St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21 & 22, 2018
Jesus Lives: To Be Our Good Shepherd

Prelude
Junior Handbell Choir

Amazing Grace (10:30 AM)
arranged by Larry Sue

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia
Christian Worship 150

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.



Good Shepherd Sunday: In the Lutheran liturgy, the Fourth Sunday of Easter is designated as Good
Shepherd Sunday. Beginning with this Sunday, the readings begin to transition from the festival half of
the church year to the non-festival half of the church year. The festival half of the church year,
consisting of the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter, focuses on the life of
Christ. The non-festival half of the church year, consisting of the seasons of Pentecost and End Times,
focuses on the life of the Christian – a life of discipleship. Therefore, it is particularly appropriate that
the Gospels for the next four Sundays focus on Jesus’ relationship with his disciples and his final
teachings and instructions before ascending into heaven.
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M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.

pg. 4

to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Final Refrain

Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead
us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson

Acts 20:28-32
The Good Shepherd protects his flock through the shepherds he equips.

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave,
savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard!
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.
“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
Psalm of the Day (Saturday)

Psalm 23

The Good Shepherd brings his sheep safely through this life.

The LORD is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside quiet waters.
He restores my soul;
he guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
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Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Refrain
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Psalm of the Day (Sunday)
Adult Choir

Know that the Lord is God
edited by William Braun

Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Second Lesson

1 Peter 5:1-4

The Good Shepherd gives the crown of glory to the shepherds of God’s flock.
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who
also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving
as overseers – not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy
for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade
away.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I am the Good Shepherd;
I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

John 10:11-18
The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not
the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority
to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
arranged by Dan Forrest

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth;
And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me
And on his shoulder gently laid and home, rejoicing, brought me.
And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.
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The Lord’s My Shepherd (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 766

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

John 10:11-18
Our Good Shepherd Speaks

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory (8:00 AM)
Junior Handbell Choir

Amazing Grace
arranged by Larry Sue

Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Adult Confirmation (10:30 AM)

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose
from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all
who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his victory over the grave, our
Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, and the payment for sin
complete. We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. We marvel at the depth
of your love. We stand in awe of your power. We are humbled by the compassion you have
shown our fallen race.
Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to live a life worthy
of your name. The Lord Jesus lives!
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Christian Worship 439
Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep
Christian Worship 436
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
Christian Worship 311

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
Christian Worship 432

Closing Hymn

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Readings for the Week of Easter 4
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ephesians 2:4-10…..…………………………………John 10:1-11
Matthew 26:31-35…….….…………………………..Matthew 14:23-33
John 21-15-19………………………………………...Matthew 18:10-14
1 Peter 5:1-4…………………………………………. Ezekiel 34:23-31
John 18:1-9……………………………………….….. Hebrews 13:12-21
Acts 20:28-32…………………………………………John 19:27-30

pg. 15

pg. 16

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief
and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart that
the gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have
given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine.
Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Junior Handbell Choir Director
Communion Assistants

Head Ushers

Julie Handeland
Greg Martin, Jeff Quint, Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson (10:30 AM)

Rick Yahn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

We welcome Dominic Boettcher into membership today by adult confirmation.

In Our Prayers
•

Kari Ailey, scheduled for knee replacement surgery at Community Memorial Hospital in
Menomonee Falls on Tuesday.

•

Don Hackbarth, who remains hospitalized at Froedtert.

•

Dorothy Felsing, who continues to convalesce from her recent surgery at the Lutheran Home.

•

Dan Eick, recovering at home from successful surgery last week.

•

Ed Herwig, released from the Lutheran Home this week and now recovering at home.

•

13 youth confirmands, who will give testimony of their faith at their Examination Service on
Thursday evening and 12 of whom will become communicant members of St. John’s at their
confirmation service on Saturday afternoon.
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Parents’ Preview for April 29
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Refrain
(Christian Worship Supplement 771)
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