St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The First Sunday in Advent
December 2 & 3, 2017
Jesus Comes: To Destroy and Save

Prelude (Sunday)
Brass ensemble

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide
by Johannes Brahms

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

When Sinners See Their Lost Condition
Christian Worship 32

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Be seated



The Gloria in Excelsis, the song of the angels from Luke 2 celebrating the birth of the Christ-child,
normally follows the Confession of Sins and Kyrie. During Advent, the Gloria is omitted or replaced to
build anticipation and focus on preparation for the Savior’s birth. It will be restored to the liturgy as we
sing it anew with the angels on Christmas morning.
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THE WORD
First Lesson
Genesis 6:1-3, 5-14, 17-22
In the waters of the flood, God destroyed mankind but saved Noah and his family.
When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of
God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. Then the
LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred
and twenty years.”
The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the
earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created,
from the face of the earth – men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the
air – for I am grieved that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.
This is the account of Noah.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. Noah
had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth
had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, “I am going to
put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to
destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it
with pitch inside and out. I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the
heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will
establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark – you and your sons and your wife and your
sons’ wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep
them alive with you. Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature
that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take every kind of food that is
to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”
Noah did everything just as God commanded him.
Psalm of the Day (Saturday)
God’s people welcome the King of glory who comes to save.
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Psalm 24

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
he will receive blessing from God his Savior.
Refrain
Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is he, this King of glory?
The LORD Almighty – he is the King of glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Psalm of the Day (Sunday)
Adult Choir

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God
arranged by Hal Hopson

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.
Holy Son of God, thy truth unseal. Thy love reveal.
Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee,
Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.
Holy Son of God, come in thy might. Send forth thy light.
Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee.
Come, Jesus, O holy Son of God. For thee we long.
Hear thou our prayer. To thee be glory now and evermore.
Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee.
Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God. To thee be glory evermore.
Second Lesson

1 Peter 3:18-22
In the waters of baptism, God saves us from his coming judgment.

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the
spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark
was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water
symbolizes baptism that now saves you also – not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven
and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Mark 13:32-37
In keeping watch, we prepare for when God will come in judgment and salvation.

“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away:
He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the
door to keep watch.
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back –
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do
not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ”

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

Savior of the Nations, Come
arranged by William Braun

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.
Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God
Was the Word of God made flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.
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Then stepped forth the Lord of all from his pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, his heroic course began.
Glory to the Father sing, glory to the Son, our King,
Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity.
Hymn of the Day

Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates
Christian Worship 3

Sermon

1 Peter 3:18-22
Where’s Your Hope?

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.
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M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living
in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Be seated
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Baptismal Waters Cover Me (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 739
The King Shall Come
Christian Worship 25
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Christian Worship 309

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide (stanzas 1 & 3)
Christian Worship 22

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

_________________________
The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that
anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.
Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, organ
Carolyn Sachs & Adam Sipe, trumpet
Kathryn Hendee, French horn
Ed Miller, trombone

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Lawrence Totsky, Dan Ebeling, Cary Haakenson (8:00 AM)
Adam Sipe, Mike Swenson (10:30 AM)
Mark Naumann (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)
Paul Katzer, Chris Sturdevant, and Peter & Sharon Trettin (8:00 AM)
John & Julie Rader, and Mark & Cynthia Rouse (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Rolf and Cindy Aldinger in celebration of their 45th wedding
anniversary, and in thanks for God’s blessings.

•

The standard flowers are placed by Peter and Lorrie Hansen in celebration of their 38th
wedding anniversary, and in thanks for God’s blessings.

In Our Prayers
•

Friends and family of Zhouzhao Zhang, (father of Qing and father-in-law of Pastor Joshua
Yu) who went to be with his Lord this past Tuesday at the age of 84. His Christian victory
service will be held on Monday at 11:00 AM at the Heritage Funeral Home in Greenfield,
with visitation beginning at 9:00 AM.

•

Allen Treichel (father of Keith and Brian Treichel and Debbie Pollesch), recovering from
his recent brain aneurism surgery.

•

Peter Kratz (35-year-old son of former St. John’s teacher Diane Kratz and husband Pastor
Ken), hospitalized in St. Paul, MN recovering from a significant heart event.

•

Don Hackbarth, hospitalized at Froedert Hospital.
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Parents’ Preview for December 10
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” stanza 2
(Christian Worship 7)
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief
and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart
that the gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son. Sustain me with your Spirit,
that I may serve you here on earth until my joy is complete in heaven and I share
with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.
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Readings for the Week of Advent 1
M
T
W
TH
F
S

2 Corinthians 1:15-22………………………………………………Habakkuk 2:1-4
Micah 2:1, 2, 9, 12, 13…….….…………………………………..Colossians 1:9-14
2 Samuel 7:4-9, 11-14a, 16…………………………………………Genesis 49:8-10
Isaiah 64:1-3……………………………………………………...Numbers 24:15-18
Hebrews 10:19-25...…………………………………………………..John 18:33-37
Revelation 22:12-14, 16, 17, 20, 21……………………………...Zephaniah 3:14-17
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