St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the
center aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an
usher.



Please join us for Bible study at 9:15 AM.
A Lutheran Look at the Epistle of First Peter: Fellowship Hall, lower level of
church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church

The Third Sunday of Easter
April 29 & 30, 2017
Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to restore our hope.

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

God Has Spoken by His Prophets (Saturday & 10:30 AM)
Christian Worship 281
We Praise You, Lord (8:00 AM)
Christian Worship 301

Affirmation of Holy Baptism (8:00 AM)
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.
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and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

to Refrain
to Refrain
to Stanza 4
to Refrain
to Final Refrain
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of
eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Acts 24:10-21
Paul’s hope while on trial comes from the resurrection.

When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of years
you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense. You can easily verify that no
more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. My accusers did not find me arguing
with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. And
they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me. However, I admit that I worship
the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees
with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, and I have the same hope in God as these men, that
there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. So I strive always to keep my
conscience clear before God and man.
“After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor and to
present offerings. I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing this. There
was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance. But there are some Jews from the
province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring charges if they have anything against me.
Or these who are here should state what crime they found in me when I stood before the Sanhedrin –
unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: ‘It is concerning the resurrection of
the dead that I am on trial before you today.’ ”
Psalm of the Day (Saturday)

Psalm 118
Christian Worship, pg. 108
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Psalm of the Day (Sunday)

Psalm 118
Our salvation and hope is in the LORD.

The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! Refrain
I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.
I will give you thanks for you answered me; you have become my salvation. Refrain
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;
The LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Second Lesson

1 Peter 1:17-21
Our hope is in God, who raised Christ from the dead.

Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers
here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the
world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised
him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Our hearts were burning within us while
he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia.
Please stand
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After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Gospel

Luke 24:13-35
The resurrection gives us hope that God’s other promises will also be fulfilled.

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they
were kept from recognizing him.
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a
visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
“What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God
and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they
crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is
more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went
to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a
vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther.
But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went
in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to
them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They
asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scriptures to us?”
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the
two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the
bread.
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Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Adult Choir

The Lord is Risen Indeed!
edited by Hal H. Hopson

The Lord is ris’n indeed! Hallelujah!
Now Christ is risen from the dead,
And become the firstfruit of them that slept. Hallelujah!
Christ did arise! Hear it, ye righteous! Hear it, O ye dead!
He rose, he burst the bars of death and triumphed o’er the grave. Then I rose.
Then first humanity triumphant passed the crystal ports of light, and seized eternal youth.
Now we sing of endless joy, heaven, all lavish of strange gifts to us.
Thine’s all the glory. Life’s an endless bliss.
Hymn of the Day

This Joyful Eastertide
Christian Worship 160

Sermon (Saturday)

John 10:11-18
Our Good Shepherd

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not
the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one
shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to
take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
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Sermon (Sunday)

1 Peter 1:17-21
You Don’t Belong Here

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
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Prayer of the Church for Easter
M:
O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C:

Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

M:

In your compassion, you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the
lost.

C:

Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.

M:

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us
confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C:

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory
and praise.

M:

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those
around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and
our treasures.

C:

Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

M:

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the
dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come
before you and say:

C:

Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Be seated
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
Christian Worship Supplement 737 (see pg. 12)

Hymn

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s
holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Abide, O Dearest Jesus
Christian Worship 333

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002, Kermit Moldenhauer.
“This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg
Publishing House.
“The Lord Is Risen Indeed!” Text based on 1 Corinthians 15.
“To God Be the Glory” Text and tune public domain.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Seminary Student Jake Brohn (Saturday)
Pastor Eric Schroeder (Sunday)

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musicians

Carolyn Sachs, piano (Saturday)
Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)

Head Ushers

Matt Bahr (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM)
Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


Ariana Chavez, daughter of Cirilo and Katie, neé Qualmann, Chavez, will have her baptism
affirmed during the 8:00 AM service. Serving as sponsors are Amy Qualmann and Cesar Ines.

In Our Prayers


Alice Sebald, convalescing at the Village at Manor Park, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee
Falls Health Care Center and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home.

Readings for the Week of Easter 3
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ephesians 4:17-24…..……………………………………. Job 38:1-11
Ephesians 4:25-32…….….………………………………. Job 42:1-10
1 John 4:7-14……………………………………………... Isaiah 65:17-19, 23-25
Acts 17:22-32…………………………………………….. Colossians 1:15-18
2 Corinthians 5:16-21…………………………………….. Romans 8:18-23
Romans 1:18-25…………………………………………...Revelation 21:1-5
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Parents’ Preview for May 7
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“To God Be the Glory” refrain
(Christian Worship 399)

pg. 15

