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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 8 & 9, 2021 
 

Jesus Lives: To Change the World Through Us. 

 

 

Prelude Crown Him With Many Crowns  

 arranged by David McKeown 

 

 The Day of Resurrection 

arranged by David McKeown 

 

 Amazing Grace 

 arranged by Phillip Keveren 

 

Opening Hymn To God be the Glory 

 Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 399 
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M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. ë1 

 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 

ë Invocation: Following the opening hymn, the service begins with the invocation (meaning “to call 

upon”). In the words of the invocation, the congregation is assured that the God they are worshiping is 

the true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The invocation also reminds worshipers of the words used in 

Holy Baptism – words by which they were adopted into the family of God and made members of his 

Church. The invocation reminds us that only through faith can we come into God’s house and approach 

God’s heavenly throne. We invoke God only because we have been made one of God’s gathered guests 

through the waters of Baptism. 
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Kyrieë2 

 Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1) 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2) 

 Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3) 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   

 
 
ë Kyrie:  The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as 

a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for 

forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked. 
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The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains. 

 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M:  Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 

that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 

according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

THE WORD  

 

First Lesson Acts 9:36-42 

Tabitha used her gifts of doing good and helping the poor to change the world. 

 

 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always 

doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed 

and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in 

Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 

 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood 

around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was 

still with them. 

 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the 

dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her 

by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to 

them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 

 

Psalm of the Day  The Lord Is My Light  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains. 
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Second Lesson 1 John 4:1-11 

Knowing Godôs love in Jesus leads us to show love to others and change the world. 

 

 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 

God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit 

that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have 

heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows God 

listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 

truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 

of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! If anyone loves me, he will obey my 

teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia.  
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Please stand 

 

Gospel John 15:9-17 

We are no longer servants but friends. Friends of Jesus bear fruit and change the world. 

 

 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his 

love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 

down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 

everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you 

whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.   

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem     God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Cathy Moklebust 

 

 God be with you till we meet again,  

 By his counsels guide, uphold you,  

 With his sheep securely fold you –  

 God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain:  Till we meet, till we meet,  

   Till we meet at Jesus’ feet, 

   Till we meet, till we meet –  

   God be with you till we meet again. 

 

 God be with you till we meet again,  

 ‘Neath his wings protecting hide you, 

 Daily manna still provide you –  

 God be with you till we meet again. Refrain  
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Hymn of the Day At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 Christian Worship 141 

 

 

Sermon 1 John 4:1-11 

Truth or Love? 

 

Please stand  
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering    It Is Well With My Soul  

     arranged by David McKeown 

 

The members of St. Johnôs have joined together to do the Lordôs work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M:  In your compassion, you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the 

lost. 

 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

 

M:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us 

confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people 

standing before your throne and singing the song of victory: 

 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory 

and praise. 

 

M:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those 

around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and 

our treasures. 

 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

M:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the 

dying.  

 

C: Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 

  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come 

before you and say: 

 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Hymn In Christ Alone  

  Christian Worship Supplement 752 
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Please stand 

 

M:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we 

live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 Christian Worship Supplement 771 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name 

 arranged by Valerie Floeter  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, piano 

 Becky Rehborg, alto saxophone 

 Nathanael Gaub, tenor saxophone 

 Hannah Braun, violin 

 

Junior  Handbell Choir Director  Julie Handeland  

 

 

Worship Notes 
 

¶ The altar flowers are placed by Pastor and Lorna Leyrer in loving memory of their mothers, 

Leah Leyrer and Lois Lennox. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

¶ Cindy Kuehn, scheduled for surgery on Monday. 

 

¶ Mark Naumann, recovering at home after surgery last week. 

 

¶ Helen Tress, hospitalized for various medical issues. 
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Parents’ Preview for May 16 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

(Christian Worship 411) 
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Readings for the Week of Easter 6 

 

  

M Mark 1:35-39 Mark 11:22-26 

T Colossians 4:2-6 James 5:13-18 

W 1 Timothy 2:1-8 John 17:11-26 

R Ascension Day   

F Colossians 3:1-4 Colossians 1:18-23 

S Luke 18:1-8a Ephesians 1:15-23 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

!ǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ōȅΥ 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal  
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office  
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office  
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


