St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Epiphany
January 6 & 7, 2018
Secrets of the Savior: A secret hidden in plain sight

Prelude
Advent by Candlelight choir

Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven
by Keith & Kristyn Getty

Jesus, joy of the highest heaven,
Born as a little baby under a wondrous star.
Like us, crying, he takes his first breath
Held by his mother, helpless close to her beating heart.
Jesus, laid in a lowly manger, facing a world of dangers,
Come to turn me, a stranger, into a child of God.
Jesus, King of the highest heaven
Learning to take his first steps, that he might bring us life.
Like us, knowing our smiles and sorrows,
He showed the way to follow, a way that is true and right.
Jesus, take away ev’ry darkness, steady my simple footsteps
That I might, in your goodness, live as a child of God.
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Brightest and Best
Christian Worship 92

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

DIALOGUE FOR EPIPHANY
M:

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
Isaiah 53:1

C:

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally
to him.
Isaiah 11:10
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M:

God gave me the commission to present to you the word of God in its fullness –

C:

the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to
the saints.

M:

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery,

C:

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

M:

Because of our sinful nature, we fail to live according to the word of God presented to us.
Therefore, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Colossians 1:25-27

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Through the gospel, we are members of one body and sharers together in the promise in Christ
Jesus. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand
M:

God redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus,

C:

so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

Congregational Song of Praise

C:

Galatians 3:14

Hail, O Source of Every Blessing
Christian Worship 87

Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing, Father of our human race!
Gentiles now your grace possessing, in your courts obtain a place.
Grateful now, we fall before you, in your Church rejoice to live,
See your glory and adore you, thankful for the grace you give.
pg. 4

Once far off but now invited, we approach your sacred throne,
In your covenant united, reconciled, redeemed, made one.
Now revealed to eastern sages, see the star of mercy shine,
Myst’ry hid in former ages, myst’ry great of love divine.
Hail, O all inviting Savior! Gentiles now their off’rings bring,
In your temples seek your favor, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and King.
May we, body, soul, and spirit, live devoted to your praise,
Glorious realms of bliss inherit, grateful anthems ever raise.
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son.
Guide us also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly
glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ruth 4:13-17
Through Obed – an ancestor of the Savior – hope was revealed to Naomi.

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled her to
conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day
has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew
your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to
you than seven sons, has given him birth.”
Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for him. The women living there said,
“Naomi has a son.” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.



Ruth: Ruth is a Hebrew short story which focuses primarily on the private lives of one Israelite
family. The true faith of Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz is contrasted with the overwhelming unfaithfulness of
the Israelites during the time of the judges. For more information on Ruth, see pg. 42 of Understanding
Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Psalm of the Day
The King will be revealed to all peoples and will rule over all nations.

Endow the King with your justice, O God,
the royal Son with your righteousness.
He will defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy.
He will endure as long as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all generations.
He will be like rain falling on a mown field,
like showers watering the earth. Refrain
All kings will bow down to him,
and all nations will serve him.
All nations will be blessed through him,
and they will call him blessed.
Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.
May the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Psalm 72

Second Lesson

Ephesians 3:2-12
The Savior is revealed to all nations: both Jews and Gentiles.

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then,
you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.
This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of
one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his
power. Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now,
through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia.

Please stand

pg. 7

Gospel

Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi were led by a star to the revealing of the Savior.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
in the east and have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be
born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find
him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
Christian Worship 79

Sermon

Ruth 4:13-17
Ruth’s Epiphany Connection

Please stand
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Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Epiphany
M:
Lord Jesus Christ, you came bringing light and life and hope to a world that lies in spiritual
darkness and under the shadow of eternal death.
C:

As the Gentile wise men knelt and adored you, so we bow our hearts in praise to you, our
Savior and King.

M:

O holy Redeemer, you came once long ago to dwell for a time among men; come and
graciously find a permanent dwelling place in our hearts.

C:

Forgive our sins, and fill us with the joy and peace that comes through the sure hope of
everlasting life.
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M:

As the wise men brought you gifts in token of their worship, so may we present you with the
precious fruits of faith: our hearts filled with love for you, our lips ready to declare this love to
others,

C:

our hands willing to give help where it is needed, and our earthly treasures freely shared
with you and others.

M:

Savior of the nations, Light of the Gentiles, and the Glory of Israel, shine your bright gospel
beam of life and salvation into the farthest corners of the world and into the darkest recesses of
human hearts.

C:

Grant that people everywhere might be drawn to you and brought to the knowledge of
your saving truth.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Lead us at last out of this world of darkness to heaven, where we will live with saints and
angels in the light of your presence forever.

C:

We ask all these things in your name, Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the world who
shines in us.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 710
The People that in Darkness Sat
Christian Worship 90
Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
Christian Worship 312

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

O Jesus Christ, Light from Light, long ago you came into our dark world to deliver us from
eternal death. We give you thanks for coming us to today in Word and Sacrament. Through
these means of grace, give us the strength of heart and mind to proclaim your light to those still
living in darkness, that they might also be brought into your marvelous light; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (stanzas 1 & 3)
Christian Worship 84

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musician
Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Eric Sipe, organ
Bill Dittman, Kerry Kuehn, Cary Haakenson (8:00 am)
Dave Allerheiligen, Andrew Duncan, Adam Goede (10:30 am)
Rick Yahn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 am); Doug Knuth (10:30 am)
Mark & Jackie Bye, Deb Fitzsimmons, and John Frailing (8:00 am)
Bruce & Kari Ailey and Matt & Jenny Bahr (10:30 am)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Rick Yahn in memory of his father, Gerald Herbert Yahn, who
passed away December 27, and in gratefulness to the Savior for the eternal life he now enjoys
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank
you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and
repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me worthy to
partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here, cause me to
always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.
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Parents’ Preview for January 14
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy” stanza 1
(Christian Worship 294)
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin today at 9:15 am.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Exodus – The Gospel in the Old Testament
Taught by Dr. John Lawrenz in the Fellowship Hall
January 7 – April 8 (except January 28 & April 1)
It was the word Jesus selected to describe his coming death and resurrection on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Jesus connected what God did for “his son” Israel under Moses in Egypt with what the
only begotten Son was about to do for the whole world in Jerusalem. The night of the Passover speaks
to Jesus as the Lamb of God. The Red Sea passage is a precursor of the baptismal drowning of Satan
and the forces of evil. On Sinai Israel becomes God’s treasured possession. The book closes with the
planning, building and dedication of God’s dwelling place in spite of backsliding apostasy.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
A new class begins January 21
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christine doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend. Please note there will also be some week-night evening classes.

Readings for the Week of Epiphany
M
T
W
TH
F
S

1 Thessalonians 5:5-11…………………………………...1 John 8:12-20
Ephesians 5:8-14…….….………………………………..Acts 11:1-18
1 John 2:7-11……………………………………………..John 9:1-12
1 John 1:5-10……………………………………………..John 9:24-39
John 3:16-21...……………………………………………Matthew 5:13-16
1 John 2:12-17…………………………………………....Revelation 21:9-12, 21-27
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