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Welcome to Worship! 
This world tries to provide comfort when a loved one dies by reassuring us that we'll always 

remember them. But Jesus provides a better solution to death than mere memories: he promises 

life. He promises that we will one day see our loved ones who died in faith. We'll walk with them 

in heaven and will never be separated from them. And how can we be certain of this? Because 

Jesus himself was raised to life on Easter Sunday—and so all God's people will also be raised from 

their graves on the Last Day. 

 

As we await that Last Day, we have a calling: to spread the Gospel message so that many more 

might join us in heaven. Next week, we'll celebrate the results of our capital campaign designed to 

allow our church and school to better carry out that Gospel ministry. If you haven't yet, please 

take time this week to prayerfully consider your financial commitment and return your Promise 

Sheet to worship next weekend. 

 

Worship Notes 
It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill your heart 

with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that Jesus Christ is our 

Savior from sin. 

 

If you need assistance with anything during worship—including large-print service folders and 

assisted listening devices—please ask one of our ushers. Restrooms are located at the far end of 

the entry area. Small children can be taken into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed during the worship service. Changing tables 

are available in the mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included with the 

service folder or located online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed cards may be placed in 

the baskets by the exit. 

 

Bible Study 
Last week, we considered our Savior’s state of humiliation in “Christology 101.” This week, Pres. 

Earle Treptow will lead us in a look at the flip side of the coin: Jesus’ state of exultation. Please 

join us for Bible study at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall!  
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 25 & 26, 2023 
 

Our Greatest Needs: Life for the Dead 

 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 566 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen.  
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for 

our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, 

victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading 2 Kings 4:17–37 
Elisha gives life back to the son of a grieving mother. 

 

 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a 

son, just as Elisha had told her. 

 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19He said to 

his father, “My head! My head!”  



pg. 5 

 

 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had lifted him up and 

carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21She went up and 

laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out. 

 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go 

to the man of God quickly and return.” 

 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.” 

 “That’s all right,” she said. 

 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell 

you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 

 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the 

Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your 

child all right?’ ” 

 “Everything is all right,” she said. 

 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over 

to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the LORD 

has hidden it from me and has not told me why.” 

 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?” 

 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. 

Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s 

face.” 

 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” 

So he got up and followed her. 

 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. 

So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.” 

 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33He went in, shut 

the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, 

mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body 

grew warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed 

and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. 

 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he 

said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her 

son and went out. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 130 
 

 

 

 
  

Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 

    Lord, / hear my voice. 

Let your ears be at- / tentive 

    to my cry for / mercy. 

If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 

    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.    Refrain 

  

I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 

    and in his word I / put my hope. 

I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 

Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption. 

He himself will redeem / Israel 

    from / all their sins. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Michael Joncas © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
709971  
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Second Reading Romans 8:11–19 
God promises to give life back to his children and make them heirs of everlasting glory. 

 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 

according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you received 

does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought 

about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 

God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share 

in his glory. 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 11:25 
Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me will live, even though they die. Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Gospel John 11:17–27,38–45 
Jesus gives life back to Lazarus and proves his power over death. 

 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I 

know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  
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 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 

into the world.” 

 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 

 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 

been there four days.” 

 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 

standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Saturday) Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 
Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Karen Roth 

 
Gracious God, you send great blessings new each morning all our days. 

For your mercies never ending, for your love we offer praise.  

Refrain:  Lord, we pray that we, your people who your gifts unnumbered claim, 

   through the sharing of your blessings may bring glory to your name. 

 

In his earthly life, our Savior knew the care of faithful friends; 

 may our deeds of dedication offer love that never ends. Refrain 

 

Heav’nly Father, may our caring bear the imprint of your grace; 

with the Son and Holy Spirit, praise be yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971  
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Anthem (8:00 a.m.) When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Ronald Kaufman 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God. 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Hymn of the Day O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 
Christian Worship 571 

 

Sermon Romans 8:11-19 
Unusually Obligated (Saturday) 

 

Our New Life in Christ (Sunday) 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayer of the Church 
Dearest Lord Jesus, accept our humble thanks for becoming one of us: the Word made flesh who 

fulfilled all that was necessary for our eternal redemption. 

You lived a holy life that your perfect obedience might be credited to us. 

  

Bearing our sins, you willingly traveled the agonizing path to the cross where God laid on you the 

iniquity of us all. 

You died an innocent death that we might live forever in heaven. 

  

Keep this message of pardon granted and salvation won always on our hearts and lips, that we 

may tell those around us of your grace and mercy. 

Remind us daily of the depths of your love, and provide us with opportunities to live out 

this love in our lives. 

  

On those days when trials and temptations threaten to overshadow your love for us, cause us to 

remember your promise to never leave us or forsake us. 

Even in our darkest hours, give us the strength to bear our crosses and remain firm in our 

faith. 

  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

  

As we continue our journey in this fallen world, remind us that our present sufferings are not 

worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

Bring us quickly to the day when we will exchange our crosses for a crown of glory. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering electronically or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or 

visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Hymn Children of the Heavenly Father 
Christian Worship 502  

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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Please stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 
Christian Worship 931 

 

Announcements 
 

WELS Connection Christian Aid & Relief—Florida 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 

Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Seminary Student Ethan Carter (Saturday) 

 Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday) 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Megan Bauer, piano (Saturday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland  

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• All those who are currently deliberating or who have recently decided on divine calls: 

o Pastor Brett Krause, currently serving at Zion Lutheran Church in Denver, CO, whom 

we called to serve as our next discipleship pastor. 

o Laura Otto, currently serving at Salem Lutheran School in Milwaukee, who recently 

accepted our call to serve as our Early Learning Center Director. 

 

• Suzanne Swenson, who is scheduled for an additional surgery on Wednesday, March 29. 

 

• Brian Denk, who is recovering from back surgery. 

 

• Cheryl Thompson, who was scheduled for hip replacement surgery on Thursday, March 

23. 

 

• Elsa Gregory, who was scheduled for surgery to repair a torn ACL on Friday, March 24. 
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Parents’ Preview for April 2 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: 
a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is  

that parents will teach this portion of the service to their children at home  

during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

(Christian Worship 414, stanza 1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 
Tune: Public domain  
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Holy Week & Easter Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  

 

Thursday, April 6 Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion 
 3:30 & 6:45 p.m.  

 

Friday, April 7 Good Friday Worship with Holy Communion 
 1:0o p.m. 

  

Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 
 6:45 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 9 Easter Sunrise Worship 
 6:00 a.m.  

  

Easter Festival Worship 
 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

 Easter Breakfast 
 7:15 a.m. 
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Readings for the Week of Lent 5 
 

  

M Hebrews 7:23-27 Hebrews 8:1-4,6-13 

T John 7:1-13 Hebrews 9:15-22 

W John 13:31-35 Hebrews 9:24-28 

R Hebrews 10:1-10 Hebrews 10:11-18 

F John 11:47-55 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

S Exodus 32:30-34 Hebrews 10:19-23 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 
Pastor Joel Schwartz 
joel.schwartz@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue  
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org 
   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


