St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!


It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word
will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in
knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.



Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening
devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,
are also available from an usher.



Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack
in the entry area.



Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back
of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the
worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the
mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery.



Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.



As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center
aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.



Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.
Exploring Faith and Science: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church
Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church
A staffed nursery is available during Bible class.

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 12 & 13, 2017
Summer in Rome: Chosen

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

What God Ordains Is Always Good (Saturday & 8:00 AM)
Christian Worship 429
See This Wonder in the Making (10:30 AM)
Christian Worship 300

Holy Baptism (10:30 AM)
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Christian Worship, pg. 12
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants who come to you in
Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the
blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

1 Kings 3:5-12
Solomon valued spiritual wealth over earthly treasure.

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he
was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.
“Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am
only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people
you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this
great people of yours?”
The LORD was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked
for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and
discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.”
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 119b (see pg. 11)
We find spiritual wealth in the decrees and precepts of the L ORD.

Second Lesson
Romans 8:28-30
God’s surprising grace chose us and gave us the ultimate spiritual wealth.
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.



Psalm: Use of the psalms in worship dates back to the Old Testament, where the common recitation
of the Psalter (book of psalms) served to unite the Jews scattered across the lands. The Psalter was the
first hymnbook of the early Christians. For more information on the Psalm of the Day, see pg. 17 of
Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
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Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

Matthew 13:44-52
Jesus’ parables teach us to seek spiritual wealth and to share this wealth with others.

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of
great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of
heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day

My God Will Never Leave Me
Christian Worship 418

Sermon

Romans 8:28-30
Chosen for Good

Please stand
Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
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THANKSGIVING
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church for the Sundays After Pentecost
M:
Father, we thank you that you have released us from the law and that we now belong to Christ.
C:

Help us to always serve you in the new life of the Spirit and bear fruit for you.

M:

Father, we thank you for all that you do to provide us with our daily bread. Be with those who
work to grow the fruits of the earth that you have given us for food.

C:

Give them favorable weather and a successful harvest. Allow the fruits of their labor to
provide for the needs of the many who rely on them.

M:

Father, we thank you for our nation and the many freedoms that you have provided for us here.
Guide our leaders to serve us with integrity.

C:

Be with those who defend our freedoms in the armed forces, as well as those who protect
our freedoms closer to home.

M:

Father, we thank you for the seasons and the means to travel the earth that you have given us.
Keep safe all who journey, whether by land, sea, or air.

C:

Bring them safely to their destinations and see them safely home again.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Father, we thank you for the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us. We join our prayer
with their unending prayers before your throne.

C:

Bring us one day with them to the feast of joy that has no end in the kingdom of your
Son. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated
Hymn

Your Kingdom, O God (see pg. 12)
Christian Worship Supplement 755

Please stand
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

Take My Life and Let It Be
Christian Worship 469

Announcements
WELS Connection

Christian Aid and Relief

Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“O Taste and See” by Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 119b” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public
domain.

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 10
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18……………………………………… Proverbs 8:1, 11-21
Luke 16:10-13……………………………………………. Proverbs 16:1-9
James 3:13-18…………………………………………….. 1 Peter 3:1-6
1 Timothy 4:12-16………………………………………... 1 Kings 3:16-28
Matthew 10:16-23………………………………………... Matthew 13:44-46
Luke 12:54-59……………………………………………. Luke 12:42-48
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Psalm 119b

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;
then I will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and I will keep your law
and obey it will all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight. Refrain
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your Word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.
How I long for your precepts!
Preserve my life in your righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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Serving at Worship
Minister

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Musician

Lisa Eggebrecht, organ

Head Ushers

Greeters

Mark Naumann (Saturday)
Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM)
Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)
Deb Fitzsimmons & Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Matt & Jenny Bahr and Barb Bergquist & June Krueger (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes


The altar flowers are placed by Dave and Monica Gnat in celebration of their 27 th anniversary
and in thanks for God’s blessings.



The standard flowers are placed by Lyle and Cynthia Haferman in celebration of the baptism
of their granddaughter, Thea.



Thea Haferman, daughter of Ben and Dorothee, neé Sullivan, Haferman will be baptized
during the 10:30 AM service. Serving as sponsor is Alysse Haferman.

In Our Prayers


Lucile Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home and Alice Sebald in hospice care at
Heritage Deer Creek.



John Ellenberger at Care-Age of Brookfield.
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Parents’ Preview for August 20
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)
The Nunc Dimittis (coming from the Latin for “Now dismiss”) quotes the words of Simeon as he held
the baby Jesus in the temple. It is sung after the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. As Simeon saw the
promised Messiah, we also see Jesus in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. Although the Lord’s
Supper has ended, its shared unity continues as we depart from the church building into the world.
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