St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The First Sunday in Advent
December 1 & 2, 2018
God’s Promise Kept: We see deliverance

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
Christian Worship 26

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Be seated



The Gloria in Excelsis, the song of the angels from Luke 2 celebrating the birth of the Christ-child,
normally follows the Confession of Sins and Kyrie. During Advent, the Gloria is omitted or replaced to
build anticipation and focus on preparation for the Savior’s birth. It will be restored to the liturgy as we
sing it anew with the angels on Christmas morning.
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THE WORD
First Lesson

Genesis 19:15-17, 23-29
In the midst of judgment, the LORD delivered Lot and his family.

With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished.”
When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters
and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them. As soon as they had brought
them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!
Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!”
By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. Then the LORD rained down burning
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah – from the LORD out of the heavens. Thus he overthrew those cities and
the entire plain, including all those living in the cities – and also the vegetation in the land. But Lot’s
wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the
LORD. He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense
smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.
So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of
the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.
Psalm of the Day (Saturday)
We trust in the LORD as we wait for him to deliver us.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
in you I trust, O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,
for they are from of old.
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Psalm 25

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD. Refrain
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.
Look upon my affliction and my distress
and take away all my sins.
Guard my life and rescue me,
for I take refuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Psalm of the Day (Sunday)
Adult Choir

Lift Up Your Heads, O You Gates
edited by William Braun

Lift up your heads, O you gates;
Be lifted up, you ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
He is the Lord strong and mighty,
The Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
Be lifted up, you ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.
Who is he, this King of glory?
The Lord, the Lord Almighty,
He is the King of glory.
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
Be lifted up, you ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.
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Second Lesson
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Paul prays that the Thessalonians might be faithful until God comes to deliver them.
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is
lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. May
the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does
for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our
God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

Luke 21:25-36
Signs of Jesus’ return help us anticipate when he will come again to deliver us.

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is
coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man
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coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift
up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can
see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you
know that the kingdom of God is near.
“I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of
life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on
the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

The Tree of Life
setting by Walker Williams

The tree of life with ev’ry good in Eden’s holy orchard stood,
And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat.
Yet in this garden also grew another tree, of which they knew;
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned against whose eating God had warned.
The stillness of that sacred grove was broken, as the serpent strove
With tempting voice to Eve beguile and Adam too by sin defile.
O day of sadness, when the breath of fear and darkness, doubt and death
Its awful poison first displayed within the world so newly made.



Luke: With the celebration of the First Sunday in Advent, the Christian church begins a new church
year. During this church year (the third year in the Christian Worship Supplement three-year lectionary
series), Gospel readings will primarily come from the Gospel of Luke. The focus of the Gospel of Luke
is on Jesus as the Messiah and on his mission of salvation. For more information on Luke, see pg. 54 in
Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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What mercy God showed to our race, a plan of rescue by his grace:
In sending One from woman’s seed, the One to fill our greatest need –
For on a tree uplifted high his only Son for sin would die,
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread to crush the ancient serpent’s head.
Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame flows life eternal in his name;
For all who trust and will believe, salvation’s living fruit receive.
And of this fruit, so pure and sweet, the Lord invites the world to eat,
To find within this cross of wood the tree of life with ev’ry good.
Hymn of the Day

Savior of the Nations, Come
Christian Worship 2

Sermon

Genesis 19:15-17, 23-29
A Precursor to Advent

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living
in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 704
Behold, a Branch is Growing
Christian Worship 47
O Living Bread from Heaven
Christian Worship 314

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

The King Shall Come (stanzas 1 & 5)
Christian Worship 25
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Readings for the Week of Advent 1
M
T
W
TH
F
S

2 Corinthians 1:15-22………………………………………………Habakkuk 2:1-4
Micah 2:1, 2, 9, 12, 13…….….…………………………………..Colossians 1:9-14
2 Samuel 7:4-9, 11-14a, 16…………………………………………Genesis 49:8-10
Isaiah 64:1-3……………………………………………………...Numbers 24:15-18
Hebrews 10:19-25...…………………………………………………..John 18:33-37
Revelation 22:12-14, 16, 17, 20, 21……………………………...Zephaniah 3:14-17
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Dan Schmal, organ (Saturday)
Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer, Adam Marley (8:00 AM)
Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel (10:30 AM)

Doug Knuth (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Tim & Katie Lesperance, Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Matt & Jenny Bahr, Holly Curtis, Lorna Leyrer (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Peter and Lorrie Hansen in celebration of 39 years of
marriage and blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Kaitlynn Stirling and Benjamin Honeck, married here at St. John’s on Saturday.

•

Joy Schnell, who remains hospitalized at Froedtert.

•

Family and friends of former WLHS instructor Mike Sebald and current WLC professor
Ron Buelow, both of whom the Lord called home recently and whose Christian Victory
services were held last week.
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Parents’ Preview for December 9
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” stanza 2
(Christian Worship 7)

The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.
Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful.
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