St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m.
Male and Female He Created Them: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany
February 8 & 9, 2020
The Savior’s Sermon: Let your light shine!

Prelude

Speak, O Lord
arranged by James Koerts
Reflections on “Beach Spring”
arranged by Lloyd Larson
Blessed Jesus, At Your Lord
arranted by Charles Callahan

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 750

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as
a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
pg. 4

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our
ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Joshua 24:14-24
The Israelites respond to the light of God’s grace shining in their lives.

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers
worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! It was the
LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and
performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the
nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the
Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.”
Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods,
he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”
But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.”
Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to
the LORD, the God of Israel.”
And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 111
The light of God’s grace can be seen in his works and deeds.
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Great are the works of the LORD;
they are pondered by all who delight in them.
Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures forever.
He has caused his wonders to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and compassionate. Refrain
The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy.
He provided redemption for his people;
he ordained his covenant forever.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
1 Peter 2:9-12
As aliens and strangers in this world, we strive to reflect the light of God’s grace.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which
war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
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Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 5:13-20
As salt and light, we strive to reflect the light of God’s grace.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Living God’s Love
by Mark Patterson

Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 1 & 2
May the word of Christ dwell richly in you
As you teach one another with wisdom and with love;
Giving thanks to God in all that you do;
In the psalms of praise, in the hymns of faith, and the songs of the Spirit too:
May the word of Christ dwell richly in you.
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For you are the people chosen by God
To live a life of compassion and kindness to all:
Working together, helping each other, living God’s love.
May the word of Christ dwell richly in you
As you teach one another with wisdom and with love;
Giving thanks to God in all that you do;
In the psalms of praise, in the hymns of faith, and the songs of the Spirit too:
May the word of Christ dwell richly in you.
Hymn of the Day

Thy Strong Word
Christian Worship 280

Sermon

1 Peter 2:9-12
See Yourself Clearly

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering

Rock of Ages
arranged by Gary Lanier

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

For all people, that we might have confidence in our right standing before you because of the
perfect righteousness that comes only from Jesus, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

For this congregation, that the mercy we have received might show itself through service to
our neighbors in a reflection of the love we know in our Savior, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

For all Christians, that we might be granted a genuine and repentant faith that turns from our
sins and trusts in Christ for forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

M:

For this country, that those whom you have placed into positions of public trust might serve
honorably and be given our honor and respect, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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M:

For the sick and suffering, that you might grant them relief from pain and healing for their
afflictions according to your will, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

For these things and for whatever else you know that we need, heavenly Father, grant us for
the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Speak, O Lord (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 735

Please stand
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
pg. 11

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Lift High the Cross
Christian Worship 579

Announcements
WELS Connection

New Hymnal Project

Postlude

Thy Strong Word
arranged by Valerie Floeter

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister
Musicians

Greeters

Pastor Eric Schroeder
Mandy Treder, piano
Adam Sipe, trumpet
Kathryn Hendee & Christian Willick, French horn
Becky Rehborg, alto saxophone
Chris Sturdevant, John Frailing, Wendy & Olivia Close (8:00 a.m.)
Leslie Campbell, Toni Parker, Kathryn Hendee, Holly Curtis (10:30 a.m.)

Head Ushers

Matt Bahr (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.)
Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.)

AV Operators

Dan Schmal (8:00 a.m.)
Brian Cleary (10:30 a.m.)

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by Kurt, Julie, John, and Ryan Handeland in memory of Nathan
Michael, who would have been 12, and in gratitude to the Savior for the eternal life he now
enjoys, and by Jason and Melissa Gregory in celebration of Elsa and Nora’s 15th birthday.

In Our Prayers
•

St. John’s teacher, David Leyrer, as he deliberates the two divine calls he now holds.
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“Living God’s Love” Text © 2014 Choristers Guild.
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Readings for the Week of Epiphany 5
M
T
W
R
F
S

Matthew 13:36-43
Matthew 13:47-52
Matthew 13:31-35
Luke 12:54-59
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Luke 13:22-30

Daniel 2:1-23
Daniel 2:27-47
Isaiah 7:1-9
1 Kings 22:2-28
Ezekiel 3:16-21
Isaiah 25:1-18
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Parents’ Preview for February 16
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)
The Nunc Dimittis (coming from the Latin for “Now dismiss”) quotes the words of Simeon as he held
the baby Jesus in the temple. It is sung after the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. As Simeon saw the
promised Messiah, we also see Jesus in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. Although the Lord’s
Supper has ended, its shared unity continues as we depart from the church building into the world.
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