St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Third Sunday in Advent
December 16 & 17, 2017
Jesus Comes: Not As Expected

Prelude (Sunday)
Teen Handbell Choir

Slumber Song of the Infant Jesus
arranged by Larry Sue

Lying amid the oxen mild, sleep, sleep, sleep, my holy Child.
Heavenly cherubim, hosts of seraphim, hover all around the little Lord of love.
Mid lilies white and roses red, sleep, sleep in thy lowly bed.
While gentle shepherds kneel in prayer, sleep, sleep, sleep, my Child so fair.
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 704

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.

Kyrie: The Kyrie, coming from the Greek word for “Lord,” is placed after the confession of sins and
the absolution in Divine Service II. In this context, the Kyrie is not a plea for forgiveness, because we
have just confessed our sins and received forgiveness in the absolution. Rather, having been forgiven
we now boldly come before God and make our requests known to him. For more information on the
Kyrie, see pg. 14 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance.
Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.



The Gloria in Excelsis, the song of the angels from Luke 2 celebrating the birth of the Christ-child,
normally follows the Confession of Sins and Kyrie. During Advent, the Gloria is omitted or replaced to
build anticipation and focus on preparation for the Savior’s birth. It will be restored to the liturgy as we
sing it anew with the angels on Christmas morning.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Malachi 4:1-6
Those who despise the Savior’s coming will be humbled, but those who revere his name will be exalted.
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be
stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a
branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with
healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will
trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these
things,” says the LORD Almighty.
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.
“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He
will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I
will come and strike the land with a curse.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 71
God will not forsake those who anticipate his coming.

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame.
Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;
turn your ear to me and save me.
Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;
for you are my rock and my fortress. Refrain
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Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,
and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when I am old and gray,
do not forsake me, O God,
till I declare your power to the next generation,
your might to all who are to come.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Those who anticipate the Savior’s coming are joyful and at peace with God.
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.
Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to
the good. Avoid every kind of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful
and he will do it.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before
you. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John points to the light – the Messiah – but those around him do not listen.

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came
only as a witness to the light.
Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who
he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.”
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They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you
say about yourself?”
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make
straight the way for the Lord.’ ”
Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one
who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Teen Handbell Choir

Sussex Carol
arranged by Larry Sue

On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring;
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place;
Angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn King.
All our of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night;
“Glory to God and peace to men now and forevermore. Amen!”
Hymn of the Day

Arise, O Christian People
Christian Worship 14

Sermon

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
While We Wait
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Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
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Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes
with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit
until he comes again. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through your holy
prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. We give you sincere
and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent: he has come near to us in human flesh,
redeeming the world from darkness; he comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life
and light; he will come near in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night.
As we receive his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our hearts to the
day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no light, nor lamp, nor
sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes. Come, Lord Jesus.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 14 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Come, O Long-Expected Jesus
Christian Worship 6
The Advent of Our King
Christian Worship 1
I Come, O Savior, To Your Table
Christian Worship 310

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 26

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will
not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member of the
body of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament. As I leave the table,
empower me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Seminary Student Adam Marley (Saturday)
Pastor Kyle Bitter (Sunday)

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ

Teen Handbell Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Greeters

Julie Handeland
Jon Johnson, Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Brian Treichel, Jake Brohn, Dave Allerheiligen (10:30 AM)

Steve & Jennifer Wolf and Adam & Jenny Greggs (8:00 AM)
Carol Willlick, Amy Wilson and Steve & Cindy Zemplinski (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Tom Wessel (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneideer (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
The Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle honors those who were the first
to share the Good News. We continue to share the good news in word and song as we
celebrate around our star-topped Christmas trees.

In Our Prayers
•

Don Hackbarth, released from the care facility and now recovering at home from
injuries sustained in a fall
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Readings for the Week of Advent 3
Matthew 11:11-15..…………………………………..……………Luke 1:5-25
Matthew 3:1-11…….….………………………………………....Luke 1:57-70
Luke 3:10-20……………………………………………………..John 5:31-36
John 1:6-9, 15, 16………………………………………………..Hosea 14:5-9
John 1:29-34…………………………………………….……2 Timothy 4:5-8
Luke 7:29-35…………………………………………………………Isaiah 62
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Parents’ Preview for December 24
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” stanza 4
(Christian Worship 7)
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