St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible study at 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church. A staffed nursery is available during Bible study.

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
August 24 & 25, 2019
The Lord’s Prayer: Amen…

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

All Depends on Our Possessing
Christian Worship 421

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the
full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:18-26
Toiling after earthly things is meaningless.

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.”
I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who
comes after me. And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over
all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. So my
heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. For a man may do his work with
wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for
it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. What does a man get for all the toil and anxious
striving with which he labors under the sun? All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his
mind does not rest. This too is meaningless.
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A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see,
is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? To the man who pleases him,
God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and
storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after
the wind.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 34 (see pg. 13)
The righteous take refuge in the LORD rather than in earthly things.

Second Lesson

James 5:1-11
James warns those who seek earthly things.

Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. Your
wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.
Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you.
The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in
luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned
and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield
its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand
firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be
judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of
Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion
and mercy.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Gospel

Luke 12:13-21
A fool stores up earthly things for himself.

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” Then he said to them,
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions.”
And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought
to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who
will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly
Christian Worship 484

Sermon

Genesis 18:20-32
Amen!

Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous
that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I
will know.”
The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.
Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if
there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the
sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing – to kill the righteous with
the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the
earth do right?”
The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place
for their sake.”
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Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the LORD, though I am
nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy
the whole city because of five people?”
“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”
Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”
He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”
Then he said, “May the LORD not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found
there?”
He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the LORD, what if only twenty can be
found there?”
He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”
Then he said, “May the LORD not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can
be found there?”
He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”
Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord God Almighty, you are a God of power and grace whose eyes are on the righteous and
whose ears are open to their cry. Hear the prayer of your people as we come before you.
C:

We thank you for the mercies you pour down on us each day.

M:

Always keep us mindful that you have provided us with life, breath, and being. You are the
source of our daily bread.

C:

We thank you for the gifts of your mighty providence.

M:

You sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world. Grant that we may believe in him with all our
hearts and seek to follow his teaching and commands.

C:

We thank you for the reconciliation accomplished through your Son’s work.

M:

You continue to send your Holy Spirit to us. Direct his work that we may produce the fruits of
righteousness and may strive to live according to your will.

C:

We thank you for the faith endowed by the Holy Spirit through which we are heirs of
heaven.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Guide and uphold us during our pilgrimage through this world. When our earthly journey is
completed, bring us safely to our heavenly home.

C:

Hear our petitions in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Be seated
Hymn

When Peace Like a River (see pg. 14)
Christian Worship Supplement 760

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Our Father, Who From Heaven Above (stanzas 1 & 9)
Christian Worship 410

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Greeters

Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday)
Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)
Mark & Jackie Bye, John Frailing, Sue Freedlund (8:00 a.m.)
Matt & Jenny Bahr, Ron & Judy Felsing (10:30 a.m.)

Head Ushers

Mark Meissner (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.)
Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.)

AV Operators

Dan Schmal (8:00 a.m.)
Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.)

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by David and Colleen Todor in celebration of their 25th wedding
anniversary.

In Our Prayers
•

Opal Hackbarth, released from the hospital and convalescing at Franciscan Place.

•

Wisconsin Lutheran High School sophomore and St. John’s school graduate Lauren Beck,
hospitalized at Froedtert where she is recovering from serious injuries sustained after being hit
by a car last Sunday.

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Psalm 34” Tune Columba Kelly © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“When Peace Like a River” Text and tune public domain.
“Psalm 33” Tune Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Psalm 34

Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed are they who take refuge in him.
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their cry.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.
Refrain
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
The LORD redeems his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Parents’ Preview for September 1
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 33 Refrain

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 11
M

1 Timothy 2 1-7

Deuteronomy 7:6-11

T

Nehemiah 4:1-15

Exodus 17:8-15

W

1 Peter 2:13-16

1 Kings 21:1-21, 27-29

R

Romans 13:1-7

Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-9

F

Jeremiah 18:1-6

Deuteronomy 31:3-12

S

Romans 9:1-5

Romans 11:25-32
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