
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.  

Christian Counterculture: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Prophecies of End Times: School Lecture Hall, across the street 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 



The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 10 & 11, 2016 

 

Promises Made: God’s kingdom gives us strength and courage 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship (8:00 AM)  Away in a Manger 

Grade K5 

 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

Call to Worship (10:30 AM)  Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

Grades K3 & K4 and Congregation 

 

K3/4: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

C: While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

 Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

 

K3/4: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

C: The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 

 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

 

K3/4: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

C: Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born; 

 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 

K3/4: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  
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Opening Hymn Praise the Almighty! My Soul, Adore Him (Saturday & 8:00 AM) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 235 

 

 See This Wonder in the Making (10:30 AM) 

 Christian Worship 300 

 

Holy Baptism (10:30 AM) Christian Worship, pg. 12 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance. 

Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10 

God will come to strengthen the feeble and save the faithful. 

 

 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

 Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

 The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

  they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.  
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 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, 

  “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; 

  with divine retribution he will come to save you.” 

 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

 Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

 In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. 

 The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; 

  wicked fools will not go about on it. 

 No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; 

  they will not be found there. 

 But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return. 

 They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

 Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 146 

Those who put their hope in the LORD are blessed. 

 

 Praise the LORD, O my soul. 

  I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

 

 Do not put your trust in princes, 

  in mortal men, who cannot save. 

 

 Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. Refrain 

 

 The LORD gives food to the hungry, 

  the LORD sets prisoners free.  
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 The LORD gives sight to the blind, 

  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

 The LORD watches over the outcast 

  and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 

 

 The LORD remains faithful forever. 

  He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

Second Lesson James 5:7-11 

James urges patience until the Lord’s coming. 

 

 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield 

its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand 

firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

 Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of 

Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion 

and mercy. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you. Alleluia. 
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 

John and his disciples doubt because appearances deceive. 

 

 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the 

one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame 

walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 

preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” 

 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go 

out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: 

 “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 

Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  

                                                           
 

 Matthew: The books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are classified as the Synoptic Gospels (meaning 

“seeing together”). They are very similar in language, material, and order of events. The author of the 

first Gospel is Matthew the apostle, a tax collector who answered Jesus’ call to follow him. He is also 

known as Levi in Mark and Luke’s gospels. 
 

Matthew was likely written to Greek-speaking Jews. He emphasizes Jesus as the fulfiller of Old 

Testament prophecy. The genealogy at the beginning of his book traces Jesus’ ancestry back to 

Abraham, thus establishing Jesus as a legitimate heir of David. Although Matthew was likely writing to 

Jewish readers, he also emphasizes the universality of God’s grace. This can be seen in the inclusion of 

four women in his genealogy of Jesus, the recounting of the visit by the Magi (Gentiles), and the 

extending of the Great Commission to all nations. 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Arise, O Christian People 

Christian Worship 14 

 

Sermon Isaiah 35:1-10 

Things Are Not As They Appear 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church for Advent 

M: O Jesus, Word of God made flesh, through whom the world was formed and by whose Word 

all things are upheld, we stand in humble awe and reverence at the great mystery of your 

incarnation. 

 

C: Our reason cannot comprehend how you, the Almighty Son of God, could be born of a 

woman and live here as our brother. 

 

M: But what we cannot understand with our minds, you have graciously enabled our hearts to 

accept by faith. 

 

C: We praise and thank you that through the Holy Spirit, you have directed our hearts to 

bow in faith before you. 

 

M: Through your Spirit, keep us in true repentance, that we may ever confess our sins and 

unworthiness and continually trust the sacrifice you made on the cross to save us. 

 

C: You are indeed our God who was made flesh; our sin-bearer and our substitute; our 

hope, our joy, and our peace.  

 

M: O Savior of the world, send the Holy Spirit to create faith through the gospel that all may find 

in you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

 

C: Fill us with your Holy Spirit and move us to share this saving message with those around 

us. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: As we anticipate your coming to the manger in Bethlehem, remind us also of your daily 

coming to us in Word and Sacrament and of your glorious coming on the last day. 

 

C: Our hearts long for that day when we will see you face to face. Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn  Prepare the Royal Highway (see pg. 12) 

  Christian Worship Supplement 702 

Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn As Angels Joyed with One Accord 

Christian Worship 5 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation  

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Carolyn Sachs, piano (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, piano (Sunday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday) 

 

Head Ushers Kerry Kuehn (Saturday)  

 Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)  

 Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Deb Fitzsimmons & Kathryn Hendee and Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 AM) 

 Holly Curtis & Mary Perez and Ron & Judy Felsing (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle honors those who were the first 

to share the Good News. We continue to share the good news in word and song as we 

celebrate around our star-topped Christmas trees. 

 

 William Reid Bartsch, son of Brian and Stacy, neé Smith, Bartsch, will be baptized 

during the 10:30 AM service. Serving as sponsors are Jacob and Kailyn Garro. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Family and friends of Doris Palubecki, who went to be with her Lord on Friday, 

December 2nd and whose Christian Victory service was held on Friday, December 9th. 

 

 Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home. 
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Parents’ Preview for December 18 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

This song of praise, sung immediately before the Words of Institution, echoes the words of the 

seraphim in Isaiah 6:3. It reminds us that one day, we will sing perfect praises to our God in heaven. 
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Readings for the Week of Advent 3 

 

M Matthew 11:11-15……………………………………… Luke 1:5-25 

T Matthew 3:1-11………………………………………… Luke 1:57-50 

W Luke 3:10-20…………………………………………… John 5:31-36 

TH John 1:6-9, 15, 16……………………………………… Hosea 14:5-9 

F John 1:29-34…………………………………………… 2 Timothy 4:5-8 

S Luke 7:29-35…………………………………………… Isaiah 62:1-3, 10-12 
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