St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
August 4 & 5, 2018
A Christian’s Calling: Children of light

Prelude (Saturday)

Now Thank We All Our God
arranged by Phillip Keveren
By Faith
arranged by Keith Getty

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Savior, I Follow On
Christian Worship 473

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.



Sundays after Pentecost: The non-festival half of the church year begins on the first Sunday after
Pentecost: Trinity Sunday. Depending on the date of Easter, this season consists of 19 to 24 Sundays
(22 Sundays this year), with the Sundays of End Time counted separately. For more information on the
Sundays after Pentecost, see pg. 35 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack.
pg. 3

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.
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M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the
full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson
Exodus 16:2-20
The LORD feeds the Israelites physically but also urges them to seek spiritual feeding.
In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them,
“If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food
we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go
out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will
follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as
much as they gather on the other days.”
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So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the LORD
who brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because he has
heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” Moses also said,
“You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you
want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not
grumbling against us, but against the LORD.”
Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD, for he has
heard your grumbling.’ ”
While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and
there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud.
The LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you
will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD
your God.’ ”
That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around
the camp. When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.
When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was.
Moses said to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has
commanded: ‘Each one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an omer for each person you have in
your tent.’ ”
The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. And when they measured it
by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too
little. Each one gathered as much as he needed.
Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.”
However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was
full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.
Psalm of the Day

Second Lesson

Psalm 145 (see pg. 15)
The LORD satisfies all our needs – both physical and spiritual.

Ephesians 4:17-25
Because of our new life in Christ, we are physically and spiritually fed.

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the
futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity,
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a
continual lust for more.
You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were taught in
him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of
pg. 7

life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the
attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness.
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all
members of one body.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia.

Please stand
Gospel

John 6:24-35
Jesus feeds the people physically but also urges them to seek spiritual feeding.

Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and
went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get
here?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs
but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal
of approval.”
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Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”
Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’ ”
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven,
but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
“Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.”
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he
who believes in me will never be thirsty.”

Be seated
Hymn of the Day

I Know My Faith Is Founded
Christian Worship 403

Sermon

Ephesians 4:17-25
Jesus Changes the Pattern

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in our community and around the world, and our offerings are
a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically,
scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,
you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (see pg. 16)
Christian Worship Supplement 771
Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ
Christian Worship 401
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
Christian Worship 318

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (stanzas 1 & 2)
Christian Worship 402
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Psalm 145

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation will commend your works to another;
they will tell of your mighty acts.
The LORD upholds all those who fall
and lifts up all who are bowed down.
Refrain
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;
he hears their cry and saves them.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 11
M
T
W
TH
F
S

1 Timothy 2:1-7…………………………………………Deuteronomy 7:6-11
Nehemiah 4:1-15………………………………………..Exodus 17:8-15
1 Peter 2:13-16………………………………………….1 Kings 21:1-21, 27-29
Romans 13:1-7………………………………………….Jeremiah 29:1, 4-9
Jeremiah 18:1-6…………………………………………Deuteronomy 32:3-12
Romans 9:1-5……………………………………………Romans 11:25-32
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Pastor Joel Leyrer

Musicians

Communion Assistants

Head Ushers
Greeters

Jacob Alejandro & John Handeland, piano (Saturday)
Mandy Treder, organ (Saturday)
Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)
Jon Johnson, Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer (8:00 AM)
Adam Sipe, Jeff Scheibe Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM)
Matt Bahr (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM)
Mark & Mary Meissner, and Mary Rindfleisch (8:00 AM)
Bruce & Kary Ailey, and June Krueger (10:30 AM)

In Our Prayers
•

John Stearns, upon his entrance into our congregation through confirmation in a private
ceremony on Wednesday.

•

Tom Seuss, recovering at home from hip replacement surgery.
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Parents’ Preview for August 12
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

“Oh, Taste and See”
After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of
God and his eternal Word in “Oh, Taste and See” (based on Psalm 34:8 and Psalm 119:89-90).
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