St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
A Return to Grace: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Last Judgment
November 11 & 12, 2017
Lord, Keep Us: Mindful of Your Judgment

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Christian Worship 207

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your righteous
judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless
before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Daniel 7:9, 10
All mankind will be judged, but believers’ names are written in the Book of Life.
“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow, the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.
A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated, and the books were opened.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 90 (see pg. 11)
Believers are mindful of the judgment and number their days aright.

Second Lesson

Romans 2:2-11
Those who live by faith will be found righteous at the judgment.

Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when
you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape
God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will give to
each person according to what he has done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory,
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human
being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism.



Daniel: The book of Daniel (the last of five books classified as the major prophets) was written
during the Babylonian captivity. Throughout the book, the sovereignty of God is emphasized. God is
described as the one who rules over the kingdoms of men, and he always triumphs in Daniel’s visions.
For more information on Daniel, see pg. 48 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal
rack.
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Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Watch, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46
There will be no middle ground between the sheep and the goats at the judgment.

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the
goats on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.’
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“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Be seated
Anthem
Adult Handbell Choir

Be Thou My Vision
arranged by Jeffrey Honore

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight;
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r:
Raise thou me heav’nward, O pow’r of my pow’r.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whate’er befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.
Hymn of the Day

Day of Wrath, Oh, Day of Mourning
Christian Worship 209
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Sermon

Matthew 25:31-46
A Preview of What Will Be

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
M:
Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices.
C:

Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy.

M:

Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve only your anger and
punishment. If you kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost.

C:

But we also confess with joy that your unfailing love has redeemed us. Our hope is in you
and in your full redemption.

M:

Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, false prophets,
and spiritual apathy.

C:

Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour when Christ will come
again.

M:

Keep us faithful to your Word. Send your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we are always
prepared for your Son’s return as judge.

C:

Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more to put their hope in you
before the end comes.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all things new. May he
find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, faithfully enduring to the end,
through the power of your Holy Spirit.

C:

Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Be seated
Hymn

Forever with the Lord
Christian Worship 213

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

There Is a Blessed Home (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 729

Announcements
WELS Connection

Commission on Congregational Counseling

Postlude
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Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night. Refrain
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Refrain
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Brian Kent, piano (Saturday)
Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Head Ushers

Greeters

Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)
Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)
Adam & Jenny Greggs, John Frailing, Sue Freedlund (8:00 AM)
Jessica Gromacki, Becky Rehborg, Brian & Tracy Lampe (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers
•

Don Sebald, temporarily convalescing at the Village at Manor Park
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Parents’ Preview for November 19
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Blessed Are They” Refrain
Christian Worship Supplement 730
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Readings for the Week of Last Judgment
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Hebrews 11:1-7………………………………………………. Hebrews 11:8-16
2 Timothy 1:6-12………………………………………………..….John 3:16-21
Matthew 22:23-33…………………………………….….1 Corinthians 15:35-43
2 Corinthians 2:14-17……………………………………....2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Hebrews 11:17-22…………………………………………….Hebrews 11:23-31
Revelation 2:12-17………………………………………….…Revelation 21:1-7
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