St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
August 1 & 2, 2020
What God Did: Reigns on High

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray (stanzas 1, 3, 4)
Christian Worship 472
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M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
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M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything that is
good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Joel 3:12-16
Although we live as wheat among weeds, the harvest is coming.

“Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side.
Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.
Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow –
so great is their wickedness!”
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.
The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine.
The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble.
But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.
Psalm of the Day
Psalm 18
Because the LORD is our rock and our refuge, we do not fear the coming harvest.

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.
He reached down from on high and took hold of me;
he rescued me from my powerful enemy.
He brought me out into a spacious place;
he rescued me because he delighted in me.
pg. 6

Refrain
You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;
my God turns my darkness into light.
You save the humble
but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
You give me your shield of victory,
and your right hand sustains me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson
1 Peter 4:1-8
Living as wheat among weeds means leaving our lives of sin behind and living for God.
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he
who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for
evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing
what pagans choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable
idolatry. They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and
they heap abuse on you. But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and
the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they
might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the
spirit.
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.



1 Peter: The apostle Peter identifies himself as the author of this letter, which was written to
“strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia”
(1 Peter 1:1). The recipients likely included both Jewish and Gentile Christians. This letter touches on a
number of themes, most of which are primarily connected to the life and duties of a Christian. It has
been characterized as a letter of separation, of suffering and persecution, of suffering and glory, of
hope, of pilgrimage, of courage, and as a letter dealing with the true grace of God.
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Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. My Word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and
achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells us to live as wheat among the weeds of this world and wait patiently for the harvest.
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his
field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went
away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where
then did the weeds come from?’
“ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
“ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ”
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds in the field.”
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the
good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy
who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all
who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
hear.”

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, With Us Abide (stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5)
Christian Worship 541

Sermon

Acts 26:12-18
What God Did: Reigns on High

“On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief
priests. About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’
“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
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“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I
have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and
what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you
to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ ”
Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright (stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5)
Christian Worship 415

Please stand
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M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

There Is a Higher Throne
Christian Worship Supplement 727
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Announcements
Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Mark and Sue Naumann in celebration of their 46th wedding
anniversary and for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Thomas Tremaine and Hannah Leyrer, who were united in marriage here at St. John’s on
Friday, July 31.
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Parents’ Preview for August 9
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 119b Refrain

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 9
M
T
W
R
F
S

Matthew 5:13-16
Galatians 6:7-10
James 2:14-17
1 Corinthians 12:12-26
Philippians 1:6-11
Matthew 21:18-22

John 8:31-36
Matthew 12:33-37
Colossians 1:3-11
1 Corinthians 12:27 – 13:3
Philippians 2:12-18
Revelation 14:14-20
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Scott Uecker
scott.uecker@sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

