St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM on Sunday.
Worship While You Work: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Ezekiel: School Lecture Room, across the street
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 28 & 29, 2018
Jesus Lives: To Produce Fruit in Our Lives

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Speak, O Lord (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 735

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS1
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.



Confession of Sins: When we approach our holy Lord in worship, it is appropriate that we confess
our sins to him and seek his forgiveness. Originally, corporate confession and absolution were not
found in the historic liturgy. Church members confessed privately to the minister. Absolution was
conferred verbally in private and corporately in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Over time, Christians recognized value in proclaiming sin and forgiveness publicly. Today, after the
invocation or the dialogue of blessing, the minister leads the congregation into the confession of sins –
the daily drowning of our sinful nature. In the absolution, the minister announces forgiveness to the
penitent congregation, confidently appealing to the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the basis for
forgiveness. After hearing the Gospel words of forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds
with a spoken amen. By speaking the amen, the congregation verbalizes its faith and expresses
agreement with this good news of forgiveness and absolution.
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Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as
a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
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The soloist will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation will immediately repeat the
refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts
may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Acts 16:11-15
As a believer, Lydia produced fruit by showing hospitality to Paul and company.
From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis.
From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia.
And we stayed there several days.
On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening
was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of
God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her
household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she
said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
Psalm of the Day
As the good news of God goes out across the land, the Word will produce fruit.

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face shine upon us;
may your ways be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.
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Psalm 67

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. Refrain
Then the land will yield its harvest,
and God, our God, will bless us.
God will bless us,
and all the ends of the earth will fear him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson

1 John 3:18-24
When fruit is produced, it shows itself in our lives through love.

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how
we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our
hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from
him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his
command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.
Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in
us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the
life, says the Lord. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

John 15:1-8
Being connected to the vine produces fruit in our lives.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain
in me.
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“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Handbell Choir

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
arranged by Cathy Moklebust

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world; the star of my life is Jesus.
Refrain:
In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path and show me the way to the Father. Refrain
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
Hymn of the Day

Awake, My Heart, With Gladness
Christian Worship 156

Sermon

Mark 7:31-37 (Saturday)
God Does All Things Well in Your Life

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the
region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk,
and they begged him to place his hand on the man.
After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he
spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
“Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was
loosened and he began to speak plainly.
pg. 8

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about
it. People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
Sermon

John 15:1-8 (Sunday)
God’s Purpose For You

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings
are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory (Sunday)
Handbell Duet

Holy Manna
arranged by Larry Sue

Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 771

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
Christian Worship 154

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Seminary Student Adam Marley (Saturday)
Pastor Kyle Bitter (Sunday)

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Head Ushers
Greeters

Mandy Treder, piano
Rachel Miller, clarinet
Suzanne Swenson, oboe
Kristi Meyer & Jess Lembke, handbells
Doug Knuth (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Dave & Dana Leyrer and Mark & Mary Meissner (8:00 AM)
Herb & Karin Schrank and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The flowers on the altar are given by Ray and Debra Stamm in honor of their 40 th wedding
anniversary, and for blessings received.

•

The flowers on the standards are given by Ed and Lynn Reid in honor of their 28 th wedding
anniversary, and for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Kari Ailey, recovering from knee replacement surgery.

•

2018 Confirmands: Sofia Chasco, Austin Danko, Reagan Godager, Alex Hernandez, Tony
Jones, Lindsey Lampe, Ingaliese Ornburg, Caleb Pollesch, Madison Sipe, Quinn Taylor, Grace
Marie Theesfeld, Alexis White.
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Readings for the Week of Easter 5
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ephesians 5:8-14……………………………………….1 Timothy 3:16
John 6:66-69……………………………………………Acts 16:25-34
Colossians 3:16-24……………………………………..Luke 19:29-40
Matthew 21:12-17………………………………………Exodus 14:10-14, 24-15:3
2 Timothy 2:8-13……………………………………….1 Corinthians 2:6-10
1 Samuel 16:14-23…………………………………...…Revelation 4:2-11
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Parents’ Preview for May 6
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 98 Refrain
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