St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

Midweek Advent 3, December 19, 2018

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

Midweek Advent 3
December 19, 2018
Prophecy Fulfilled

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Arise, O Christian People
Christian Worship 14
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M:

Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for
providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive
our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive
our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing
your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Scripture Lesson

Malachi 3:1-4

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the LORD you
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says
the LORD Almighty.
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a
refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the
Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in
righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone
by, as in former years.
M:

The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus,
come.

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
Christian Worship 18

Prophecy Fulfilled

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
John answered, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who
has food should do the same.”
Tax collectors also came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely – be content with your pay.”
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly
be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will
come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into
his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John
exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.
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Please stand
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Be seated

pg. 7

Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
M:

In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and
for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and
health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

C:

Lord, hear our prayer.

M:

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,
and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

C:

Lord, hear our prayer.

M:

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:

C:

Thanks be to God.
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M:

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.
Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Prayer for Peace
M:
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are
Christian Worship 27

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Dan Schmal, organ

Worship Notes
•

The Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle honors those who were
the first to share the Good News. We continue to share the good news in word and
song as we celebrate around our star-topped Christmas trees.

St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule
Monday, December 24

Children’s Christmas Eve Service
4:00 PM, Wisconsin Lutheran High School

Monday, December 24

Service of Lessons & Carols
7:00 PM

Tuesday, December 25

Christmas Day Festival Worship
10:00 AM

Saturday, December 29

Worship
5:30 PM

Sunday, December 30

Worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Monday, December 31

New Year’s Eve Worship
6:45 PM

Tuesday, January 1, 2019

New Year’s Day Worship
10:00 AM
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:
st

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support
Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office
7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am

Saturdays at 7:00 pm

www.sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

