everlasting love. 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Joel Schwartz 
joel.schwartz@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


