St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening devices, including
both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the entry
area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the church),
or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service on the TV
monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the
nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship Register.
Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. Visitors are also
asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.
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The Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 24, 2017
Jesus Comes: Be Ready to Receive Him

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Rise, Arise
Christian Worship 30

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

pg. 3

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



The Gloria in Excelsis, the song of the angels from Luke 2 celebrating the birth of the Christ-child,
normally follows the Confession of Sins and Kyrie. During Advent, the Gloria is omitted or replaced to
build anticipation and focus on preparation for the Savior’s birth. It will be restored to the liturgy as we
sing it anew with the angels on Christmas morning.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready
for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

2 Samuel 7:8-16
We receive the home and the rest that God promises to his people.

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the
pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. I have been with you wherever
you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great,
like the names of the greatest men of the earth. And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will
plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will
not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed
leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: When your
days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will
come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for
my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he will be my
son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. But
my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before
you. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established
forever.’ ”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 89 (see pg. 10)
We sing because we receive the LORD’s love.
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Second Lesson

Romans 16:25-27
Through the gospel, we receive the mystery of the incarnation.

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known
through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and
obey him – to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel. Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38
In faith, Mary receives the promise of the birth of an eternal king.

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to
be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For
nothing is impossible with God.”
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left
her.
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
Christian Worship 23

Sermon

Romans 16:25-27
A Mystery Unlocked at Christmas

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory
Handbell solo

In the Bleak Midwinter
arranged by Nancy VanZant
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Advent
M:
O Jesus, Word of God made flesh, through whom the world was formed and by whose Word
all things are upheld, we stand in humble awe and reverence at the great mystery of your
incarnation.
C:

Our reason cannot comprehend how you, the Almighty Son of God, could be born of a
woman and live here as our brother.

M:

But what we cannot understand with our minds, you have graciously enabled our hearts to
accept by faith.

C:

We praise and thank you that through the Holy Spirit, you have directed our hearts to
bow in faith before you.

M:

Through your Spirit, keep us in true repentance, that we may ever confess our sins and
unworthiness and continually trust the sacrifice you made on the cross to save us.

C:

You are indeed our God who was made flesh; our sin-bearer and our substitute; our
hope, our joy, and our peace.

M:

O Savior of the world, send the Holy Spirit to create faith through the gospel that all may find
in you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

C:

Fill us with your Holy Spirit and move us to share this saving message with those around
us.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

As we anticipate your coming to the manger in Bethlehem, remind us also of your daily
coming to us in Word and Sacrament and of your glorious coming on the last day.

C:

Our hearts long for that day when we will see you face to face. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Zion, at Your Shining Gates (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 701

Please stand
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

See in Yonder Manger Low
Christian Worship 58

Announcements
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Text and tune public domain.
“Psalm 89” Tune and tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Readings for the Week of Advent 4
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Isaiah 45:1-8.…………………………………………..Luke 1:39-56
1 Corinthians 2:6-10….….…………………………… Jeremiah 31:2-6, 14
Mark 3:31-35…………………………………………. Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7……….………………………………… Isaiah 40:9-11
John 1:29-34…….……………………………………. 2 Timothy 4:5-8
John 19:25b-27.………………………………………..Isaiah 52:5-53:5
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Psalm 89

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever;
I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that your love stands firm forever;
that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. Refrain
O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?
You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,
who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.
They rejoice in your name all day long;
they exult in your righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Eric Sipe, organ
Kristi Meyer, handbells
Pastor Kyle Bitter, piano

Head Ushers

Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)

Greeters

John Frailing, Sue Freedlund and Greg & Stephanie Lamas (8:00 AM)
Bruce & Kary Ailey and Matt & Jenny Bahr (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The Fourth Advent Candle: The Angels’ Candle is the candle of joy and love – a
reminder of the grace that is given to all who know the Christ Child.
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Parents’ Preview for December 31
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 111 Refrain
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule
Sunday, December 24

Children’s Christmas Eve Service
At Wisconsin Lutheran High School 4:00 PM

Sunday, December 24

Lessons & Carols
7:00 PM

Monday, December 25

Christmas Day Festival Worship
10:00 AM

Saturday, December 30

No evening worship

Sunday, December 31

Worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Sunday, December 31

New Year’s Eve Worship
6:45 PM

Monday, January 1, 2018

New Year’s Day Worship
10:00 AM
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