St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m.
Male and Female He Created Them: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Second Sunday in Lent
March 7 & 8, 2020
The Battle for Your Soul: Victory by faith.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (Saturday & 8:00 a.m.)
Christian Worship 338
Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (10:30 a.m.)
Christian Worship 295

Holy Baptism (10:30 a.m.)
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Christian Worship, pg. 12
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Genesis 12:1-8
Abram had faith in God’s promise that all peoples would be blessed through his line.
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go
to the land I will show you.
“I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old
when he set out from Haran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and
they arrived there.
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that
time the Canaanites were in the land. The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will
give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 121
Faith connects us to God’s blessings.

I lift up my eyes to the hills.
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip,
he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep. Refrain
The LORD watches over you,
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all harm,
he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Second Lesson

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
God promises righteousness through faith in his promises.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? If, in fact,
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about – but not before God. What does the
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However,
to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as
righteousness.
It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir
of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law are heirs,
faith has no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings wrath. And where there is no law
there is no transgression.
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring – not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of
Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed – the God who gives life to the dead and calls things
that are not as though they were.
Verse of the Day
M:
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Please stand
Gospel

John 4:5-26
The Samaritan woman receives Jesus’ promises by faith.

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about the sixth hour.
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask
me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would
have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
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Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
“I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain,
but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we
do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father
seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.”
Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Handbells & Choir

Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You
arranged by Martha Lynn Thompson

Lord, I stretch my hands to you;
No other help I know.
If you should leave me all alone;
Where, then, shall I go?
Oh, Lord, I give my soul to you;
I seek your care and love.
No other blessings do I need
But those from you above.
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Lord, I ask you: give me faith,
And help me understand,
And, Lord, when I this life shall leave,
Just hold me in your hand.
Lord, I stretch my hands to you;
No other help I know.
If you should leave me all alone;
Where, then, shall I go? Amen.
Hymn of the Day

God Loved the World So That He Gave
Christian Worship 391

Sermon

Genesis 12:1-8
The Witness of Abraham

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by
his obedient death on the cross.
C:

We confess that without your love we are lost.

M:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

C:

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the
cost.

M:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution
for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what
is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith
and their values as Christians.

C:

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

M:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by
war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

C:

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.
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M:

Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors, physicians and nurses, social
workers and caring friends, all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the
dying.

C:

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of
death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Built on the Rock
Christian Worship 529

Please stand

pg. 10

M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Preserve Your Word, O Savior
Christian Worship 289

Announcements
WELS Connection

Home Missions/Richland Center

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Greeters

Mark & Mary Meissner, Jes & Sue Mariscal (8:00 a.m.)
Toni Parker, Mary Perez (10:30 a.m.)

Head Ushers

Matt Bahr (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.)
Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.)

AV Operators

Dan Schmal (8:00 a.m.)
Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.)

Worship Notes
•

Ella Mae Herbst, daughter of Adam and Nicole (nee Bleecker) Herbst, will be baptized during
the 10:30 a.m. service. Serving as sponsors are Josh and Jena Bleeker and Amy and Will Van
Dalen.

In Our Prayers
•

Sam Fletcher, convalescing at home.
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Parents’ Preview for March 15
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound” (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 379
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Readings for the Week of Lent 2
M
T
W
R
F
S

John 7:14-18
Acts 5:17-29
1 Samuel 3:1-18
Jeremiah 20:7-13
Hebrews 5:4-10
Matthew 21:33-46

Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19
Acts 5:34-42
Matthew 21:28-32
Acts 16:8-15
Isaiah 41:8-13
Isaiah 49:7-13
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