St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
October 14 & 15, 2017
Reformation 500: Faith Alone

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

How Firm a Foundation (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship Supplement 768

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O Holy Spirit, by the power of the gospel you created faith in our hearts: faith in Jesus as our
only Savior and faith to live as his disciples. Never let us doubt that you have the power to do
what you have promised. Instead, strengthen our faith as we grow in your Word, and finally,
lead us by faith to the eternal Promised Land, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Genesis 15:1-6

Abraham believed the LORD, and his faith was credited to him as righteousness.
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield,
your very great reward.”
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But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children;
so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from
your own body will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the
stars – if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 25
In faith, we trust that the LORD takes away all our sins.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
in you I trust, O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,
for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD.
Refrain
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.
Look upon my affliction and my distress
and take away all my sins.
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Guard my life and rescue me,
for I take refuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson

Romans 4:13-25

Like Abraham, our faith in Jesus’ resurrection is credited to us as righteousness.
It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir
of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law are heirs,
faith has no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings wrath. And where there is no law
there is no transgression.
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring – not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of
Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed – the God who gives life to the dead and calls things
that are not as though they were.
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it
had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact
that his body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years old – and that Sarah’s womb
was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what
he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was credited to
him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our
sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see. Alleluia.
Please stand
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Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19
Peter clearly confesses his faith in who Jesus is and in what he came to do.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Saturday)
Vocal duet

I Praise the God of Grace
by Susan Powell

Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul,
Nor what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole.
I praise the God of grace! I trust his truth and might!
He calls me his, I call him mine. My God! My Joy! My Light!
Your voice alone, O Lord, can speak to me of grace.
Your pow’r alone, O Son of God, can all my sin erase.
I praise the God of grace! I trust his truth and might!
He calls me his, I call him mine. My God! My Joy! My Light!
Your work alone, O Christ, can ease this weight of sin.
Your blood alone, O Lamb of God, can give me peace within.
I praise the God of grace! I trust his truth and might!
He calls me his, I call him mine. My God! My Joy! My Light!
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Anthem (Sunday)
Junior Handbell Choir

Fairest Lord Jesus
arranged by Larry Sue

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine.
Hymn of the Day

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Christian Worship 402

Sermon

Hebrews 11:1, 2, 8-12
Live by Faith Alone

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the
ancients were commended for.
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed
and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age – and Sarah herself was barren – was enabled to
become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one
man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as
the sand on the seashore.
Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Offertory (8:00 AM)
Teen Handbell Choir

God Be With You
arranged by Cathy Moklebust

God be with you ‘til we meet again,
By his counsels guide, uphold you,
With his sheep securely fold you,
God be with you ‘til we meet again.
‘Til we meet, ‘til we meet,
‘Til we meet at Jesus’ feet,
‘Til we meet, ‘til we meet,
God be with you ‘til we meet again.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Let us pray to the Lord for the Christian church on earth and for all people everywhere.
For all who gather here today and for our entire congregation, that through the gospel the Lord
would give us growth in faith and increase our love:
C:

We ask you to bless us, O Lord.

M:

For the spreading of the gospel throughout the world; for all pastors, missionaries, and their
families, that they may boldly proclaim Christ to the nations:

C:

We ask you to hear us, O Lord.

M:

For the promises you have made to us and the trust you seek from us; for the faith you have
given your people to believe in the saving work of our Savior Jesus; and for the Spirit’s power
to be faithful in the ministry you have given us to do, knowing that our labor in the Lord is not
in vain:

C:

We magnify your name, O Lord.

M:

For the people of our country; for the Lord’s blessings on our work; for those seeking
employment; for good health; and for good weather:

C:

We beg for your mercy, O Lord.
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M:

For all who are sick in body or mind; for the hungry and the homeless; for those who are in
prison; for those who are dying and those who are mourning:

C:

We ask you to help them according to your will, O Lord.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

All this we ask, O Father, through your Son, Jesus Christ.

C:

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT 
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:



Sacrament of Holy Communion: Lutheran Christians attach a three-fold meaning to the word
“sacrament”: a sacred act 1) instituted by Christ; 2) that uses earthly elements connected with God’s
Word; 3) by which God offers, seals, or gives to us the forgiveness of sins. The Lord’s Supper is one of
two sacred acts in the Bible which fulfills this definition; baptism is the other. For more information on
the Sacrament of Holy Communion, see pg. 21 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the
hymnal rack.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect
life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

I Know My Faith Is Founded
Christian Worship 403
Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven
Christian Worship 404
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
Christian Worship 316

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every
good deed and word.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

This Is the Threefold Truth (stanzas 1, 3 & 5)
Christian Worship 406

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own
goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in
mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me worthy
to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here, cause me
to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 25” Tune Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications. Tone © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer.
“I Praise the God of Grace” Text © 2012 Choristers Guild.
“Fairest Lord Jesus” Text public domain.
“God Be With You” Text public domain.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.
“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” Text and tune public domain.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 19
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12……………………………………………John 15:9-17
Genesis 4:2b-15…….….…………………………………….….1 John 3:11-18
1 John 4:7-16a……………………………………….………Ephesians 5:21-33
Deuteronomy 30:11-14………………………………………...Ephesians 6:1-9
2 Corinthians 8:1-9………………………………………2 Corinthians 8:10-15
Acts 5:1-11…………………………………………..................1 John 4:16b-21
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Mandy Treder, organ
Eva & Annalise Kuehn, vocals (Saturday)

Junior and Teen Handbell Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Greeters

Julie Handeland
Cary Haakenson, Dave Leyrer, Greg Martin (8:00 AM)
Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel, Scott Uecker (10:30 AM)

Greg & Stephanie Lamas and Peter & Sharon Trettin (8:00 AM)
Bruce & Kary Ailey and Ron & Judy Felsing (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Kerry Kuehn (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by John and Julie Rader in celebration of their 16th wedding
anniversary, and in thanks of blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Kayla Prange and Nate Waggoner, united in marriage here at St. John’s on Friday

•

John Ellenberger, released from the hospital on Monday and is now in assisted living at the
Dickson Hollow care facility
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Parents’ Preview for October 22
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”
Christian Worship 293
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As we approach the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation,
our service folders will highlight several key theological emphases of the Reformation.
Please also mark your calendars for the Southeastern Wisconsin District Reformation Festival
service, held on Sunday, November 5 at 3:30 PM at the Miller High Life Theater.

Lutheran Living
Martin Luther was often criticized for not teaching good works. Others felt that if people were told that
salvation was free, no one would have the incentive to do good works. People would simply take
advantage of grace. Luther strongly encouraged Christian living. However, he put it in the proper
perspective. Good works follow faith. He repeatedly said that we are justified by faith alone, but faith is
never alone. It is a living, busy, active thing, seeking to serve God and neighbor.
Unlike the church of his day, Luther stressed that living our faith is not something done only by those
involved with church work. You do not have to take a special vow of poverty, chastity, and obedience
to truly live your faith. God places opportunities before us in our daily lives to live as his people,
serving others in our various “callings” or “vocations”: in families and among friends; at school and in
the workplace; in the marketplace and in our communities. True “Lutheran living” recognizes that we
produce fruits of faith in a variety of simple ways as we go about our daily living. And through us, God
cares for others and for his creation. “God’s people please God even in the least and most trifling
matters. For he will be working all things through you; he will milk the cow through you and perform
the most servile duties through you, and all the greatest and least duties alike will be pleasing to him”
(“Lectures on Genesis,” Luther’s Works 6:10).
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As God supports us now and eternally through the life, death and resurrection of his Son, we
have the high privilege of using our gifts and talents to support the work of the Gospel
ministry he has entrusted to us. On the weekend of October 21 and 22, designated as our
“ Celebration of Support” Sunday, we will take the opportunity to consider the part each of
us plays in the ministry we share at St. John’s. What follows is the final of three “testimonials”
from a fellow St. John’s member on . . .

What
St. John’s
Means to Me
For all of the 20 years I’ve lived, St. John’s has
continually played an important role. It is the place
where God sealed me as his own child through a
couple splashes of water and his powerful Word. It
is the place where, even as I grew in height and
maturity, I also grew in faith and knowledge of
God’s Word through my Christian teachers. It is
the place where I first received my Savior’s body
CHRISTIAN WILLICK
and blood, personally, in the Lord’s Supper, and
where I still regularly receive that gracious gift of
his forgiveness for my sins. It is the place where I first took an active role in the worship
service: from midweek Lenten ushering, to Easter morning French horn playing, to
Christmas Eve lectionary reading. And it is the place from which I continue to receive
support and encouragement as I train for the pastoral ministry at Martin Luther College.
St. John’s is part of that great communion, or community, of saints that we confess in the
Apostles’ Creed. More than just a physical building that houses so many of my cherished
memories and experiences, it is a home for my faith and for the rest of my family, my true
brothers and sisters in Christ, which has prepared me for going out and living this faith in
the community of the world.

Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

