St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will
fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders,
and children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of
the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship
service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room
and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that
the Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege
reserved for those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore,
we ask guests who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain
from communion until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be
exclusive and unloving. Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of
Scripture and further explore God’s Word with you in the hope that we may
eventually enjoy such “communion fellowship” together. For more information,
please speak with one of our pastors.

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 22 & 23, 2017
Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to give us proof and peace.

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
Christian Worship 157

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.



Sundays of Easter: Although Easter Sunday is a single day on the church year calendar, the
celebration of our Savior’s resurrection continues throughout the Easter season. This season is fifty days
long (seven weeks, or a “week of weeks”) and consists of the eight Sundays from Easter to Pentecost.
The season of Easter is the oldest season in the church year, referred to in church writings as early as
the 3rd century.
The Sundays of Easter remind us that Easter is more than just an isolated festival. Instead, it is a
continued celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and victory over Satan. The liturgical color
for Easter is white, reflecting the joy and purity of the risen Christ. Gold is an alternate color for Easter,
symbolizing riches, victory, and royalty.
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Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. Refrain (stanza 1)
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. Refrain (stanza 2)
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3)

Refrain:

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Kyrie: The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used as
a response by the Christian church since ancient times. We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for
forgiveness to the triune God. The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked.
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The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation will immediately repeat the
refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold.

Refrain:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain (sung twice)
Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.
Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance
of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Acts 10:34a, 36, 39-43
Peter testifies to the truth of the resurrection and the forgiveness it offers.

Then Peter began to speak: “You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.
“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed
him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen – by us who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 16
We find peace and safety in the arms of our God.

Faithful God, I look to you, you alone my life and fortune,
never shall I look to other gods, you shall be my one hope. Refrain
From of old you are my heritage, you my wisdom and my safety,
through the night you speak within my heart, silently you teach me. Refrain
So my heart shall sing for joy, in your arms I rest securely,
you will not abandon me to death, you shall not desert me. Refrain
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Second Lesson

1 Peter 1:3-9
Though we may suffer for a time, we have peace in Christ’s resurrection

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have
come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may
be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

John 20:19-31
Although we have not seen Jesus, we too believe.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that
he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.”
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Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.”
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in
this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 3 & 4

Oh, How I Love Jesus
arranged by Walter Ehret

Oh, how gracious is the Lord!
On the cross he shed his blood,
Dying for the lost and lone.
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
He alone rules life and death!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
He lay in the tomb three days;
Shout to God your endless praise!
Angels rolled away the stone.
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
He alone rules life and death!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Hymn of the Day

O Sons and Daughters of the King
Christian Worship 165
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Sermon

1 Peter 1:3-9
Live in Hope and Joy

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory (10:30 AM)
Junior Handbell Choir

Thy Word
arranged by Peggy Bettcher

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, still you're there right beside me.
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
I will not forget your love for me and yet my heart forever is wandering.
Jesus, be my guide, and hold me to your side, I will love you to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose from the
dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all who
believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his victory over the grave, our
Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, and the payment for sin
complete. We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. We marvel at the depth
of your love. We stand in awe of your power. We are humbled by the compassion you have
shown our fallen race.
Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to live a life worthy
of your name. The Lord Jesus lives!
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 15 of the service folder.
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Distribution Hymns

His Battle Ended There
Christian Worship 146
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 756
O Living Bread from Heaven
Christian Worship 314

Please stand

M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks (stanzas 1 & 3)
Christian Worship 154

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have
given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine.
Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Kiara Ristow, piano
Carolyn Sachs, vocals

Junior Handbell Choir Director

Julie Handeland

Luther Prep Brass Choir Director

Nate Kieselhorst

Communion Assistants

Bill Dittman, Kerry Kuehn, Greg Martin (8:00 AM)
Jeff Scheibe, Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Doug Knuth (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 AM); Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)

Greeters

Barbara Weihing & Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Holly Curtis & Mary Perez and Jessica Gromacki & Kathryn Hendee (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers


Alice Sebald, convalescing at the Village at Manor Park, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee
Falls Health Care Center and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.



Asher Seubert, son of Craig and Jenelle, neé Rebillot, Seubert, was baptized in a private
ceremony on Saturday, April 22. Serving as sponsors are Jim and Angel Welniak.

Parents’ Preview for April 30
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“This is the Feast”
During the Easter season (Sundays through May 28 this year), Christian Worship 265 serves as the song
of praise after the Confession of Sins. It is particularly appropriate to sing during the Easter season as
we celebrate the victory of Christ the Lamb of God and look forward to his eternal heavenly reign.

to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Refrain
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Readings for the Week of Easter 2
M
T
W
TH
F
S

2 Timothy 1:6-10..………………………………………… Ezekiel 36:22-27
2 Timothy 2:1-5…………………………………………… Colossians 2:9-15
1 Peter 1:22-25…………………………………………….. John 5:1-14
1 Timothy 1:12-17…………………………………………. 2 Kings 5:1-19a
1 Peter 1:3-9……………………………………………….. Romans 6:3-11
John 2:1-10………………………………………………… 1 John 2:12-17

Acknowledgements
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved
Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.
Jesus, the Compassion of God (Kyrie and Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc.
“Psalm 16” Music Marty Haugen © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.
“Oh, How I Love Jesus” Text © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public
domain.
“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.
“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988
Augsburg Publishing House.
Reprinted under CCLI #11141903, all rights reserved
“Thy Word” Text © 1984 Word Music, LLC.

pg. 19

