St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 7 & 8, 2018
Jesus Lives: To Bring Peace

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom (see pg. 15)
Christian Worship Supplement 722

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.



Paschal Candle: The Paschal Candle, the large candle standing near the baptismal font, symbolizes
the living presence of Christ. It is lit during the Easter season and whenever there is a baptism or
funeral. The Paschal Candle serves as a visual reminder of the close connection between Jesus’
resurrection and our new lives as Christians.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Refrain

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.
Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance
of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Acts 26:19-29
Paul proclaims the peace that Jesus’ resurrection brings.

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in
Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they
should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. That is why the Jews seized
me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand
here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said
would happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light
to his own people and to the Gentiles.”
At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted.
“Your great learning is driving you insane.”
“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable.
The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this
has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?
I know you do.”
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?”
Paul replied, “Short time or long – I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me
today may become what I am, except for these chains.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 16
The LORD’s presence brings peace.
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Keep me safe, O God,
for in you I take refuge.
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
apart from you I have no good thing.
I have set the LORD always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Refrain
My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
You have made known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 15:12-22
Because Christ has been raised from the dead, he brings resurrection and peace to all believers.
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that,
we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ
from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope
in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
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But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

John 20:19-31
Jesus proves his resurrection and brings peace.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that
he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
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A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.”
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in
this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day
O Sons and Daughters of the King
stanzas 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9: all ; stanzas 2 & 6: women; stanzas 4 & 8: men
Christian Worship 165
Sermon

John 20:19-31
These Words Are Written . . . to Bring You Peace

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again
Christian Worship 158
Lord, You I Love With All My Heart
Christian Worship 434
I Come, O Savior, to Your Table
Christian Worship 310

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name (stanzas 1 & 3)
Christian Worship 211

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musicians

Lisa Eggebrecht, piano (Saturday)
Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Jon Johnson, Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Keith Hackbarth, Adam Sipe, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM)

Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM)
Deb Fitzsimmons, John Frailing, Sue Freedlund, Kathryn Hendee (8:00 AM)
Sally Parker, Mary Perez, John & Julie Rader (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers
•
•
•
•

Ed Herwig, hospitalized at Elmbrook
Dorothy Felsing, now convalescing at the Lutheran Home
Cheryl Thompson, released from the hospital this week and recovering at home
Dan Eick, scheduled for surgery on Thursday

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988
Augsburg Publishing House.
“Psalm 16” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom” Text © 1995 Concordia Publishing House. Tune © 2008
Northwestern Publishing House
“Oh, Taste and See” Tune Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member of the
body of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament. As I leave the table,
empower me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen.

Readings for the Week of Easter 2
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Acts 10:34-43…..………………………………………... Luke 24:13-35
Acts 13:16a, 26-33…….….……………………………….Luke 24:36-47
Acts 3:12-20………………………………………….……John 21:1-14
Acts 8:26-40……………………………………………….Matthew 28:16-20
1 Peter 3:18-22………………………………………….…John 20:11-18
1 Peter 2:1-10……………………………………………...John 20:1-9
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Parents’ Preview for April 15
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Oh, Taste and See”
After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of
God and his eternal Word in “Oh, Taste and See” (based on Psalm 34:8 and Psalm 119:89-90).
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Sunday Bible Classes
A new Sunday Bible class begins next Sunday at 9:15 AM.
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

Christian Estate Planning Seminar
Taught by Christian Giving Counselor Rick Kneser in the Fellowship Hall
April 15
WELS Christian giving counselor Rick Kneser will present a special one-week Christian estate
planning seminar covering the topics of wills, trusts, powers of attorney, and more. Proper planning
gives adults of all ages peace of mind, minimizes taxes, provides for loved ones – sometimes through an
income for life for you or your heirs – and can support the Lord’s work. Free follow-up consultations
are available.

Worship While You Work
Taught by Pastor Eric Schroeder in the Fellowship Hall
April 22 – May 20
What do you do? When people ask you this question, they are usually talking about work. How you
answer says a lot about you: where you spend the majority of your time, what provides for your
livelihood, and what you might be especially good at. Your work and how you view it, however, doesn't
just relate to your time and income. It has much to do with your Christian faith and life. This
5-week series will explore the origins of work, the challenges of work, the opportunities that work
offers, among other aspects. We will also be reminded not to worship work, but to worship while we
work. All are invited, whether employers, employees, homemakers, students, or retirees.
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