St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

Midweek Advent 1, December 6, 2017

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

Midweek Advent 1
December 6, 2017
Psalms of Ascent: Help for the Pilgrim

Prelude
God’s Own Son Most Holy
Christian Worship 17

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
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M:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel with a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your
Christ. May his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light for our path; for you are merciful, and
you love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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M:

Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing
your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

Scripture Lesson

Psalm 121
Our help comes from the LORD.

I lift up my eyes to the hills –
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip –
he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD watches over you –
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The LORD will keep you from all harm –
he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
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M:

The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus,
come.

Anthem (3:30 PM)
Junior Handbell Choir

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
arranged by Larry Sue

Let all mortal flesh keep silence and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ, our God, to earth descending, comes our homage to command.
Rank on rank the host of heaven spread its vanguard on the way
As the Light from Light, descending from the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish as the darkness clears away.
Anthem (6:45 PM)
Adult Handbell Choir

Long Ago, Prophets Knew
arranged by Arnold Sherman

Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew,
Come to make all things new;
Bear his people’s burden,
Freely love and pardon.
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes, when he comes,
Who will make him welcome?
Journey ends! Where afar
Bethl’em shines, like a star,
Stable door stands ajar.
Unborn Son of Mary,
Savior, do not tarry!
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
Jesus comes! Jesus comes!
We will make him welcome!
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Hymn of the Day

When All the World Was Cursed
Christian Worship 20

Sermon

Psalm 121
Help for the Pilgrim
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Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand

M:

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and
for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

M:

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:
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M:

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and
health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M:

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,
and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

M:

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:

M:

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.
Be our shield and strength, O Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Prayer for Peace
M:
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

The King of Glory Comes
Christian Worship 363

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musician

Dan Schmal, organ

Junior Handbell Choir Director

Julie Handeland

Adult Handbell Choir Director
Ushers

Kristi Meyer

Students: Tony Jones, Quinn Taylor, Alex Hernandez, Caleb Pollesch (3:30 PM)
Doug Knuth (6:45 PM)

Worship Notes
•

The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.
Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful.

In Our Prayers
•

Friends and family of Zhaozhou Zhang, (father of Qing and father-in-law of Pastor Joshua
Yu) who went to be with his Lord this past Tuesday at the age of 84. His Christian victory
service will be held on Monday at 11:00 AM at the Heritage Funeral Home in Greenfield,
with visitation beginning at 9:00 AM.

•

Allen Treichel (father of Keith and Brian Treichel and Debbie Pollesch), recovering from
his recent brain aneurism surgery.

•

Peter Kratz (35-year-old son of former St. John’s teacher Diane Kratz and husband Pastor
Ken), hospitalized in St. Paul, MN recovering from a significant heart event.

•

Don Hackbarth, convalescing at Franciscan Place in Brookfield.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971)
Evening Prayer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
“Service of Light”and “Let My Prayer Rise Before You” © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Text public domain.
“Long Ago, Prophets Knew” Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company.
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule
Wednesday, December 13

Midweek Advent Worship
3:30 and 6:45 PM

Saturday, December 16

K3 & K4 Christmas Program
9:30 AM

Wednesday, December 20

Midweek Advent Worship
Featuring the Lutheran Ceili Orchestra
6:30 PM

Saturday, December 23

No evening worship

Sunday, December 24

Worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Sunday, December 24

Children’s Christmas Eve Service
Wisconsin Lutheran High School, 4:00 PM

Sunday, December 24

Service of Lessons & Carols
7:00 PM

Monday, December 25

Christmas Day Festival Worship
10:00 AM

Saturday, December 30

No evening worship

Sunday, December 31

Worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Sunday, December 31

New Year’s Eve Worship
6:45 PM

Monday, January 1, 2018

New Year’s Day Worship
10:00 AM
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am

Saturdays at 7:00 pm

sjtosa.org

sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

