St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

Christ the King Sunday
November 21 & 22, 2020
Lord, Keep Us: Confident in our King.

Prelude
Please stand
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

GATHERING RITE ON CHRIST THE KING
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M:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

C:

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power forever and
ever! Amen.
Revelation 1:4-6

M:

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a
King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD our
Righteousness.”
Jeremiah 23:5, 6

(sung) Crown him the Lord of heav’n, enthroned in worlds above;
Crown him the King to whom is giv’n the wondrous name of Love.
Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall;
Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all.
M:

We have come to worship our King, but if we examine our life and our human nature, we find
ourselves unworthy to stand in his presence. Therefore, let us approach God with a true heart
and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

(sung) Crown him the Lord of love – behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his wond’ring eye at mysteries so bright.
M:

Christ, our King has won your forgiveness through his death and resurrection. In his stead and
by his command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of
the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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M:

Let us praise our King for the new life he gives us.

(sung) Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die.
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our hearts
with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth
will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24
We rejoice in our King who will shepherd us and conquer all our enemies.

“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.
As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring
them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land.
I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will
tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they
will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the
lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the
strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
“ ‘I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them
and be their shepherd. I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I
the LORD have spoken.’ ”
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 47
The King has subdued every enemy for the people he loves.

Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.
How awesome is the LORD Most High,
the great King over all the earth!
God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne. Refrain
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Christ the King will reign until the last enemy – death – is defeated.

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he
comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under his
feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include
God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be
made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel
Matthew 27:27-31
Jesus shows kingly victory over his enemies even in what appears to be humiliating defeat.
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of
soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown
of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked
him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head
again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.

Be seated
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Anthem
Grade 6
Refrain:

Let All God’s Children Sing
by Mark Patterson
Let all the mountains ring, let all the valleys rejoice.
Let all God’s children sing, people, come and lift your voice!
Sing it from ev’ry land, praise him from ev’ry shore.
Let all God’s children sing for the glory of the Lord!
God who made the earth and sea, God who reigns in majesty,
Let our voices now be raised as we worship you with joyful praise. Refrain

Hymn of the Day

The Head that Once Was Crowned
Christian Worship 217
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Sermon1

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23, 24
See Life Clearly

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Sermon: In the Jewish synagogues, commentary followed the readings. Therefore, the sermon has
ancient historical roots. This concept of commentary carried over into the New Testament Church,
where the sermon was a part of worship from the 1st century. Virtually every gathering of believers
included discourses on or explanations of the lessons. By Luther’s time, however, the sermon was rarely
included in corporate worship. One of Luther’s most important reforms was a restoration of the sermon
with true gospel preaching on Biblical texts.
The sermon serves as the culmination of the service of the Word that began with the readings. The
ultimate goal of the sermon, like the liturgy as a whole, is to serve the Gospel. There are a number of
things a sermon ought not to be, but there is one thing the sermon ought always to be: the Word of God,
proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s redeemed people.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory and
power forever and ever.
C:

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory.

M:

O Christ our King, you are worthy to receive honor and glory and praise, for you created all
things and by your will they have their being.

C:

You have called us into your kingdom from every nation and tribe and people and
language.

M:

O Christ our King, we give you thanks that you have searched for us and found us. Lead us to
the green pastures and quiet waters of your saving love that we may enjoy peace and comfort
for our souls.

C:

Heal our hearts when they are broken with sin and guilt. Strengthen us when we are
weak.

M:

O Christ our King, you have supremacy over all. You will judge the world in righteousness and
the peoples with equity. Reign in our hearts that we may serve you more faithfully and speak
more boldly to others of your saving love.

C:

Praise be to you, Lord God, for you alone do marvelous deeds. May the whole earth be
filled with your glory.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
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M:

O Christ our King, you are coming with the clouds, and every eye will see you, even those who
pierced you. You will reign forever and ever, our King of kings and Lord of lords.

C:

The Lord God Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus
Christian Worship 351
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Please stand
M:

We thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for bringing us to the end of another church year. As we wait
for your glorious return on the last day, bless your Word wherever it is proclaimed, causing it to
work with power to bring to faith those who do not yet know you and to strengthen in faith
those who now call you Savior and Lord; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

There Is a Higher Throne
Christian Worship Supplement 727
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Announcements
WELS Connection

World Missions

Postlude

Readings for the Week of Christ the King
M
T
W
R
F
S

Philippians 2:6-11
Hebrews 12:12-18
Mark 13:33-37
Thanksgiving
Hebrews 10:32-39
Hebrews 12:22-29

Luke 12:35-40
Isaiah 54:11-17
Revelation 3:7-13
Isaiah 49:14-21
Revelation 21:9-14, 18-27
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Seminary Student Christian Willick (Saturday)

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)

Acknowledgements
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“Crown Him with Many Crowns” Text and tune public domain.
“Psalm 47” Tune Dale Wood, reprinted from Seasonal Psalms © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Let All God’s Children Sing” Text © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
“The Head that Once Was Crowned” Text and tune public domain.
“Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus” Text and tune public domain.
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” Text and tune public domain.
Reprinted under CCLI #11141903, all rights reserved
“There is a Higher Throne” Text and tune © 2003 Thankyou Music.
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Parents’ Preview for November 29
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” stanza 1
(Christian Worship 19)
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support
Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org
Church Office
7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

