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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will 

fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, 

and children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s 

room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed 

cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 

 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that 

the Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege 

reserved for those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, 

we ask guests who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain 

from communion until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be 

exclusive and unloving. Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of 

Scripture and further explore God’s Word with you in the hope that we may 

eventually enjoy such “communion fellowship” together. For more information, 

please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 14 & 15, 2022 
 

Selfless Love Marches Victorious Over Self-Glorification. 

 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 730 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 

loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, 

my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I 

pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

  

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen. 
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Text: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010; John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

  

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts 

may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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First Reading Acts 11:1–18 
Peter’s self-glorification was overcome by God’s selfless love shown to both Jew and Gentile. 

 

 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the 

word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and 

said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: “I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from 

heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-

footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get 

up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made 

clean.’ This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I 

was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers 

also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen an angel 

appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a 

message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 

 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 

Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even 

to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 145 
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Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise; 

   his greatness no one can / fathom. 

One generation commends your works to an- / other; 

   they tell of your / mighty acts. 

The LORD upholds / all who fall 

   and lifts up all who are / bowed down.    Refrain 

  

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time. 

   You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing. 

The LORD is near to all who / call on him, 

   to all who call on / him in truth. 

He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him; 

   he hears their cry and / saves them. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 
Text: Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no. 130002492 
Music: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709971 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:  
OneLicense no. 709971 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) Psalm 145 
Adult Choir   

 

I will exalt my God and King, and I will ever praise your name. 

I will extol you ev’ry day and evermore your praise proclaim. 

You, LORD, are greatly to be praised; your greatness is beyond all thought. 

From age to age your people tell the mighty wonders you have wrought.  
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The LORD our God is rich in grace, both tender and compassionate. 

His anger is most slow to rise; his love and kindness are most great. 

The LORD is good in all his ways; his creatures know his constant care. 

To all his works his love extends; all creatures in his mercies share. 

 

All you have made will praise you, LORD; your mighty acts your saints will show, 

till all the peoples on the earth the splendor of your kingdom know. 

Eternal is your kingdom, LORD, forever strong and ever sure; 

while generations rise and die, your glorious reign will still endure. 
 
Text: Psalter, 1912, alt., public domain 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 13 
Paul expounds on the selfless love that is the defining mark of Christians. 

 

 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If 

I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 

 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres. 

 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child, 

I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 

see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel Acclamation 1 John 4:16 
Alleluia, alleluia.  

We know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.  

Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

Alleluia.  

 

Gospel John 13:31–35 
We are to show the same selfless love to others that Christ shows to us. 

 

 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If 

God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 

Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Love Never Fails 
Adult Choir by Jack Noble White 

 
Though I speak with tongues of angels, and have not love, I am nothing. 

Though I have all wisdom and knowledge, and have not love, I am nothing. 

Love never fails. 

 

Though I have the faith to move mountains, and have not love, I am nothing. 

Though I shower gifts on the needy, and have not love, I am nothing. 

Love never fails. 
 
Text: Public domain 

 

Hymn of the Day Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 
Christian Worship 726  
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Sermon 1 Corinthians 13 
Love Never Fails 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Prayer of the Church 
The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 
Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our  

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated 

 to give an offering. All worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder). Physical offerings and Connection Cards 

can be left in the basket on your way out of church. To submit your 

offering or fill out a Connection Card online, scan the QR code or visit  

www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

 
 

Preface:  The preface—words of dialogue between the pastor and the congregation—are some 

of the oldest in the Christian liturgy, dating back to A.D. 200. They transition from the part of the 

service centered on the Word to the part centered on the meal that Christ instituted. The first set 

of responses (“The Lord be with you.” / “And also with you.”) are the same as the salutation 

before the Prayer of the Day. They remind us that our Lord comes to us both in Word (earlier in 

the service) and Sacrament (upcoming in the service). The second set of responses (“Lift up your 

hearts.” / “We lift them up to the Lord.”) anticipates the rest, forgiveness, and uplifting we will 

receive in the Sacrament. The third set of responses (“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.” / 

“It is good and right so to do.”) encourages thankfulness for the meal which we are about to 

receive. These words are reminiscent of a common Jewish meal prayer and of the account of the 

institution of the Lord’s Supper, where Jesus took the cup and gave thanks. 

http://www.sjtosa.org/offering
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 

sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 

everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ.  
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Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 

conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, 

and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our 

praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of shared belief. 

Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain 

from receiving the Lord’s Supper until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our 

pastors about our beliefs and practice.   
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles. Grape 

juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. Personal 

prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder.  

 

Distribution Hymns This Is My Will 
Christian Worship 728 

 

 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
Christian Worship 729 

 

 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
Christian Worship 663 

 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 

Go  in peace. 

 

Please stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 

Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn With High Delight Let Us Unite 
Christian Worship 467 

 

Announcements 
 

Postlude 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 

Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Personal Prayer for Before Communion 
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own 

goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in 

mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. 

Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 
Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope, and 

strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread. Enable me 

to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen.  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Choir Director Adam Sipe 

 

Communion Assistants Kerry Kuehn & Dan Markgraf (8:00 a.m.) 

 Adam Goede & Jeff Scheibe (10:30 a.m.)  

  

  

In Our Prayers 
 

• Family and friends of Chuck Wrucke, who went to be with his Lord on Wednesday, May 

11, and whose Christian victory service arrangements are pending at this time. 

 

• Terry Paul, who is now under hospice care. 

 

• Zachary Todor, who remains hospitalized at Children’s for pneumonia and general 

respiratory distress but whose condition has incrementally improved over the last two 

weeks. 

 

• Lois Gleason, who successfully underwent cancer surgery last week, received a favorable 

prognosis this week, and who now awaits a determination on next steps. 
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Parents’ Preview for May 22 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: 
a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is  
that parents will teach this portion of the service to their children at home  

during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

It Is Well With My Soul 
Christian Worship 850 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain  
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Readings for the Week of Easter 5 
 

 

  

M Leviticus 21:1-24 Luke 12:1-12 

T Leviticus 23:1-22 Luke 12:13-34 

W Leviticus 23:23-44 Luke 12:35-53 

R Leviticus 24:1-23 Luke 12:54-13:17 

F Leviticus 26:1-20 Luke 13:18-35 

S Leviticus 26:21-33, 39-44 Luke 14:1-24 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 
Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 
Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 
Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 
Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 

 

 

Pastors 
Pastor Joel Leyrer 
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 
 
Pastor Eric Schroeder 
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Chinese Outreach  

Pastor 
Pastor Joshua Yu 
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Principal 
Mr. Dan Markgraf 
dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 
 

 
Church Office 
7809 Harwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7831 
church@sjtosa.org 
 

 
School Office 
1278 Dewey Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-4214 
school@sjtosa.org   

 
 

 

Worship Services Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


