St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

Midweek Lent 4, March 27, 2019

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

These midweek vesper services have been planned for the purpose of helping
you to prepare your hearts as we walk the way of the cross with our Savior. Our
theme this year is “Three Words of Truth.” During this season of Lent, we
will focus on a poignant three-word phrase from the record of Jesus’ passion and
resurrection.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders are available in the round tract rack in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.
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Prelude
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Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

At the Name of Jesus
Christian Worship 344

CONFESSION OF SINS
L:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

G:

who made heaven and earth.

L:

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

G:

we have sinned against you in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver us and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

L:

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

G:

Amen.

Be seated
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 33

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm. Refrain
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Psalm Prayer
L:
Lord God, through your Son you made the heavens and the earth; through him you continue to
rule over all things. Make us, your chosen people, witnesses of your power and heralds of your
glory to the praise of your unfailing love, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
G:

Amen.

Scripture Lesson

The Passion History
The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering
and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers.

Anthem (6:45 p.m.)
Adult Choir

For God So Loved the World
edited by William Braun

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
That whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Hymn of the Day

He Stood Before the Court
Christian Worship 115

Sermon

John 18:33-40
“What is Truth?”

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?”
“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to
me. What is it you have done?”
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for
a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the
Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.
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Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand

Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
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Lord’s Prayer

Be seated
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Hymn

You Are the Way; Through You Alone
Christian Worship 356

Please stand
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Blessing
L:
The almighty and merciful Lord – the Father, the Son
keep us.
G:

and the Holy Spirit – bless us and

Amen.

Be seated
Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Lenten Worship Schedule
April 3 and 10 at 3:30 and 6:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Services
Maundy Thursday, April 18
Communion Service at 3:30 and 6:45 p.m.
Good Friday, April 19
Communion Service at 1:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service at 6:45 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 21
Sunrise Service at 6:00 a.m.
Breakfast at 7:15 a.m.
Festival Worship Service at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Josh Zarling

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Lynn Kozlowski, organ

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Ushers

Keith Hackbarth, Students (3:30 p.m.)
Kerry Kuehn (6:45 p.m.)

AV Operator

Jonah / Riley Rindfleisch

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Prayer at the Close of the Day II from Christian Worship: New Service Settings
Artist: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 33” Tune Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing
House.
“For God So Loved the World” Text from John 3:16.
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am

Saturdays at 7:00 pm

sjtosa.org

sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

