St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

•

The pastors, staff, school faculty, and their families join in wishing all of you a new
year in which we grow together in grace, faith, our love for the Word, and our desire
to serve our Lord.

New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2017
A year of God’s grace

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Once Again My Heart Rejoices
Christian Worship 37

PRIVATE CONFESSION
M:

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden.
Amen.

Please kneel
C:

O Lord, hear my prayer,
listen to my cry for mercy,
and in your faithfulness, come to my relief.
Do not bring your servant into judgment,
for no one living is righteous before you.
Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.
Do not hide your face from me,
for I have put my trust in you.
Show me the way I should go,
for to you I lift up my soul.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.

Silence for private confession
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have
sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with
my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that
trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.
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M:

Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for
the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?

C:

Yes, I believe.

M:

Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are
a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.

C:

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for the love
you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him you have rescued me from
the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against
temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love
and good works. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

pg. 4

Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly on the
brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter the new year
trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

pg. 5

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Isaiah 51:1-6
Because of God’s grace, his salvation will last forever.

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD:
Look to the rock from which you were cut
and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
look to Abraham, your father,
and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
When I called him he was but one,
and I blessed him and made him many.
The LORD will surely comfort Zion
and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
he will make her deserts like Eden,
her wastelands like the garden of the LORD.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
“Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation:
The law will go out from me;
my justice will become a light to the nations.
My righteousness draws near speedily,
my salvation is on the way,
and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
look at the earth beneath;
the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment
and its inhabitants die like flies.
But my salvation will last forever,
my righteousness will never fail.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 90 (see pg. 16)
Because of God’s grace, we can number our days aright.
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Second Lesson

1 Peter 1:22-25
Because of God’s grace, his word remains forever.

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your
brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed,
but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For,
“All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord stands forever.”
And this is the word that was preached to you.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia.

Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Luke 13:6-9
Because of God’s grace, a fig tree is permitted one more year of life.

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for
fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years
now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should
it use up the soil?’
“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it
bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Across the Sky the Shades of Night
Christian Worship 69

Sermon

Psalm 90:12
Another Year, Another Chance

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
M:

O Holy Trinity, we thank you for blessing us in many ways during the year now drawing to a
close. Behind us lies the path our lives have traveled.

C:

By your grace our sins found forgiveness, and from your hand we received countless
good things.

M:

Ahead of us stretches the trail, unknown and unbroken, but we do not fear to travel it. We
know that you are always with us and that you will guide the affairs of our lives for our good.

C:

Keep us continually under your tender care. Turn our sorrows to rejoicing and give us
help in times of trouble.

M:

As we gather in your name to end the year, give us the same spiritual resolve in the year to
come. Make us diligent students of your Word and grant us guidance and comfort from it for
our daily lives.

C:

Make our faith and our love for you grow stronger, and equip us to turn away every
temptation and to carry out every good work.
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M:

Throughout every age, your Church has endured. In the coming year, continue to hold your
protecting hand over your faithful people. Bless them with a unity of spirit and a commitment
to the truth.

C:

Grant to all members of this congregation mutual love, trust, and respect, so that we may
live and worship to your glory.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

May all that we do in the new year and throughout our lives be done for you. Guide our lives
according to your good and gracious will.

C:

Whether we live or die, let us glorify you, for we are your children. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.
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M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder
and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in
our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Be seated
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Abide with Me
Christian Worship 588
Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We
Christian Worship 46
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
Christian Worship 311

Please stand

THANKSGIVING

M:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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M:

Eternal God and Father, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the
events of our lives you bless us with your love. In the coming year, grant that we may know
your presence, see your power at work, and live in anticipation of the day when we will
forever be with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

The Old Year Now Has Passed Away (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 71

Announcements
Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musician

Lynn Kozlowski, organ

Altar Assistants

Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann, Greg Martin

Head Usher

Michael Schneider

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
The Common Service, adapted by James E. Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 90” Tune Eugene Englert © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
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Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night.
Refrain
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Refrain
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of your
life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that
I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains
in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin Sunday, January 7 at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Exodus
Taught by Dr. John Lawrenz in the Fellowship Hall
January 7 – April 8 (except January 28 & April 1)
It was the word Jesus selected to describe his coming death and resurrection on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Jesus connected what God did for “his son” Israel under Moses in Egypt with what the
only begotten Son was about to do for the whole world in Jerusalem. The night of the Passover speaks
to Jesus as the Lamb of God. The Red Sea passage is a precursor of the baptismal drowning of Satan
and the forces of evil. On Sinai Israel becomes God’s treasured possession. The book closes with the
planning, building and dedication of God’s dwelling place in spite of backsliding apostasy.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
A new class begins January 21
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christine doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend. Please note there will also be some week-night evening classes.
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