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Welcome to Worship! 
This weekend, we continue our worship series on “Lord, Increase Our Faith!” Even though we're 

disciples of Jesus, we still need Jesus to teach us how to pray, to learn to claim in prayer what he 

wants for us rather than what we want from him.  But learning how to pray isn't like other 

learning. Once we know how to write our name, tie our shoes, or ride a bike, the learning is done - 

either we know how to do these things or we don't. Prayer, on the other hand, isn't something we 

learn to do once and then know how to do correctly for the rest of our lives. Instead, learning to 

pray consists of a lifetime of persistence and struggle. And when we struggle with God in prayer, 

it's an indication that everything is right. Struggle is part of the very nature of prayer and is at the 

heart of the blessings it brings. 

 

Worship Notes 
It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill your heart 

with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that Jesus Christ is our 

Savior from sin. 

 

If you need assistance with anything during worship—including large-print service folders and 

assisted listening devices—please ask one of our ushers. Restrooms are located at the far end of 

the entry area. Small children can be taken into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed during the worship service. Changing tables 

are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included with the 

service folder or located online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed cards may be placed in 

the baskets by the exit. 

 

Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the Lord’s 

Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for those who have 

publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests who are not members of WELS 

or ELS congregations to refrain from communion until such oneness can be established. We do 

not intend to be exclusive and unloving. Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of 

Scripture and further explore God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such 

“communion fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.  
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The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 15 & 16, 2022 
 

Lord, Increase Our Faith: Faith Demonstrated Through Persistent Prayer. 

 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray (Saturday & 10:30 a.m.) 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 873  

 

 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (8:00 a.m.) 
 Christian Worship 648 

 

Holy Baptism (8:00 a.m.) Christian Worship, pg. 151 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 

others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, 

paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

  

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God Gloria in Excelsis 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we come in prayer before you. 

Answer us not in judgment on our sins but in peace and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Genesis 32:22–30 
Jacob is persistent in prayer as he literally wrestles with God. 

 

 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his 

possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man 

saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was 

wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

 But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 

 The man asked him, “What is your name?” 

 “Jacob,” he answered. 
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 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled 

with God and with humans and have overcome.” 

 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

 But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. 

 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 

spared.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 121 

 

 

 

 
  

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 

    where does my help / come from? 

My help comes / from the LORD, 

    the maker of heav- / en and earth. 

He will not let your / foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over / Israel 

    will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain 
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The LORD watches / over you— 

    the LORD is your shade at / your right hand; 

the sun will not harm / you by day, 

    nor the / moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you / from all harm— 

    he will watch o- / ver your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and / going 

    both now and for- / evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Jane Marshall © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
709971 

 

Second Reading 1 John 5:13–15 
When we are persistent in prayer and ask for that which is in accordance with God's will,  

we can be absolutely confident we will receive it. 

 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that 

you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know 

that we have what we asked of him. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Peter 5:7 
Alleluia, alleluia. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Alleluia.  

 

Gospel Luke 18:1–8 
Jesus teaches us to be bold and persistent in prayer. 

 

 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give 

up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people 

thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 

justice against my adversary.’ 
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 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 

what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so 

that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’ ” 

 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice 

for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he 

will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 

on the earth?” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) He Will Hold Me Fast 
Junior Choir Christian Worship 813 

 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

when the tempter would prevail, he will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold thro’ life’s fearful path, 

for my love is often cold—he must hold me fast.  

Refrain:  He will hold me fast; he will hold me fast; 

   for my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast. 

 

Those he saves are his delight; Christ will hold me fast; 

precious in his holy sight, he will hold me fast. 

He’ll not let my soul be lost; his promises shall last; 

bought by him at such a cost, he will hold me fast. Refrain 

 

For my life he bled and died; Christ will hold me fast; 

justice has been satisfied; he will hold me fast. 

Raised with him to endless life, he will hold me fast 

till our faith is turned to sight when he comes at last! Refrain 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. Ref, 3): © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Hymn of the Day When in the Hour of Utmost Need 
Christian Worship 723 
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Sermon Luke 18:1-8 
Persistent in Prayer 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

 to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering electronically or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or 

visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever 

two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he 

comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and 

all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered 

our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, 

and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise 

and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of shared belief. 

Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain 

from receiving the Lord’s Supper until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our 

pastors about our beliefs and practice.  
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles. Grape 

juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Preparation for communion can be found on pg. 295 of Christian Worship.  

 

Distribution Hymns What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
Christian Worship 721 

 

 Day by Day 
Christian Worship 803 

 

 Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
Christian Worship 671 

 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 

Go  in peace. 

 

Please stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Closing Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
Christian Worship 927 

 

Announcements 
 

Postlude 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 

Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 19 
 

 

 

  

M Deuteronomy 15:19-16:22 Matthew 13:44-58 

T Deuteronomy 17:1-20 Matthew 14:1-21 

W Deuteronomy 18:1-22 Matthew 14:22-36 

R Deuteronomy 19:1-20 Matthew 15:1-20 

F Deuteronomy 20:1-20 Matthew 15:21-39 

S Deuteronomy 21:1-23 Matthew 16:1-12 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Senior Vicar Christian Willick (Saturday & 10:30 a.m.) 

 Pastor Joel Leyrer (8:00 a.m.) 

 

Musicians Marjorie Flanagan, piano (Saturday) 

 Megan Bauer, piano (Sunday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Rachel Wendland, violin 

 

Junior Choir Director Mandy Treder 

 

Communion Assistants Kerry Kuehn & Larry Totsky (8:00 a.m.) 

 Adam Goede & Keith Hackbarth (10:30 a.m.)  

  

Worship Notes 
 

• Willow Brooke Billings, daughter of Andrew and Renée (née DeMarce) Billings, will be 

baptized during the 8:00 a.m. service. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Family and friends of Pastor Aaron Strong of Grace Lutheran Church in downtown 

Milwaukee, who was tragically killed in a car accident on Wednesday morning. Pastor 

and Abbie Strong have two children: Elijah, a 7th grade student at St. John’s school, and 

Hannah, a St. John’s graduate and freshman at Wisconsin Lutheran High School. 

 

• John Cardoza, who was released from the hospital and is now recuperating at home from 

his recent open-heart surgery.  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


