St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Large print service folders are available from an usher.

Worship Notes
•

The flowers are placed by Matt and Jenny Bahr in celebration of their 10 th
wedding anniversary.

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2019-2020 Sunday school and
teen Bible study teachers: Kathy Hobler (K3); Marlie Campbell and Chloe Todor
(K4); Brittany Rusch and Jen Wolf (K5); Rachel Kostrzewa (1st & 2nd grades);
Kurt Kostrzewa (3rd & 4th grades); Kim Dvorachek and Jessica Moeller (5th – 7th
grades); and Brian & Sarah Meeuwsen (teens).

•

We thank the following for serving as St. John’s 2019-2020 Chinese teachers:
Mary Groth and Kurt Meingast.

In Our Prayers
•

Opal Hackbarth and Bob Schoeneck, convalescing after recent hospital stays.

•

Lauren Beck (WLHS sophomore and St. John’s school graduate), hospitalized at
Children’s.

Unity Sunday
September 8, 2019
Unity Amidst Division

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

From All That Dwell Below the Skies (see pg. 12)
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M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.



A quick scan of the gymnasium this morning reveals the many differences among the members of
St. John’s. Some are young; others are only young at heart. Some work in offices; others work in
factories. For many, English is their first and only language; others are more comfortable speaking
Mandarin. In spite of these differences and all the things that could separate and divide us, we stand
united. As Christians, we are united by a common faith and we share a common goal. And we gather
for worship on this special occasion to celebrate the unity that is ours through faith in Jesus Christ.
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Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as
a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
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The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation is invited to immediately
repeat the refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray:
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence
and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to
you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated
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THE WORD
First Lesson

2 Kings 11:1-3, 12-18
Sin brought division to even the royal family of Judah.

When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the
whole royal family. But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash son
of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes, who were about to be murdered. She put
him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not killed. He remained hidden
with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while Athaliah ruled the land.
Jehoiada brought out the king’s son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the
covenant and proclaimed him king. They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted,
“Long live the king!”
When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people, she went to the people at the
temple of the LORD. She looked and there was the king, standing by the pillar, as the custom was. The
officers and the trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and
blowing trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her robes and called out, “Treason! Treason!”
Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders of units of a hundred, who were in charge of the
troops: “Bring her out between the ranks and put to the sword anyone who follows her.” For the priest
had said, “She must not be put to death in the temple of the LORD.” So they seized her as she reached the
place where the horses enter the palace grounds, and there she was put to death.
Jehoiada then made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people that they would be the
LORD’s people. He also made a covenant between the king and the people. All the people of the land
went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed the altars and idols to pieces and killed
Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altars.
Then Jehoiada the priest posted guards at the temple of the LORD.
Response to the Word
In Unity and Peace (see pg. 13)
The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation
will immediately repeat the refrain and subsequently sing the refrain as indicated in bold.
Second Lesson
Ephesians 6:10-20
God’s Word brings division, but it also equips us to fight against sin and evil.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm
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then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this,
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on
all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the saints.
Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly
make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare
it fearlessly, as I should.
Response to the Word
Adult Choir

Oh, Come, Let Us Sing Unto the Lord
by David W. Music

Oh, come, let us sing unto the Lord, let us shout to the Rock of our salvation,
Let us come before the Lord with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song.
Oh, come, let us sing, let us shout to the Rock of our salvation.
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hands are the depths of the earth, and the mountains belong to him.
The sea is his, and he made it; his hand form’d the dry ground.
Come, let us worship and bow down, kneel before the Lord our maker,
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture.
Oh, come, let us sing unto the Lord, let us shout to the Rock of our salvation,
Let us come before the Lord with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song.
Oh, come, let us sing, let us shout to the Rock of our salvation.
Please stand
Gospel

Luke 12:49-53
Jesus warns that he has come to bring division even within families.

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a
baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace
on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided against each
other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
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M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
arranged by Linda Moeller

Response to the Word
Children’s Choir

I am Jesus’ little lamb; ever glad at heart I am,
For my shepherd gently guides me, knows my needs and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, even calls me by my name.
Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, he bids me go where the quiet waters flow.
Who so happy as I am, even now the shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended, by his angel hosts attended,
He shall fold me to his breast, there within his arms to rest.
Hymn of the Day
If God Himself Be For Me (see pg. 14)
Stanzas 1, 2 & 7: all; stanzas 3 & 5: women; stanzas 4 & 6: men
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Sermon

John 3:14-17
Eucatastrophe

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone
who believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.”



Hymn of the Day: The hymn of the day is generally viewed as the “teaching” or “liturgical” hymn of
the worship service. This hymn usually has the deepest theological text as compared to the rest of the
hymns in the service. It is most closely connected to the Gospel and is specifically chosen to reinforce
the congregation’s understanding of the Gospel which was just read.
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Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory
Adult Handbell Choir

As the Deer
arranged by Susan Geschke

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.
Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield, to you alone will my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.
I want you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver and the apple of my eye. Refrain
You’re my friend and you’re my Father even though you are my King.
I love you more than any other, so much more than anything. Refrain
Installation of Sunday School and Chinese teachers
pg. 9

Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Our God in heaven, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we thank you for the precious Christian
fellowship we are now enjoying in your name.
C:

We thank you for the privilege of worshiping you, the true and only God.

M:

Heavenly Father, give us all a sincere longing to assemble in your name, to worship you, and
to be edified by the preaching and teaching of your Word.

C:

We thank you for the privilege of hearing your Word by which we grow in faith toward a
better understanding of your love.

M:

Lord Jesus Christ, help us to cling to you in true faith as our Savior and Lord.

C:

We thank you for loving us and redeeming us from our sins with your own precious
blood.

M:

Holy Spirit, open our hearts to the Word of truth spoken here today. Cause us to mature in our
faith and give us a deeper love for our God and for one another.

C:

We thank you for giving us the grace to praise you continually with our whole lives. Give
us a desire only for those things which are righteous and good.

M:

Lord God, grant us the gifts of patience, kindness, and gentleness that we may help family and
neighbor, that we may be forgiving, and that we may live in peace with all people.

C:

We thank you for bringing us together to lift our voices in praise. Bless us as we glorify
you and comfort and strengthen one another.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

We thank you for this opportunity to gather around your Word as one Christian family. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of
saints and angels to sing your praise forever.

C:

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

pg. 10

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound (see pg. 16)
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Hymn

Please stand
M:

God our Father, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be one. Make your Church one
with him as he is one with you, so that in unity and peace we may carry the message of your
love to the world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all
hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself
by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
The Church’s One Foundation (see pg. 17)
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Closing Hymn

Announcements
Following the service, refreshments will be served in the commons area.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Lectors

Pastor Eric Schroeder
Pastor Joshua Yu

Musicians

Lynn Kozlowski, piano
Hannah Braun & Rachel Wendland, violin
Christian Willick, vocals

Adult Choir Director

Dr. William Braun

Children’s Choir Director

Mandy Treder

Handbell Choir Director
Greeters

Kristi Meyer
Paul Katzer, Barbara Weihing, Dave & Wendy Close
Jes & Susan Mariscal, Matt & Renee Pastorek

Head Ushers

Jon Johnson and Michael Schneider

AV Operators

Dan Schmal, Lyle Haferman
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Sunday Bible Classes
New Sunday Bible classes and Sunday school begin next Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Christian Apologetics
Taught by Dr. Michael Berg (Wisconsin Lutheran College) in the Fellowship Hall
Christian Apologetics can be described as “defending the faith using reason.” The biblical mandate for
apologetics comes from 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason (apologia) for the hope that you have.” Yet there is more to the story. Apologetics is a
ministry of caring: we care about the doubts of skeptics and believers alike. While Christians cannot
produce faith in dead hearts, they can knock down faulty arguments against the Christian message and
make a positive argument for the Christian faith. The apologetic task is to make the case for the
Christian claim and let the Spirit do the work of faith by presenting the gospel to the skeptic.

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class
Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room
This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and
supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since
it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and nonmembers to attend.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 13
M
T
W
R
F
S

Mark 1:21-28
2 Kings 20:1-7
James 5:13-18
Matthew 9:35-38
Mark 5:22-43
Luke 4:38-44

Isaiah 42:1-8
Isaiah 38:9-20
Acts 9:31-42
Matthew 9:27-34
Matthew 8:14-17
Isaiah 35:5-10
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