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 Midweek Advent 1, November 30, 2016

Prophecy 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 
 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher.  Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.   

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor.  Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register.  Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the 

center aisle.  Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an 

usher. 
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Midweek Advent 1 

November 30, 2016 

 

God’s Kingdom is Coming: When God’s time is right. 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 23 

 

                                                           
 

 For midweek Advent services, we will use Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer liturgy   

(so named because it was composed while Haugen was musician-in-residence at Holden Village, a 

Lutheran retreat center in Washington State). This service is a quiet, devotional service, appropriate for 

the meditative and reflective emphasis of the Advent season.  During Advent, we ponder how God 

came down from heaven to earth in the form of a little child to redeem the world from sin, death, and 

the power of the devil.  May God bless your prayer and meditation during this Advent season. 
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L: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe – from old you have led your people by night and day. 

May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are 

the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 
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Be seated 

 

 

  O God, I call to you, come to me now; 

  O hear my voice when I cry to you.  Refrain 

 

  Keep watch within me, God; 

  Deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright.  Refrain 

 

  All praise to the God of all – Creator of life; 

  All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love.  Refrain 

 

  Silence for meditation 

 

L:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and fill 

us, so that in union with all creation we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 

 

All:  Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson Matthew 24:36-44 

 

 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days 

before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 

entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 

away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be 
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taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 

left. 

 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 

would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, 

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

 

L:  The Light shines in the darkness, 

 

All:  And the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Response to the Word (3:30 PM) Hark, the Glad Sound 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Susan Geschke 

 

 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,  

 The Savior promised long; 

 Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

 And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

 He comes the captives to release, 

 In Satan’s prison held. 

 The gates of brass before him burst; 

 The iron fetters yield. 

 

 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

 Your welcome shall proclaim, 

 And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

 With your beloved name. 

 

Response to the Word (6:45 PM) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Michael Mazzatenta 

 

 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

 And with fear and trembling stand; 

 Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

 For with blessing in his hand 

 Christ, our God, to earth descending, 

 Comes our homage to command.  
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 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

 As of old on earth he stood, 

 Lord of lords in human likeness, 

 In the body and the blood 

 He will give to all the faithful 

 His own self for heav’nly food. 

 

 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

 Spread its vanguard on the way 

 As the Light from Light, descending 

 From the realms of endless day, 

 Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

 As the darkness clears away. 

 

Hymn of the Day Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

    Christian Worship Supplement 704 (see pg. 14) 

 

Sermon Matthew 24:36-44 

When God’s time is right 

 

Please stand 

 

Solo: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  The 

angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and 

his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”  And Mary said, “I am the 

servant of my God, I live to do your will.” 
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

L: In peace, Lord, in peace we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For us who are gathered to worship and praise you: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: 

 

All: God of mercy, hold us in love. 

 

L: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 

 

All: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

 

L: Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the 

peace that passes all understanding and the will to live your gospel with mercy and justice, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All: Amen.  



pg. 11 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

Christian Worship 6 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays, December 7 & 14 Midweek Advent Worship  

 3:30 and 6:45 PM 

 

Saturday, December 17 K3 & K4 Christmas Program 

 9:30 AM 

 

Wednesday, December 21 Christmas Concert featuring Koine 

 6:00 PM, School Gymnasium 

 

Saturday, December 24 Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 4:00 PM, Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

 

Saturday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Worship  

 5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 New Year’s Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Head Ushers Students (3:30 PM) 

 Matt Bahr (6:45 PM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that 

anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.  Their 

words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Holden Evening Prayer © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  

“Hark, the Glad Sound” Text public domain. 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Text public domain.  
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm  Saturdays at 7:00 pm 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


