St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher.

Worship Notes
•

Altar flowers are placed by Keith & Cheryl Thompson in celebration of their 50th
wedding anniversary and in thanks for blessings received.

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2017-18 Sunday School and
Teen Ministry teachers: Jenny Greggs & Chloe Todor (K3); Marlie Campbell
(K4); Brenda Jashinsky & Katie Gnat (K5); Kim Dvorachek (Grades 1-2); Kurt
Kostrzewa (Grades 3-4); Johanna Schloff & Sara Courtier (Grades 5-7); Brian &
Tracey Lampe & Zach Wood (Grades 8-12).

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2017-18 Chinese teachers:
Mary Groth and Kurt Meingast.

In Our Prayers
•

Dennis Mauer and Mike Gleason, both recovering from surgeries this past week.

Unity Sunday 
September 10, 2017
Summer in Rome: Worshiping

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Adult Choir & Congregation
Please stand to sing the final stanza

O Holy Spirit, Enter In (see pg. 14)
arranged by David Cherwien

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.



A quick scan of the gymnasium this morning reveals the many differences among the members of
St. John’s. Some are young; others are only young at heart. Some work in offices; others work in
factories. For many, English is their first and only language; others are more comfortable speaking
Mandarin. In spite of these differences and all the things that could separate and divide us, we stand
united. As Christians, we are united by a common faith and we share a common goal. And we gather
for worship on this special occasion to celebrate the unity that is ours through faith in Jesus Christ.
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Kyrie 
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used
as a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
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The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation is invited to immediately
repeat the refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray:
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson
Joshua 4:1-9
Joshua’s memorial reminded the Israelites to remain in awe of God’s blessings.
When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Choose twelve
men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the
middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them
down at the place where you stay tonight.”
So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe,
and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of
you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve
as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them
that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel
forever.”
So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had told Joshua; and they
carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. Joshua set up the twelve stones
that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the
covenant had stood. And they are there to this day.
Response to the Word
Adult Choir & Congregation

Let All the World in Every Corner Sing
by John Behnke

The choir will sing the refrain the first time. The congregation is invited to sing the refrain again as
indicated in bold.
Refrain:
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Choir:

The heavn’s are not too high. God’s praise may thither fly;
The earth is not too low, God’s praises there may grow.

C:

Refrain

Choir:

The Church with psalms must shout: no door can keep them out;
Above, all the heart must bear the longest part.

C:

Refrain

Choir:

With instrument and song make music loud and long.
A symphony of praise to thee, O God, we raise.

C:

Refrain

Second Lesson

Romans 11:33-36
With Paul, we worship God with awe and praise him with joy.

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”
“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
Response to the Word
Adult & Children’s Choirs

Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep
arranged by August Stellhorn

Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, who thy Father’s flock dost keep,
Safe we wake and safe we sleep, guarded still by thee.
In thy promise firm we stand; none can pluck us from thy hand,
Speak – we hear – at thy command, we will follow thee.
By thy blood our souls were bought, by thy life salvation wrought,
By thy light our feet are taught, Lord, to follow thee.
Father, draw us to thy Son; we with joy will follow on,
Till the work of grace is done, and from sin set free.
We in robes of glory dressed, join th’assembly of the blest,
Gathered to eternal rest in the fold with thee.
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Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 16:13-20
Peter confessed with awe that Jesus was the Christ.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Response to the Word
Children’s Choir

Christ Begins
by Luke Thompson, Kent Reeder, and Caleb Schmiege

We stand and we watch on the bank wide-eyed.
Water runs and all heaven opens wide
And a voice like thunder replies.
Refrain: Here’s my Prophet, my Priest, my King;
A light in the darkness where my Christ steps in.
Here’s my Savior, my God, my King.
The time has now come, Christ begins.
Mary’s whispering, but it’s not the time.
Yet six jars are filled with the finest wine.
Tell me, who is this by our side? Refrain
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See the sun outshined on the hill and hide.
Clothes like lightening white, heaven opened wide,
And a voice like thunder replies: Refrain
We stand, gathered on the mountainside
Watch the closing clouds hide him from our eyes;
With a voice united we cry: Refrain
Hymn of the Day

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship 240

Sermon

Romans 11:33-36
The Perfect Time for Praise

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
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Offertory
Adult Handbell Choir

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
arranged by Ron Mallory

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount – I’m fixed upon it – mount of God's redeeming love.
Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help I've come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood.
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.
Installation of Sunday School and Chinese teachers
Please stand
M:

Father in heaven, you created human beings to be the crown of your universe. We are all your
children, but we also are all unique. You place us in the world according to your wisdom and
will.

C:

We thank you, Lord, that you have made us what we are and put us where we live.

M:

As we share the bond of humanity, Lord, so we share the curse of sin. We deserve the common
grave of hell in payment for the sin we inherit and the sins we commit.

C:

We implore you, Lord, to put aside your anger and free us from the punishment we
deserve.

M:

You sent the Son you loved, and he came in a body like ours. But he did not sin as we sin. You
accepted his perfect life and innocent death as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. And when he
died, you raised him to life as the guarantee that you have justified us forever.

C:

We adore you, Lord! You have forgiven our sins and restored us as your children.
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M:

We are all members of your human family, O Father, but now, by the power of the Gospel and
the working of your Spirit, you have also made us members of your spiritual family. We who
are different are joined in one fellowship, one communion, one holy Church.

C:

We rejoice, Lord, in the Savior we share, in the culture of the Church, and in the hope of
eternal life.

M:

On this day, Father, help us face the truth that we do not always rejoice in our unity as we
know we should. Too often we are unwilling to walk on the path our brothers and sisters walk.
We are impatient with their perspectives, taken up with our own traditions, and insensitive to
their dreams and their fears.

C:

Forgive us, Lord, for our supposed superiority, our insensitivity, and our failure to love
all your children.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

We walk together on one road, Eternal Father, the road that leads to life with your Son. Give
us his life to imitate, his love to share, his passion to feel, and his power to succeed. When this
life ends, bring us to the place where we will be free at last and sing his praises in the eternal
language of heaven.

C:

May all the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you!

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Be seated
Hymn

We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer (see pg. 17)
Christian Worship 609

Please stand
M:

God our Father, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be one. Make your Church one
with him as he is one with you, so that in unity and peace we may carry the message of your
love to the world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all
hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself
by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship 334

Announcements
Postlude
Following the service, refreshments will be served in the commons area.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Lectors

Pastor Joel Leyrer
Pastor Joshua Yu

Pianist

Lynn Kozlowski

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Children’s Choir Director

Mandy Treder

Handbell Choir Director

Kristi Meyer

Head Ushers

Kerry Kuehn, Rick Yahn and Matt Bahr

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
“O Holy Spirit, Enter In” Text and tune public domain.
Jesus, the Compassion of God (Kyrie and Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc.
“Let All the World in Every Corner Sing” Text and tune © 2002 Concordia Publishing House.
“Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep” Text public domain.
“Christ Begins” Text © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Text and tune public domain.
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Text public domain.
“We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer” Text and tune public domain.
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text and tune public domain.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 14
M
T
W
TH
F
S

James 2:1-13………..………………………………………. 2 Samuel 9:1-11
Matthew 10:40-42….….………………………………….. Romans 3:19-22
Zechariah 7:8-14…………………………………………… Mark 12:41-44
Exodus 22:20-26...………………………………………….. Philemon 1-25
Hebrews 2:11-18...………………………………………….. Deuteronomy 24:17-21
Jeremiah 2:13-19……………………………………………. Matthew 25:31-46
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin next Sunday at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Mission Festival (September 17)
Taught by Pastor Kent Reeder in the Fellowship Hall
Join us as Pastor Kent Reeder from Illumine Lutheran Church in Rock Hill, South Carolina leads a
special mission festival Bible class. Illumine has been a site for our teen mission trips since 2015.

Luther’s Lasting Impact (begins September 24)
Taught by Professor Joel Otto (Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary)
in the Fellowship Hall
The fact that the world is marking the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses
says something about the lasting impact of the Reformation. This is especially true for us who call
ourselves “Lutherans.” This Bible study will examine some of Luther’s key theological emphases and
note how they impacted the life of the church in areas like his translation of the Bible into the language
of the people, education and his catechisms, worship, and the daily life of the Christian. Luther’s
theological emphases, rooted in Scripture, continue to impact the life of the church today and the way
we, as Lutheran Christians, live our faith in the face of 21st century challenges.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff
in the St. Matthew’s Room
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend.
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