St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exodus: The Gospel in the Old Testament: Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Transfiguration
February 10 & 11, 2018
Why Follow Jesus? We have seen his glory.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair
Please stand to sing the final stanza
setting by Adam Sipe
Congregation will sing all stanzas on Saturday and bold stanzas only on Sunday
C:

Oh, wondrous type! Oh, vision fair
Of glory that the Church may share,
Which Christ upon the mountain shows,
Where brighter than the sun he glows!

Choir:

With Moses and Elijah nigh
Th’incarnate Lord holds converse high,
And from the cloud the Holy One
Bears record to the only Son.

C:

With shining face and bright array
Christ deigns to manifest today
What glory shall be theirs above
Who trust in his atoning love.

Choir:

And faithful hearts are raised on high
By this great vision’s mystery,
For which in joyful strains we raise
The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
(continued on the next page)



Transfiguration: The Epiphany season is appropriately bookended by festivals that celebrate the
revealing of Christ’s divine nature: the Baptism of Our Lord (the first Sunday after the Epiphany) and
Transfiguration (the last Sunday after the Epiphany). For more information on Transfiguration, see pg.
30 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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C:

O Father, with th’eternal Son
And Holy Spirit, ever one,
We pray you, bring us by your grace
To see your glory face to face.

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

DIALOGUE FOR TRANSFIGURATION
M:

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.

C:

Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.
Psalm 96:4, 6

M:

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ,

C:

but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

M:

For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

C:

We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the
sacred mountain.
2 Peter 1:16-18

M:

God speaks to us in his Word, but we are often guilty of neglecting to hear his voice. For these
and all our other sins, let us approach him with a true heart and ask him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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M:

The word of the Lord is a lamp to our feet and a light for our path. Hear this word of Christ
through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

We have the word of the prophets made more certain, and we will do well to pay attention to
it,

C:

as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our
hearts.
2 Peter 1:19
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on
the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of
his heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

2 Kings 2:1-12a
Elisha sees God’s glory as Elijah is taken up into heaven.

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel.
The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the LORD
is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”
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And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to
Jericho.
The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the
LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”
And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them walked on.
Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where
Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with
it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken
from you?”
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.
“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it
will be yours – otherwise not.”
As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this
and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no
more.
Psalm of the Day
We see the glory and splendor of the LORD above the earth and the heavens.

Praise the LORD from the heavens,
praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels,
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
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Psalm 148

Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars.
Refrain
Praise the LORD from the earth,
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding,
you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,
young men and maidens, old men and children.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Through the gospel of Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God’s light in our hearts.
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as
your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine
in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
Verse of the Day (Saturday)
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
Alleluia.
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Verse of the Day (Sunday)
Adult Choir

This Is My Beloved Son
by Kurt Nystedt

He was still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them,
And a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son,
With whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him.”
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Mark 9:2-9
On the mountain, Peter, James, and John see God’s glory.

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter
than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who
were talking with Jesus.
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him!”
Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day
Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (see pg. 16)
Congregation will sing all stanzas on Saturday and marked stanzas only on Sunday
Sermon

2 Kings 2:1-12a
A Glorious Exit

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church for Transfiguration
M:
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you declared Jesus to be your
beloved Son.
C:

Preserve us in the faith that we might always listen to him alone for forgiveness and
salvation.

M:

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you spoke from the cloud and
commanded us to listen to your Son.

C:

Bless pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who have been called to proclaim your holy
Word.

M:

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, your Son revealed himself to
be fully God yet still fully man.

C:

Look upon those who suffer from affliction in body and mind, and grant them healing
and deliverance according to your will.

M:

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, your Son descended from the
glorious mountaintop and continued his way to the cross.

C:

As we descend from this festive day into the shadowy valley of Lent, grant us penitent
hearts that confess our sin and joy in the salvation won for us at the cross.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you showed your faithfulness
to Moses, Elijah, and all the saints who have gone before us.

C:

Grant that we may live under your Son’s cross and in your grace until that day when we
are raised from the dead to behold your glory. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Down from the Mount of Glory
Christian Worship 97

Please stand
M:

Lord Jesus Christ, God from God and Light from Light, in dazzling glory you revealed
yourself to Peter, James, and John. We thank you for continuing to reveal your glory to your
Church through your Word. Send your blessing upon this Word which has been spoken to us,
and by your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of you, that day by day we may be
strengthened in your truth and remain steadfast in your grace; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA
M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the
first day of Lent. On that day, we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While
the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted
and quiet. For centuries, therefore, Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant
songs during this season, including the word alleluia, which means “praise the Lord.”
With our closing hymn, we will say farewell to alleluia for a time. We do this to prepare
ourselves for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to
shout our praise to the risen Lord.
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Be seated
Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Song of Gladness
arranged by John Behnke

All:
All:
Women:
All:
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Announcements
WELS Connection

Christian Aid and Relief

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair” Text public domain.
“Psalm 148” Tune J. Robert Carroll © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“This Is My Beloved Son” Text based on Matthew 17:5.
“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” © 2002 Concordia Publishing House.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.

Readings for the Week of Transfiguration
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Luke 13:31-35.………………………………………………Genesis 13:7-18
Luke 9:18-23….….………………………………………….Luke 9:51-56
Ash Wednesday
Luke 9:57b-62……….………………………………………Genesis 15:1-6
Isaiah 58:5-12…….………………………………….………Matthew 6:1-8
Mark 9:14-29.…………………………………………….….Mark 6:45-52
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Brian Kent, piano (Saturday)
Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)
Carolyn Sachs & Adam Sipe, trumpet (Sunday)
Kathryn Hendee, French horn (Sunday)
Ed Miller, trombone (Sunday)

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Head Ushers

Greeters

Tom Wessel (Saturday)
Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Peter & Sharon Trettin and Steve & Jennifer Wolf (8:00 AM)
Mary Rindfleisch, Becky Rehborg and Mark & Chris Rindfleisch (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Barbara J. Weihing in memory of her father Gilbert W.
Weihing, and brothers Gordon G. Weihing and Merle R. Weihing, and for blessings received.

•

The standard flowers are placed by Kurt and Julie, and John and Ryan Handeland in memory
of Nathan Michael, who would be ten years old.

In Our Prayers
•

Thanksgiving for Zachary Todor, released from the hospital this week
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Parents’ Preview for February 18
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)”
“Lamb of God,” sung immediately before communion, echoes the cry of John the Baptist
in celebrating Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
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Lenten Worship Opportunities
St. John’s midweek Lenten services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 PM and 6:45 PM.
Lenten fellowship meals will be served between services beginning at 4:30 PM.
February 14 – Ash Wednesday (3:30 PM and 6:45 PM Communion Services)
Menu: Ham and rolls
February 21 – Midweek Lent 2
Theme: Jesus Is Our Compassionate High Priest
Preacher: Pastor Aaron Robinson
Menu: Chili dogs
February 28 – Midweek Lent 3
Theme: Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priests
Preacher: Pastor Tom Knickelbein
Menu: Italian night
March 7 – Midweek Lent 4
Theme: Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest
Preacher: Pastor Keith Amborn
Menu: Casserole night
March 14 – Midweek Lent 5
Theme: Jesus Is Our Self-Sacrificing High Priest
Preacher: Pastor Joel Leyrer
Menu: Pulled pork
March 21 – Midweek Lent 6
Theme: Jesus Our Great High Priest Serves at a Great Altar
Preacher: Pastor James Wilcox
Menu: Sloppy joes
March 29 – Maundy Thursday (3:30 PM and 6:45 PM Communion Services)
March 30 – Good Friday (1:00 PM Communion Service)
March 30 – Good Friday (6:45 PM Tenebrae Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (6:00 AM Sunrise Service)
April 1 – Easter Sunday (8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Festival Services)
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