St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Mission Festival
October 10 & 11, 2020
What Is God Like? Is God Righteous?

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
Congregation: stanzas 1, 3, 5 & 6; Choir: stanzas 2 & 4
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Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word
Christian Worship 576

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)
Refrain:
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M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for
without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

God wanted Israel to repent, turn from their sins, and receive a new heart and a new spirit.
The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the
land of Israel:
“ ‘The fathers eat sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel.
For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son – both alike belong to me. The soul
who sins is the one who will die.
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the LORD is not just.’ Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it
not your ways that are unjust? If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin, he will
die for it; because of the sin he has committed he will die. But if a wicked man turns away from the
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life. Because he considers
all the offenses he has committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die. Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the LORD is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not
your ways that are unjust?
“Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid
yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you
die, O house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD.
Repent and live!”

pg. 5

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 25

Repentance is an appeal to God to remember his promised love for sinners.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
in you I trust, O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,
for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD. Refrain
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.
Look upon my affliction and my distress
and take away all my sins.
Guard my life and rescue me,
for I take refuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Second Lesson

2 Corinthians 13:5-8

Paul encourages the Corinthians to honestly examine themselves for real repentance.
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that
Christ Jesus is in you – unless of course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover that we
have not failed the test. Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will
see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have
failed. For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 21:28-32
Jesus uses a parable to illustrate what real repentance looks like.

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work today in the vineyard.’
“ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did
not go.
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not
repent and believe him.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
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Anthem
Grade 4

We Are Sent by the Lord
by Laurie F. Gauger and Sarah R. Lambrecht

Refrain: We are sent by the Lord, by the King crucified.
To the ends of the earth, share his love far and wide!
So many souls are dying – can you see them
In dark and distant corners of the world?
They bend their knees to gods that cannot hear them
Because they don’t know Jesus or his Word. Refrain
And do you hear the doubting of the cynics
Who think our Lord was just another man?
Let’s tell them he is God; his way is wisdom;
There’s wonder, beauty, purpose in his plan. Refrain
And do you know a neighbor who has drifted,
Departed from the church in grief or pain?
Through Jesus’ love their burden can be lifted.
Let’s listen well and welcome them again. Refrain
Our gracious Lord wants nobody to perish.
For every child of earth his hands are scarred.
Each soul is his to know and name and cherish.
There’s room for ev’ry sinner in his heart. Refrain
Hymn of the Day

In Christ Alone
Christian Worship Supplement 752
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Sermon

Matthew 21:28-32
Which Son Are You?

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
pg. 10

Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your
holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow
in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers
in our congregation and in our synod.
C:

Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.

M:

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your
witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In
the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the
lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you.

C:

Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.

M:

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we
need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason
for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.

C:

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who
does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak and troubled.
Silent prayer

M:

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where
we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work.
By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they
serve us and others.

C:

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow
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M:

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us
and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your
praise forever.

C:

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

O Christ, Who Called the Twelve
Christian Worship Supplement 770
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Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
From Greenland’s Icy Mountains
Christian Worship 571

Closing Hymn
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Announcements
WELS Connection

Martin Luther College

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

MLC President Rich Gurgel

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter (Saturday)
Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday)

Musicians

Mandy Treder, piano
Becky Rehborg, clarinet
Alyssa Ebeling, trumpet
Silas Ebeling, John Handeland, Kathryn Hendee, Mike Swenson & Christian Willick, French horn

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by Greg and Carla Martin in celebration of the wedding of Timothy
Martin and Brittany Bouchard and by the Kurt and Julie Handeland family in celebration of
Chloe Campbell’s 16th birthday.

In Our Prayers
•

The family and friends of Don Sebald, who went to be with his Lord on Saturday, October 3,
at the age of 93. His Christian victory service was held on Friday, October 9, at St. John’s.

•

Timothy Martin and Brittany Bouchard, who will be united in marriage here at St. John’s on
Sunday, October 11.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 19
M
T
W
R
F
S

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12
Genesis 4:2b-15
1 John 4:7-16a
Deuteronomy 30:11-14
2 Corinthians 8:1-9
Acts 5:1-11
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John 15:9-17
1 John 3:11-18
Ephesians 5:21-33
Ephesians 6:1-9
2 Corinthians 8:10-15
1 John 4:16b-21

Parents’ Preview for October 18
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
Christian Worship 382
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

