St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 14 & 15, 2019
Why is the Christian Life Hard? The door is narrow!

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Today Your Mercy Calls Us
Christian Worship 339

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, and that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Judges 7:1-8
The LORD chose only a few for Gideon’s army to keep Israel from boasting in their own strength.
Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod.
The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. The LORD said to Gideon,
“You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast
against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles
with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten
thousand remained.
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But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I
will sift them for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one
shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.”
So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the
water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred men lapped
with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.
The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the
Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place.” So Gideon sent the rest of
the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the
others.
Psalm of the Day
Although the door is narrow, it is open to all through Jesus, our King.

Endow the King with your justice, O God,
the royal Son with your righteousness.
He will defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy.
He will endure as long as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all generations.
He will be like rain falling on a mown field,
like showers watering the earth.
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Psalm 72

Refrain
All kings will bow down to him,
and all nations will serve him.
All nations will be blessed through him,
and they will call him blessed.
Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.
May the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson

Romans 9:1-9
Only a few from Israel will be saved by faith, not by their ancestry.

I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit – I have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off
from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the
adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and
the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is
God over all, forever praised! Amen.
It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor
because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac
that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s
children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For this was
how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Luke 13:22-30
Jesus teaches that only a few will enter through the narrow door.

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.
Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”
He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you,
will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you
will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’
“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and
west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are
those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 3 & 4

There Is a Redeemer
Christian Worship Supplement 747

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, holy One.
Refrain: Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son
And leaving your Spirit til the work on earth is done.
Jesus, my Redeemer, Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. Refrain
When I stand in glory, I will see his face;
Then I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place. Refrain

pg. 8

Hymn of the Day

Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
Christian Worship 428

Sermon

Luke 13:22-30
Fear of Missing Out

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.

Please stand
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Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Adult Confirmation (10:30 a.m.)

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect
life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.

pg. 12

Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 14 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 749
Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower
Christian Worship 476
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
Christian Worship 315

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Oh, For a Faith that Will Not Shink (stanzas 1 & 5)
Christian Worship 405

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member
of the body of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament.
As I leave the table, empower me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday)
Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday)

Communion Assistants

Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer, Greg Martin (8:00 a.m.)
Dave Allerheiligen, Andrew Duncan, Adam Goede (10:30 a.m.)

Greeters

Mark Meissner, Mary Rindfleisch, Chris Sturdevant (8:00 a.m.)
Sally Parker, Mary Perez, John & Julie Rader (10:30 a.m.)

Head Ushers

Tom Wessel (Saturday)
Mark Meissner (8:00 a.m.)
Matt Bahr (10:30 a.m.)

AV Operators

Jonah / Riley Rindfleisch (8:00 a.m.)
Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.)

Worship Notes
•

We welcome Hailey Ruth, Nicole Tutaj, and Alexi Walters-Ketchum into membership today
by adult confirmation.

•

The altar flowers are placed by Jon Ekstrom and Jenny Adler in celebration of their marriage
here at St. John’s on Saturday, September 14.

In Our Prayers
•

.
Dave and Amy Carlson upon the birth of their daughter, Cameron Mallory, born September 4.

•

Lauren Beck, released from the hospital last week and now recovering at home.
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible classes and Sunday school begin today at 9:15 a.m.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Christian Apologetics
Taught by Dr. Michael Berg (Wisconsin Lutheran College) in the Fellowship Hall
Christian Apologetics can be described as “defending the faith using reason.” The biblical mandate for
apologetics comes from 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason (apologia) for the hope that you have.” Yet there is more to the story. Apologetics is a
ministry of caring: we care about the doubts of skeptics and believers alike. While Christians cannot
produce faith in dead hearts, they can knock down faulty arguments against the Christian message and
make a positive argument for the Christian faith. The apologetic task is to make the case for the
Christian claim and let the Spirit do the work of faith by presenting the gospel to the skeptic.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 14
M
T
W
R
F
S

James 2:1-13
Matthew 10:40-42
Zechariah 7:8-14
Exodus 22:20-26
Hebrews 2:11-18
Jeremiah 2:13-19
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2 Samuel 9:1-11
Romans 3:19-22
Mark 12:41-44
Philemon 1-25
Deuteronomy 24:17-21
Matthew 25:31-46

Parents’ Preview for September 22
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Gospel Acclamation
These responses are sung after the announcement of the Gospel (first music line) and after its reading
(second music line). We praise our crucified and risen Lord whose words we hear in the Gospel.
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