St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

Last Judgment
November 7 & 8, 2020
Lord, Keep Us: Mindful of Judgment.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Christian Worship 207
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M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your righteous
judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless
before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Daniel 7:9, 10
All mankind will be judged, but believers’ names are written in the Book of Life.
“As I looked, thrones were set in place,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow,
the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,
and its wheels were all ablaze.
A river of fire was flowing,
coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated, and the books were opened.”



Daniel: The book of Daniel (meaning “God is my judge”) was written during the Babylonian
captivity. Daniel is the last of five books classified as the major prophets. Throughout the book, the
sovereignty of God is emphasized. God is described as the one who rules over the kingdoms of men,
and he always triumphs in Daniel’s visions. The second half of Daniel is apocalyptic in nature: writing
that includes dreams or visions, unusual symbolic imagery, number symbolism, and a focus on events
of the end times. This style of writing is also found primarily in the book of Revelation.
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Psalm of the Day
Believers are mindful of the judgment and number their days aright.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night. Refrain
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Refrain
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Psalm 90

Second Lesson

Romans 2:2-11
Those who live by faith will be found righteous at the judgment.

Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when
you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape
God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will give to
each person according to what he has done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory,
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human
being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. Watch, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46
There will be no middle ground between the sheep and the goats at the judgment.

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the
goats on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty
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and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Handbell Choir

Be Thou My Vision
arranged by Arnold Sherman

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by the day or the night, waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joy, O bright heav’n’s Son!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of all.
Hymn of the Day

Day of Wrath, Oh, Day of Mourning
Christian Worship 209
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Sermon

Daniel 7:9, 10
Daniel’s Dream Will Come True

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory
Adult Handbell Choir

Jerusalem, My Happy Home
arranged by Cathy Moklebust

Jerusalem, my happy home, when shall I come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?
When shall these eyes thy heav’n-built walls and pearly gates behold,
Thy bulwarks with salvation strong and streets of shining gold?
O Christ, do thou my soul prepare for that bright home of love
That I may see thee and adore with all thy saints above.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
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Hymn

Forever With the Lord
Christian Worship 213

Please stand
M:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

There Is a Blessed Home
Christian Worship Supplement 729
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Announcements
“10 for 10” Presentation
Postlude

Readings for the Week of Last Judgment
M
T
W
R
F
S

John 5:19-24
Hebrews 10:26-31
Luke 13:1-9
Luke 21:11-19
Revelation 21:1-5, 7
1 Peter 4:1-7

Daniel 5:1-30
Genesis 19:15-29
Romans 2:1-11
Ezekiel 14:12-23
Revelation 2:8-11
Revelation 20:11-15
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)
Megan Bauer, piano & viola
Becky Rehborg, clarinet
Rachel Wendland, violin

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer
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Parents’ Preview for November 15
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Blessed Are They” Refrain
Christian Worship Supplement 730
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

