St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exodus: The Gospel in the Old Testament: Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany
Mission and Ministry Sunday
January 27 & 28, 2018
Why Follow Jesus? He is all we need

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Built on the Rock
Christian Worship 529

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a

sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and
fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The words of the LORD’s greater prophet – Jesus – are all that is needed to obey God’s commands.
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You
must listen to him. For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore,
or we will die.”
The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command
him. If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to
account. But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say,
or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.”
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 1

The word of the Lord is all that is needed to produce abundant fruit.

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Refrain
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Second Lesson

Hebrews 3:1-6

Jesus’ faithfulness and sacrifice are all that is needed for God to live in us.
Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle
and high priest whom we confess. He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was
faithful in all God’s house. Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of a house has greater honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but God is the
builder of everything. Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be
said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on
to our courage and the hope of which we boast.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news.
Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Mark 1:21-28
Jesus’ command is all that is needed to drive out the evil spirit.

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to
teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as
the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried
out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are
– the Holy One of God!”
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The evil spirit shook the man violently and
came out of him with a shriek.
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching – and
with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.” News about him spread quickly
over the whole region of Galilee.
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Be seated
Anthem (Saturday)
Adult Handbell Choir

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
arranged by John Behnke

Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day.
Without your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.
Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
For you, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe.
For when your hand is guiding, in peace I go.
This Is My Father’s World
arranged by Larry Sue

Anthem (Sunday)
Junior Handbell Choir
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and ‘round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas – his hand the wonders wrought.
Hymn of the Day

Rise, Shine, You People
Christian Worship 556

Sermon

Hebrews 3:1-6
Our Mission and Ministry Defined

Please stand
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Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known to us and others. In love you
chose to exercise your greatest strength to serve us in our greatest need. You revealed the
brightness of your glory through humble deeds of love.
C:

Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your majesty and your ministry.

M:

You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your disciples and apostles. You also
call us to confidently follow you, diligently learn from you, and lovingly imitate you.

C:

Equip and empower us to serve as your witnesses and bring the light of your gospel to
many throughout the world.

M:

You revealed your glory through mighty signs and wonders. Assure us that you still rule all
things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good.

C:

Give us courage and compassion to relieve the distress of the hurting and to pray for all
according to their needs.
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow
M:

Preserve your truth among us, and by that truth preserve us until you appear in dazzling
splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven. Let our anticipation of that heavenly kingdom
increase our joy in all aspects of this earthly life.

C:

Hear us, O Light of the Gentiles and the Glory of Israel. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

How Firm a Foundation (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 768

Please stand
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give
Christian Worship 542

Announcements
WELS Connection

2017 Year in Review

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Parents’ Preview for February 4
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“When Peace Like a River” Refrain
(Christian Worship Supplement 760)
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Seminary Student Adam Marley (Saturday)
Pastor Kyle Bitter (Sunday)

Lectors

Pastor Eric Schroeder
Pastor Joshua Yu

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday)
Becky Lindenberg, flute (Saturday)

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Junior Handbell Choir Director
Head Ushers
Greeters

Julie Handeland

Mark Naumann (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)
Tim & Katie Lesperance and Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Jessica Gromacki, Kathryn Hendee and Jes & Susan Mariscal (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Tom Palubecki in memory of his wife Doris on the 67th
anniversary of their marriage and the blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Celia Beth Werner, daughter of Brian and Laura Werner, neé Hettwer, baptized following the
10:30 AM service.

•

Dan Eick, released from the hospital and now recovering at home.

•

Judy Lueck, scheduled for knee replacement surgery on Tuesday.

•

Friends and family of Jonnelle Bukowski, whose Christian Victory Service will be held at
4:00 PM Sunday afternoon, preceded by visitation from 2:00 – 4:00 PM.
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Readings for the Week of Epiphany 4
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Luke 12:22-33…..…………………………………….. Numbers 22:21-35
Jeremiah 8:4-7….….………………………………….. Exodus 14:19-31
Jeremiah 5:20-24……….………………………………Isaiah 30:18-26
Acts 28:1-6……….…………………………………… Daniel 6:19-28
Romans 7:14-25a…….………………………………...Genesis 9:8-17
Hosea 2:20-23.…………………………………………Isaiah 65:17-20a, 23-25
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