St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 30 & October 1, 2017
Summer in Rome: Freedom

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Not Unto Us
Christian Worship 392

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving
you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Genesis 50:15-21
Because God forgave all his sins, Joseph also forgave his brothers.

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge
against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” So they sent word to Joseph, saying,
“Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to
forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please
forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph
wept.
His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said.
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But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but
God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then,
don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to
them.
Psalm of the Day
Psalm 103 (see pg. 16)
Because God forgives all our sins, we praise his name and live in peace.
Second Lesson
Romans 14:5-10
Because God forgives all our sins, we are set free from the burden of the Law.
One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord.
He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord
and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If
we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to
the Lord.
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead
and the living. You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother?
For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35
Because God forgives all our sins, we too are called to forgive others.

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he
sins against me? Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold
to repay the debt.
“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back
everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told
their master everything that had happened.
“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of
yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on
you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he
owed.
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your
heart.”

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 3 & 4

Have Mercy on Me
by Mark Patterson

Have mercy on me, my soul will take refuge, oh, Lord, my God, in thee.
Have mercy on me, and until the storm is over, keep me safe, Lord, in the shadow of your wings.
Have mercy on me, oh, Lord.
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Hymn of the Day

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive
Christian Worship 493

Sermon

Romans 14:5-10
Freedom and Judgement

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns 

When Peace Like a River (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship Supplement 760



Distribution Hymns: During the distribution of the Lord’s Supper, distribution hymns may be sung.
These hymns are usually chosen according to one of two emphases: reinforcement of the theme of the
day or a focus on Holy Communion. For more information, see pg. 23 of Understanding Lutheran
Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Love in Christ is Strong and Living
Christian Worship 490
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
Christian Worship 315
Please stand

THANKSGIVING

M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Praise to God, Immortal Praise (stanza 4)
Christian Worship 612

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 17
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Lamentations 3:22-33…..……………………………………2 Samuel 12:19-23
Hebrews 12:4-11…….….………………………………………….James 1:2-12
Job 2:1-10…………………………………………………………..James 5:7-11
Ephesians 6:18-20…………………………………………………Mark 6:14-29
Hebrews 10:35-39……………………………………………….Isaiah 49:14-21
Luke 21:10-29……………………………………………….. Revelation 2:8-11
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister
Musicians

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Dan Schmal, organ
Reagan Godager, Lindsey Lampe, Madison Sipe, and Grace Marie Theesfeld, handchimes

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Dan Ebeling, Kerry Kuehn, Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Jeff Scheibe, Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM)

Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)
John Frailing, Sue Freedlund, and Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 AM)
Amy Wilson, Jill LaMarche, and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Lyle & Cynthia Haferman in celebration of their 30th wedding
anniversary, and in thanks for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

John Ellenberger, hospitalized this past week at Froedtert due to recurring health issues.

•

Ed Herwig, now convalescing from his recent heart surgery at the Lutheran Home.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 103” Tune © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Have Mercy on Me” Text based on Psalm 57:1.
“When Peace Like a River” Text and tune public domain.
“Psalm 27” Tune © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Psalm 103

Praise the LORD, O my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
He forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
he redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with love and compassion. Refrain
The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far as he removed our transgressions from us. Refrain
As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
for he knows how we are formed,
he remembers that we are dust.
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Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;
the wind blows over it, and it is gone.
But the LORD’s love is with those who fear him
from everlasting to everlasting.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

Parents’ Preview for October 8
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 27 Refrain
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As God supports us now and eternally through the life, death and resurrection of his Son,
we have the high privilege of using our gifts and talents to support the work of the Gospel
ministry he has entrusted to us. On the weekend of October 21 and 22, designated as our
“ Celebration of Support” Sunday, we will take the opportunity to consider the part each
of us plays in the ministry we share at St. John’s. What follows is the first of three
“testimonials” from a fellow St. John’s member on . . .

What
St. John’s
Means to Me

LYNN KOZLOWSKI

The chance to refill my spiritual tank and to
charge the batteries of my faith with a goodly
dose of God’s Word and sacraments. Every
Sunday I know that I can count on true
discernment of law and gospel in the sermon,
that I can experience forgiveness and joy in
all the parts of the liturgy – confession,
absolution, prayer, and praise – and be
reassured of my salvation in the Lord’s
Supper and in reminders of my own baptism.

A particularly special treat for me is my call to lead worship at the organ. What a
privilege to practice on and play such a fine instrument and to work with such a great
number of talented and dedicated singers and instrumentalists.
In the midst of this messy and unsettled world, St. John’s is an island of serenity where,
with fellow believers, I can worship and have renewed strength for the sometimeshectic life of being a follower of Christ within an increasingly godless and unbelieving
society.
St. John’s is such a blessing! Lord, keep us steadfast in thy Word!
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

