St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Third Sunday After the Epiphany
January 20 & 21, 2018
Secrets of the Savior: A secret calling by the Word

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

I Hear the Savior Calling
Christian Worship 560

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority.
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted,
bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

1 Kings 19:19-21
The Lord calls Elisha to leave his possessions and family and follow him.

So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of
oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around
him. Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother good-by,” he said,
“and then I will come with you.”
“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”
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So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow
Elijah and became his attendant.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 62
God calls us to rely on him as our rock and our salvation.

My soul finds rest in God alone;
my salvation comes from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation;
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;
my hope comes from him.
Refrain
Though your riches increase,
do not set your heart on them.
My salvation and my honor depend on God;
he is my mighty rock, my refuge.
Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson

Acts 13:1-5
The Holy Spirit calls Saul and Barnabas to proclaim the Word.

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius
of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and
sent them off.
The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there
to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.
John was with them as their helper.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching, and healing every disease.
Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

Jesus calls his first disciples to leave their fishing nets and follow him.
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”
At once they left their nets and followed him.
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired men and followed him.
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M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

In Darkest Night
arranged by William Braun

In darkest night the heavens declare your majesty,
Your wisdom, power, glory, and charm for all to see.
Where Abram gazed in wonder, we stand in awe today,
As stupefied and challenged as he by that display.
Still there, in all their splendor, the stars proclaim your might,
Still there your faithful promise beams love and life and light.
Then to this darkened planet you sent your Morning Star,
The Light of light from heaven, to lead us where you are;
From that Judean atom a constellation burst,
Each star a shining angel announcing peace on earth.
Look down with joy from heaven, dear God, be pleased to see,
Piercing our earthly darkness – your global galaxy!
Here shine as cheerful heralds, a sparkling diadem,
Announce Messiah’s coming at night in Bethlehem;
Reflect the love that made you and set you where you are,
That honored you and chose you to be a guiding star;
Entice the wise and wary to permanent domains,
That nightness new creation where God in glory reigns.
Hymn of the Day

O God from God, O Light from Light
Christian Worship 85

Sermon

1 Kings 19:19-21
There’s No Going Back

Please stand
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Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as
the Light of the world so that the world may have light and life through him. Therefore with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
All glory and splendor, thanks and praise are yours, O Lord, heavenly Father. You pierced the
gloomy darkness of sin and unbelief with the brilliant light of your Son. You guided the Magi
to worship the Christ and revealed the mystery of your eternal plan to save both Jew and
Gentile. You declared Jesus your beloved Son at the Jordan River and, with your Spirit, you
anointed him to be the Savior of all people.
Bless our reception of your Son’s body and blood that we may shine with the joy of faith. Use
this most holy Sacrament to illumine our lives and minds with Christ’s forgiveness, peace, and
comfort. Refresh our faith, and help us to reflect his truth and grace to the world. We ask this
that you may receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe and language and
people and nation.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 18 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke
Christian Worship 453
O Christ, Who Called the Twelve (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 770
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
Christian Worship 313

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 463

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday)
Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Jon Johnson, Dan Ebeling, Dave Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Keith Hackbarth, Dan Pollesch, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM)
Adam & Jenny Greggs, Paul Katzer and Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Holly Curtis, Lorna Leyrer, and Brian & Tracey Lampe (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Michael Schneider (Saturday)
Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Karen Hentz in thanks of blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Family and friends of Jonnelle Bukowski, the soul of whom God (in his grace and wisdom)
called home to himself this past Monday night. Plans for her Christian Victory Service are
pending. We ask God to comfort those who mourn this sudden loss with the blessed assurance
of an eternal reunion with all who, like Jonnelle, have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.

•

Dan Eick, hospitalized at Froedtert
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own
goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in
mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope,
and strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread.
Enable me to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen.
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Readings for the Week of Epiphany 3
Luke 4:22-30…………………………………………………Isaiah 19:19-25
Ephesians 3:1-12…….….……………………………………Acts 13:42-52
John 4:4-14………………………………………………….. John 4:15-26
John 4:27-42………………………………………………… Jonah 1 & 2
Romans 15:14-21…………………………………………….Jonah 3 & 4
Acts 15:7-12………………………………………………… Romans 11:13-22
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Parents’ Preview for January 28
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 1 Refrain

pg. 19

