St. John’s Lutheran Church
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Midweek Lent 5, April 3, 2019

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

These midweek vesper services have been planned for the purpose of helping
you to prepare your hearts as we walk the way of the cross with our Savior. Our
theme this year is “Three Words of Truth.” During this season of Lent, we
will focus on a poignant three-word phrase from the record of Jesus’ passion and
resurrection.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders are available in the round tract rack in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.
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Prelude
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Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

In the Hour of Trial
Christian Worship 116

CONFESSION OF SINS
L:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

G:

who made heaven and earth.

L:

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

G:

we have sinned against you in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver us and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

L:

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

G:

Amen.

Be seated
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Psalm of the Day

Psalm 40
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Psalm Prayer
L:
Lord God, our help and our deliverer, we thank you for lifting us out of the mud and mire and
for setting our feet upon the rock, our Lord Jesus Christ, who carried out your will and rose to
live and rule with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
G:

Amen.

Scripture Lesson

The Passion History
The Passion History readings tell us of Jesus’ suffering
and death as recorded by the four Gospel writers.

Anthem (3:30 p.m.)
Junior Handbell Choir

Were You There?
arranged by Jill Fedon

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Anthem (6:45 p.m.)
Adult Handbell Choir

The Lamb
arranged by John Behnke

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price!
Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!
The Lamb is reigning on his throne.
Hymn of the Day

Go to Dark Gethsemane
Christian Worship 104

Sermon

Matthew 26:35-41
“Watch and Pray!”

But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other
disciples said the same.
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here
while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he
began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the
point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
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Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch with
me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit
is willing, but the body is weak.”
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

Lord’s Prayer
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Be seated
Hymn

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
Christian Worship 472

Please stand
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Blessing
L:
The almighty and merciful Lord – the Father, the Son
keep us.
G:

and the Holy Spirit – bless us and

Amen.

Be seated
Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Prayer at the Close of the Day II from Christian Worship: New Service Settings
Artist: Dale A. Witte © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 40” David Cherwien © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Were You There?” Text public domain.
“The Lamb” Text © 1987 Birnamwood Publications.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Aaron Robinson

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Dan Schmal, organ

Junior Handbell Choir Director

Julie Handeland

Adult Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Ushers

Keith Hackbarth, Students (3:30 p.m.)
Tom Wessel (6:45 p.m.)

AV Operator

Paul Puglisi

Lenten Worship Schedule
April 10 at 3:30 and 6:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Service
Maundy Thursday, April 18
Communion Service at 3:30 and 6:45 p.m.
Good Friday, April 19
Communion Service at 1:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service at 6:45 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 21
Sunrise Service at 6:00 a.m.
Breakfast at 7:15 a.m.
Festival Worship Service at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am

Saturdays at 7:00 pm

sjtosa.org

sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

