St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 31 & September 1, 2019
Treasure in Heaven

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Fight the Good Fight
Christian Worship 457

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
pg. 4

pg. 5

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Haggai 1:2-14
God calls upon his people to seek heavenly treasures rather than earthly wealth.
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come for the
LORD’s house to be built.’ ”
Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time for you yourselves to be
living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
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Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted
much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill.
You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. Go up into the
mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,”
says the LORD. “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew
away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of
you is busy with his own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the
earth its crops. I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil
and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands.”
Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant
of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because
the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.
Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,”
declares the LORD. So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the
people. They came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God. 
Psalm of the Day
Psalm 33 (see pg. 16)
The LORD foils the plans of those seeking earthly wealth, but his Word brings heavenly treasure.
Second Lesson

Jesus calls upon Sardis to wake up and seek heavenly treasures.

Revelation 3:1-6

To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your
deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is
about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. Remember, therefore,
what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a
thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.

Haggai: Haggai (probably meaning “festal” or “festive”) wrote during a four-month period in 520
B.C., during the reign of King Darius of Persia. Along with Zechariah, Haggai prophesied during the
post-exilic period and encouraged the people of Judah to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. After
Obadiah, Haggai is the shortest book in the Old Testament. His teachings, however, are no less
significant than the other minor prophets. For more information on Haggai, see pg. 52 of Understanding
Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.


pg. 7

Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me,
dressed in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will
never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his
angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

Jesus encourages his flock to store up heavenly treasures.

Luke 12:32-40

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in
heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to
return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door
for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you
the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on
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them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second
or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day
Sermon

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
Christian Worship 472

Jesus is the Treasure

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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Luke 12:32-40

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 15 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

I Know My Faith is Founded
Christian Worship 403
Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Christian Worship 349
O Living Bread From Heaven
Christian Worship 314

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

Jesus, Lead Us On
Christian Worship 422

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own
goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in
mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son. Sustain me
with your Spirit, that I may serve you here on earth until my joy is complete in heaven
and I share with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.
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Psalm 33

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm. Refrain
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday)
Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)
Dan Ebeling, Jon Johnson, Brett Kriese (8:00 a.m.)
Dave Allerheiligen, Andrew Duncan, Adam Goede (10:30 a.m.)
Adam & Jenny Greggs, Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 a.m.)
Jessica Gromacki, Kathryn Hendee, Lorna Leyrer, Toni Parker (10:30 a.m.)

Head Ushers

Kerry Kuehn (Saturday)
Tom Wessel (8:00 a.m.)
Doug Knuth (10:30 a.m.)

AV Operators

Paul Puglisi (8:00 a.m.)
TBD (10:30 a.m.)

In Our Prayers
•

Matthew and Laura Peterson upon the birth of their daughter, Apollonia, born last Thursday.
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Parents’ Preview for September 8
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Glory to God”
After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of
God and his eternal Word in the Gloria. This refrain is based on the song of the angels on the night of
Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:14.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 12
M

Mark 9:33-37

Luke 14:7-11

T

1 Samuel 17:40-51

1 Samuel 24:1-13, 17-21

W

Luke 7:1-10

Ezekiel 17:22-24

R

Acts 12:18-25

Jonah 3:1-10

F

Galatians 1:11-24

2 Samuel 16:5-14

S

Ephesians 2:1-7

Isaiah 57:15-21
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