St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
July 5, 2020
What God Did: Sacrificed Himself

Prelude
All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall
Christian Worship 378

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
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M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your
Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Jeremiah 19:14 – 20:6
In the face of persecution, Jeremiah does not fear death but finds strength in the LORD.
Jeremiah then returned from Topheth, where the LORD had sent him to prophesy, and stood in the
court of the LORD’s temple and said to all the people, “This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going to bring on this city and the villages around it every disaster I
pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked and would not listen to my words.’”
When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer in the temple of the LORD, heard Jeremiah
prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of
Benjamin at the LORD’s temple. The next day, when Pashhur released him from the stocks, Jeremiah
said to him, “The LORD’s name for you is not Pashhur, but Magor-Missabib. For this is what the LORD
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says: ‘I will make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; with your own eyes you will see them
fall by the sword of their enemies. I will hand all Judah over to the king of Babylon, who will carry
them away to Babylon or put them to the sword. I will hand over to their enemies all the wealth of this
city – all its products, all its valuables and all the treasures of the kings of Judah. They will take it away
as plunder and carry it off to Babylon. And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into
exile to Babylon. There you will die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have
prophesied lies.’”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 31
Our times – both in life and in death – are in God’s hands.

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
deliver me in your righteousness.
Be my rock of refuge,
a strong fortress to save me.
Into your hands I commit my spirit;
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth. Refrain
My times are in your hands;
save me in your unfailing love.
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How great is your goodness,
which you have stored up for those who fear you.
You heard my cry for mercy
when I called to you for help.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
Acts 23:1-11
In the face of persecution, Paul does not fear but finds courage in the Lord.
Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all
good conscience to this day.” At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike
him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to
judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!”
Those who were standing near Paul said, “You dare to insult God’s high priest?”
Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak
evil about the ruler of your people.’”
Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the
Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in
the resurrection of the dead.” When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that
there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.)
There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and
argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has
spoken to him?” The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to
pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him
into the barracks.
The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about
me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” Alleluia.
Please stand
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Gospel

Matthew 10:24-33
Because death holds no power over us, we need not fear persecution.

“A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the student to
be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub,
how much more the members of his household!
“So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that
will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your
ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for
a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the
very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.
But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.”
Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid
Christian Worship 188
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Sermon

Leviticus 1:1-9
What God Did: Sacrificed Himself

The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He said, “Speak to the
Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering to the Lord, bring as your offering an
animal from either the herd or the flock.
“‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must
present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD. He is to lay his
hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.
He is to slaughter the young bull before the LORD, and then Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the
blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sides at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. He is to skin
the burnt offering and cut it into pieces. The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the altar and
arrange wood on the fire. Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including the head and
the fat, on the burning wood that is on the altar. He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water,
and the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma
pleasing to the LORD.’”
Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
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salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Nation
M:
Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its
people.
C:

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear.

M:

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to
govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed
forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities.

C:

Give us a willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good.
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M:

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may
produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident and spare our land
from the ravages of disease and epidemic.

C:

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.

M:

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other,
parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show
respect.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.

C:

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

The Tree of Life
Christian Worship Supplement 754
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Please stand
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

God Bless Our Native Land
Christian Worship 619
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Announcements
Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Mandy Treder, organ

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by Jeff and Yvonne Quint in celebration of their 47 th wedding
anniversary and by Dave and Dana Leyrer in celebration of their 25 th wedding anniversary.

In Our Prayers
•

Janice Hansen, scheduled for back surgery early this week.

•

Thankfulness for the freedoms we enoy as residents of the United States, especially the
freedom to come together and worship our Lord as a body of believers.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 5
M
T
W
R
F
S

John 8:1-11
2 Corinthians 2:5-11
Matthew 5:45-48
Matthew 18:15-20
Romans 15:1-7
Galatians 6:1-5

Colossians 3:12-15
1 Samuel 24:2-20
Ephesians 4:30 – 5:2
Philippians 2:1-4
Acts 7:54-59
Revelation 22:1-5
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Parents’ Preview for July 12
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”
Christian Worship 372
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

