St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 18 & 19, 2018
A Christian’s Calling: Wise in the Word

Prelude
Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza

Thy Strong Word (Saturday & 8:00 AM)
Christian Worship 280
We Praise You, Lord (10:30 AM)
Christian Worship 301

Holy Baptism (10:30 AM)

Christian Worship, pg. 12

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son

C:

Amen.

and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray:
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence
and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to
you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C:

Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Proverbs 9:1-6
The simple are invited to walk in the way of wisdom to be saved.

Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars.
She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine; she has also set her table.
She has sent out her maids, and she calls from the highest point of the city.
“Let all who are simple come in here!” she says to those who lack judgment.
“Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed.
Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding.”
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Psalm of the Day
Blessed is the one who is saved and delights in the wisdom and law of the LORD.

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Refrain
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Psalm 1

Second Lesson

Ephesians 5:15-20
The Spirit and the Word provide the wisdom we need to be saved.

Be very careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will
is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia.
Please stand
Gospel

John 6:51-58
Seemingly foolish words of Jesus provide the wisdom we need to be saved.

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?”
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of
the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from
heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.”
M:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
Christian Worship 185
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Sermon

Ephesians 5:15-20
Watch Your Step

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Offertory (10:30 AM)
Faculty Choir

Walk With the Lord
by Doug Besig and Nancy Price

Walk with the Lord. Go from this place,
Filled with his everlasting grace.
Walk with the Lord. Go where he leads,
Blessed by his love and his peace.
Each day you live, in all you do,
Let the light of Christ be found in you.
Walk with the Lord. Trust and obey.
Go and serve him in faith. Amen.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord God, we pray for students, teachers, and parents as we begin another school year.
Through your Holy Spirit, give all students the gifts of wisdom and understanding.
C:

We thank you, Lord, that we are able to provide a thorough instruction in your Word for
the children of this congregation.

M:

Grant grace to all teachers that they may share their knowledge with gentleness, patience, and
concern for their students.

C:

We thank you, Lord, for giving us devout Christian teachers who give generously of their
time and efforts in the blessed work of teaching your lambs.
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M:

Grant grace to all parents that they may be filled with zeal to serve as Christian examples to
their children and bring them up in the fear and knowledge of the Lord.

C:

We thank you, Lord, for Christian homes where families desire spiritual nourishment
from your Word.

M:

Preserve us from the attitude that our learning days are over. Make us all eager students of
your Word. Give us humble minds to recognize our need to learn and faithful hearts to love
your instruction.

C:

We thank you, Lord, for this congregation where we hear and receive your Word in its
truth and purity.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M:

Abide with us all as we grow in your grace and knowledge.

C:

Make us eager to hear your Word and find delight in your commands. Amen.

Installation of New St. John’s Teachers (10:30 AM)

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect
life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the
grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith
until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder.
Distribution Hymns

Feed Your Children, God Most Holy
Christian Worship 616
How Firm a Foundation (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 768
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Christian Worship 309

Please stand
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M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Be seated
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Closing Hymn

Almighty Father, Bless the Word
Christian Worship 323

Announcements
Postlude
If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 13
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Mark 1:21-28…..……………………………………………Isaiah 42:1-8
2 Kings 20:1-7.…….….…………………………………….Isaiah 38:9-20
James 5:13-18………………………………………………Acts 9:31-42
Matthew 9:35-38…………………………………………...Matthew 9:27-34
Mark 5:22-43……………………………………………….Matthew 8:14-17
Luke 4:38-44………………………………………………..Isaiah 35:5-10
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion
May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and
condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen.

Personal Prayer for After Communion
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have
given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine.
Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Eric Schroeder

Presiding Minister

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Musician

Communion Assistants

Greeters

Dr. William Braun, piano (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday)
Cary Haakenson, Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Dave Allerheiligen, Brian Treichel, Scott Uecker (10:30 AM)
Mark & Jackie Bye, Sue Freedlund, John Frailing (8:00 AM)
Paula Rauth, Becky Rehborg, Mark & Cynthia Rouse (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Doug Knuth (Saturday)
Jon Johnson (8:00 AM)
Michael Schneider (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

Kenley Brynn Brown, daughter of Dane and Sara Brown, neé Koch, will be baptized during
the 10:30 AM service on Sunday. Serving as sponsors are Kim Ipsa and Kevin and Kami
Davis.

•

The flowers on the altar are given by David and Monica Gnat in celebration of their 28 th
wedding anniversary and blessings received.

•

The flowers on the standards are given by Ken Krahn for blessings received.

In Our Prayers
•

Mike Swenson, recovering at Froedtert Hospital from surgery on Friday.

•

Family and friends of former St. John’s member and one-year interim principal, Norbert
Manthe, who entered heaven on August 7 at the age of 91.
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Parents’ Preview for August 26
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“The Church’s One Foundation” (stanza 1)
Christian Worship 538
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