St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.

The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 5 & 6, 2020
Children of God Are: Undefeated.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Built on the Rock
Christian Worship 529
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M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.
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M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Joshua 4:1-9
Joshua’s memorial reminded the Israelites of the victories the LORD won for them.
When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Choose twelve
men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the
middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them
down at the place where you stay tonight.”
So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe,
and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of
you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve
as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them
that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the
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Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel
forever.”
So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had told Joshua; and they
carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. Joshua set up the twelve stones
that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the
covenant had stood. And they are there to this day.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 34 (see pg. 14)
The Lord delivers the righteous and gives them the victory.

Second Lesson

Revelation 7:1-8
Believers are sealed and will share in God’s victory on the Last Day.

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of
the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw another
angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the
four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or
the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of
those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.
From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben 12,000,
from the tribe of Gad 12,000,
from the tribe of Asher 12,000,
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000,
from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000,
from the tribe of Simeon 12,000,
from the tribe of Levi 12,000,
from the tribe of Issachar 12,000,
from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000,
from the tribe of Joseph 12,000,
from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. Alleluia.
Please stand
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Gospel
Matthew 16:13-20
Peter confessed with awe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the one who would defeat the devil.
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

Be seated
Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
Christian Worship 536

Hymn of the Day
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Sermon

Joshua 4:1-9
The Importance of Remembering

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

pg. 10

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Fight the Good Fight
Christian Worship 457
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Please stand
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

I Love Your Kingdom, Lord (stannzas 1 & 4)
Christian Worship 533
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Announcements
Postlude

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 14
M
T
W
R
F
S

James 2:1-13
Matthew 10:40-42
Zechariah 7:8-14
Exodus 22:20-26
Hebrews 2:11-18
Jeremiah 2:13-19

2 Samuel 9:1-11
Romans 3:19-22
Mark 12:41-44
Philemon 1-25
Deuteronomy 24:17-21
Matthew 25:31-46
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Psalm 34

Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed are they who take refuge in him.
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their cry.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.
Refrain
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
The LORD redeems his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musician

Lynn Kozlowski, organ

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Matt and Jenny Bahr in celebration of their 11 th wedding
anniversary.

In Our Prayers
•

Dorothy Felsing, hospitalized at Froedtert.
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The Mission of our Church
As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s,
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the
light of his grace.
st

As 21 century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the
light of God’s love by:

Pastors
Pastor Joel Leyrer
joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org
Pastor Eric Schroeder
eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
Pastor Kyle Bitter
kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org
Chinese Outreach Pastor

Making worship of our Savior the
top priority in our lives

Pastor Joshua Yu
joshua.yu@sjtosa.org

Growing in our faith through daily
contact with God’s Word

School Principal

Fostering Christian friendships for
mutual encouragement and support

Mr. Dan Markgraf
dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org
Church Office

Using our unique gifts to glorify God
and serve God’s people
Sharing the good news of God’s
forgiving love with others

7809 Harwood Ave
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-7831
church@sjtosa.org
School Office

Worship Services

Worship in Chinese

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

sjtosa.org
sjtosa.org

1278 Dewey Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 258-4214
school@sjtosa.org

