St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.

•

Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exploring Faith and Science: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 26 & 27, 2017
Summer in Rome: Rooted

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Christian Worship 439

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Exodus 14:10-31
Because the LORD was on their side, the Israelites had no reason to doubt.

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after
them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of
Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the
LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight
for you; you need only to be still.”
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Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise
your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through
the sea on dry ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I
will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians
will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”
Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies
of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the
other side; so neither went near the other all night long.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with
a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through
the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them
into the sea. During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at
the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that
they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is
fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back
over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them
into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen – the entire army of Pharaoh
that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.
But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on
their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians
lying dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the
Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 73 (see pg. 11)
Because God is our strength, we have no reason to doubt.

Second Lesson
Romans 9:1-5
God’s many acts of grace to the people of Israel left them no reason to doubt.
I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit – I have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off
from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the
adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and
the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is
God over all, forever praised! Amen.
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Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see. Alleluia.
Please stand
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus’ actions demonstrate that there is never any reason to doubt.

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a considerable distance from
land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in
fear.
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you
doubt?”
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day

By Grace I’m Saved
Christian Worship 384

Sermon

Romans 9:1-5
Nothing Has Changed

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
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Hymn

Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound
Christian Worship 379

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

How Firm a Foundation (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 768

Announcements
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Psalm 73

I am always with you, O LORD;
you hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will take me into glory.
Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.
“Psalm 73” Tune Jack Noble White © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Thank the Lord” Tune and setting: Richard Hillert. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Reprinted by
permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Dr. William Braun, organ

Head Ushers

Greeters

Tom Wessel (Saturday)
Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)
Adam & Jenny Greggs and Greg & Stephanie Lamas (8:00 AM)
Holly Curtis & Mary Perez and Jessica Gromacki & Kathryn Hendee (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by David & Colleen Todor in celebration of their 23rd wedding
anniversary and in thanks for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Jerry Seidner and John Ellenberger, both recently hospitalized and now, by God’s grace,
recovering at home.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 12
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Mark 9:33-37…..……………………………………… Luke 14:7-11
1 Samuel 17:40-51…….….…………………………... 1 Samuel 24:1-13, 17-21
Luke 7:1-10…………………………………………… Ezekiel 17:22-24
Acts 12:18-25…………………………………………. Jonah 3:1-10
Galatians 1:11-24……………………………………... 2 Samuel 16:5-14
Ephesians 2:1-7……………………………………….. Isaiah 57:15-21
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Parents’ Preview for September 3
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Thank the Lord”
In “Thank the Lord,” sung immediately after communion, the congregation expresses thanks for
the forgiveness of sins imparted in Holy Communion. We rejoice and sing the praises of our God.
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