St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

Saints Triumphant Sunday
November 16 & 17, 2019
Promises of the End: They can no longer die.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Blessed Are the Saints of God
Christian Worship 394

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered
from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we
may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Isaiah 65:17-23
Isaiah describes the New Jerusalem, where we will dwell with the LORD forever in eternity.
“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.
The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create,
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.
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I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people;
the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.
Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not live out his years;
he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth;
he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.
They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat.
For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people;
my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands.
They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune;
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them.”
Response to the Word
Blessed Are They
The congregation is invited to sing the entire hymn on Saturday and the refrains on Sunday.
The melody for the stanzas is the same as the refrain tune.

Multitudes, clothed in white robes, from ev’ry nation and tongue,
Stood before God and the Lamb at the marriage feast of the Lamb.
They’ll neither hunger nor thirst, death, sorrow, pain vanquished now,
God wipes all tears from their eyes by the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain
Blessing and honor, they cry, unto the Lamb that was slain,
Redeeming us with his blood in the marriage feast of the Lamb.
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Please pause betweeen stanzas 3 and 4 as the names of those who entered the Church Triumphant
during the past year are read…
Lucille Lambrecht
Joy Schnell
Dick Brown
Doris Krause
Sharon Bartlein

12/06/18
2/09/19
3/03/19
4/03/19
4/18/19

William Bernard
Ruth Sitz
Ryan Schnell
Barbara Schmelzer
Delores Schmeling

5/21/19
6/15/19
8/27/19
10/12/19
10/28/19

Servant, saint, martyr at rest, sanctified, ransomed, restored,
Thund’rously sing a new song of the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain
Worthy are you, Lamb of God, to receive glory and praise.
Alleluia and amen! For the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain
Second Lesson
Revelation 22:1-5
John describes the New Jerusalem, where we will dwell with the Lord forever in eternity.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for
the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple.
Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel
Matthew 25:14-30
God’s grace makes us faithful servants who will share in our master’s happiness forever in eternity.
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property
to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at
once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two
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more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.
“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man
who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
talents. See, I have gained five more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents;
see, I have gained two more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard
man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown
and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with
the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
“ ‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has
will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be
taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
5th – 8th grades

The Lord Has Set The Captive Free
by Benjamin M. Culli

The Lord has set the captive free; come, Christian, join the glad refrain:
Since Christ has won the victory, to live is Christ, to die is gain.
Lord Jesus Christ, once crucified, arose in triumph from the grave
That we, who once in Adam died, might by his sacrifice be saved.
Now more than conquerers are we; no demons, peril, depth, or sword
Can overcome Christ’s victory or separate us from our Lord.
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The Lord has set the captive free; come, Christian, join the glad refrain:
Since Christ has won the victory, to live is Christ, to die is gain.
Grant us, O Lord, the grace to live each day according to your will,
Blessed by the labor that you give, content our calling to fulfill.
Lord, at the final trumpet sound, when those who died in Christ are raised,
Let us among the saints be found to join the heav’nly host in praise.
The Lord has set the captive free; come, Christian, join the glad refrain:
Since Christ has won the victory, to live is Christ, to die is gain.
I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name
Christian Worship 211

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Matthew 25:14-30
His Talents; Our Triumph

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and angels sing before
you.
C:

We too join them to praise your majesty.

M:

You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy in this life and in
eternal glory forever. What undeserved love you show us!

C:

We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints.

M:

Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failure to live as you desire. Strengthen
the faith of all who are weak and wandering.

C:

Give us power to live as your faithful people.
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M:

Your saints will triumph forever in a new heaven and a new earth. The sound of weeping and
crying will be heard no more. We anticipate with joy an eternity of perfect fellowship with
you.

C:

Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people may join us
before your throne.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with the voice of the
archangel and the trumpet call of God. On that glorious day, the saints triumphant will rise in
bright array, clothed in your perfect righteousness.

C:

Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who will
soon come again in glory to deliver us forever from this present evil age. Therefore with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, Lord God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Your Word
brought all things into being, and your Word will call all things to an end. We thank you,
heavenly Father, that in mercy you sent your Son to redeem us. By his incarnation, he became
one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame
hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
We remember, O Lord, with thanksgiving the saving work of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Renew us that we may joyfully serve you in your kingdom of grace now and in your kingdom
of glory forever.
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

Jerusalem the Golden (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 728
For All the Saints
Christian Worship 551
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Christian Worship 309

Please stand
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M:

Heavenly Father, as we are strangers and pilgrims here on earth, set our minds on things
above, rejoicing in our citizenship in the heavenly Jerusalem. With the faithful gone before us,
open our lips that our mouths may confess the salvation that is ours through the sacrifice of
your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See
Christian Worship 219

Announcements
Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Head Ushers
AV Operators

Pastor Kyle Bitter, organ
Rachel Wendland, piano
Illes Cox & Morgan Festerling, violin
Adam Sipe, vocals & trumpet
Christian Willick, vocals & French horn
Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer, Greg Martin (8:00 a.m.)
Adam Goede, Jeff Scheibe, Adam Sipe (10:30 a.m.)
Kathryn Hendee, Marcus & Karah Radue (8:00 a.m.)
Mark & Cynthia Rouse, Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 a.m.)
Jon Johnson (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.); Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.)
Lyle Haferman (8:00 a.m.); Brian Cleary (10:30 a.m.)

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by Dan and Lori Meiers in memory of all our loved ones who have
entered the Church Triumphant and in anticipation of a joyful reunion with them one day in
heaven.

In Our Prayers
•

Brian Groth and Alexi Walters-Ketchum, who will be united in marriage here at St. John’s
Saturday, November 23.
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Parents’ Preview for November 24
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 98 Refrain

Readings for the Week of Saints Triumphant
M
T
W
R
F
S

Hebrews 11:1-7
2 Timothy 1:6-12
Matthew 22:23-33
2 Corinthians 2:14-17
Hebrews 11:17-22
Revelation 2:12-17

Hebrews 11:8-16
John 3:16-21
1 Corinthians 15:35-43
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Hebrews 11:23-31
Revelation 21:1-7
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