St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.
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Midweek Advent 1
December 2, 2020
To Those Who Overcome: Jesus Promises Endurance.

Prelude
God’s Own Son Most Holy
Christian Worship 17

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
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M:

Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for
providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive
our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive
our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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M:

Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing
your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Scripture Lesson

Revelation 2:8-11

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. I know
your afflictions and your poverty – yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you,
the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be
faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be
hurt at all by the second death.”
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M:

The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus,
come.

Hymn of the Day

When All the World Was Cursed
Christian Worship 20
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Sermon

Revelation 2:8-11
Letters to the Seven Churches: Smyrna

Please stand
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
M:

In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and
for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and
health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

C:

Lord, hear our prayer.

M:

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,
and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

C:

Lord, hear our prayer.
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M:

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:

C:

Thanks be to God.

M:

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care.
Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Prayer for Peace
M:
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

The King of Glory Comes
Christian Worship 363
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, organ
St. John’s students (6:45 p.m. preservice music)

Worship Notes
•

The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.
Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971)
Evening Prayer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“God’s Own Son Most Holy” Text and tune public domain.
“When All the World Was Cursed” Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Tune public domain.
“The King of Glory Comes” Text © 1966, 1985 by Willard F. Jabusch, Calvert House, University of
Chicago. Tune public domain.
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org

www.sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

