St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 8 & 9, 2020
What God Did: Returns to Judge.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

What God Ordains Is Always Good (stanzas 1, 2, 5)
Christian Worship 429
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M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants who come to you in
Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the
blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

1 Kings 3:5-12
Solomon valued spiritual wealth over earthly treasure.

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he
was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.
“Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am
only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people
you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning
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heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this
great people of yours?”
The LORD was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked
for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and
discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 119b
We find spiritual wealth in the decrees and precepts of the L ORD.

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;
then I will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and I will keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight. Refrain
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your Word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.
How I long for your precepts!
Preserve my life in your righteousness.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson

1 Timothy 6:17-21
Spiritual wealth is certain and secure – a treasure laid up in heaven.

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the
opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have
wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 13:44-52
Jesus’ parables teach us to seek spiritual wealth and to share this wealth with others.

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of
great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of
heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day

My God Will Never Leave Me (stanzas 1-4)
Christian Worship 418
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Sermon

Luke 18:1-8
What God Did: Returns to Judge

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.
He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there
was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my
adversary.’
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care
about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t
eventually wear me out with her coming!’”
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for
his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?”
Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated

THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord God Almighty, you are a God of power and grace whose eyes are on the righteous and
whose ears are open to their cry. Hear the prayer of your people as we come before you.
C:

We thank you for the mercies you pour down on us each day.

M:

Always keep us mindful that you have provided us with life, breath, and being. You are the
source of our daily bread.

C:

We thank you for the gifts of your mighty providence.

M:

You sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world. Grant that we may believe in him with all our
hearts and seek to follow his teaching and commands.

C:

We thank you for the reconciliation accomplished through your Son’s work.

M:

You continue to send your Holy Spirit to us. Direct his work that we may produce the fruits of
righteousness and may strive to live according to your will.

C:

We thank you for the faith endowed by the Holy Spirit through which we are heirs of
heaven.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow
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M:

Guide and uphold us during our pilgrimage through this world. When our earthly journey is
completed, bring us safely to our heavenly home.

C:

Hear our petitions in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

The King Will Come at Age’s End (stanzas 1, 2, 3, 5)
Christian Worship Supplement 731
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Please stand
M:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Christian Worship 411

Announcements
WELS Connection

WELS Campus Ministry

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Megan Bauer, piano (Saturday)
Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)

In Our Prayers
•

Janice Hansen, currently hospitalized.

•

Jasper Elliot Kostrzewa, son of Kurt and Rachel (nee Ibisch) Kostrzewa, who will be baptized
in a private ceremony following our 10:30 a.m. service today.

•

Former school principal Mr. Scott Uecker, as we celebrate his retirement this weekend.
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Parents’ Preview for August 16
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
Christian Worship 432
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 10
M
T
W
R
F
S

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
Luke 16:10-13
James 3:13-18
1 Timothy 4:12-16
Matthew 10:16-23
Luke 12:54-59

Proverbs 8:1, 11-21
Proverbs 16:1-9
1 Peter 3:1-6
1 Kings 3:16-28
Matthew 13:44-46
Luke 12:42-48
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

