St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Welcome to our visitors!
•

It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill
your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that
Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin.

•

Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area.

•

Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and
children’s worship notes are available from the ushers.

•

Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the
church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service
on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the
room adjacent to the nursery.

•

As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship
Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle.
Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher.

•

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the
Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for
those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests
who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion
until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving.
Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore
God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion
fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors.

The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany
February 3 & 4, 2018
Why Follow Jesus? He works in your life

Opening Hymn
Please stand to sing the final stanza
M:

The grace of our Lord
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Christian Worship 234

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Please kneel
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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Please stand

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care.

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Prayer of the Day
M:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our
ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are
pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

THE WORD
First Lesson

Job 7:1-7
Even in Job’s suffering, he recognized God’s work in his life.

“Does not man have hard service on earth?
Are not his days like those of a hired man?
Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man waiting eagerly for his wages,
so I have been allotted months of futility, and nights of misery have been assigned to me.
When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’
The night drags on, and I toss till dawn.
My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering.
My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come to an end without hope.
Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again.”
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Psalm of the Day (Saturday)
Psalm 103 (see pg. 16)
Praise the Lord – he redeems us and works in our lives.
Bless God’s Holy Name
by Kenneth T. Kosche

Psalm of the Day (Sunday)
Grades 3 & 4
Bless the Lord, O my soul, bless the Lord, O my soul;
Let all within me bless God’s holy name.
The Lord crowns my life with love;
God renews my strength like the eagle’s.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, bless the Lord, O my soul;
Let all within me bless God’s holy name.
Second Lesson

Romans 8:28-30
In all things, God works for good in our lives.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he
also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
Verse of the Day
M:
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Alleluia.
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Please stand
Gospel

Mark 1:29-39
Through healing and preaching, Jesus worked for good in the people’s lives.

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and
Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. So he went to
her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.
That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole
town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many
demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found
him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”
Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That
is why I have come.” So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out
demons.

Be seated
Anthem (Sunday)
Grades 3 & 4

Arise and Shine in Splendor
setting by David von Kampen

Arise and shine in splendor; let night to day surrender.
Your light is drawing near.
Above, the day is beaming, in matchless beauty gleaming;
The glory of the Lord is here.
Lift up your eyes in wonder – see, nations gather yonder
From sin to be set free.
The world has heard your story; her sons come to your glory;
Her daughters haste your light to see.
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Your heart will leap for gladness when from the realms of sadness
They come from near and far.
Your eyes will wake from slumber as people without number
Rejoice to see the Morning Star.
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Christian Worship 93

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Job 7:1-7
Faith Relieves Frustration

Please stand
Nicene Creed
C:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Offering
The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community
and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a
visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.
Please stand
Prayer of the Church
The minister says the Prayer of the Church.
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.
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M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.
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Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Be seated
To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.
Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.
Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.
Distribution Hymns

When Peace Like a River (see pg. 18)
Christian Worship Supplement 760
What God Ordains Is Always Good
Christian Worship 429
O Living Bread from Heaven
Christian Worship 314

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
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M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

Be seated
Closing Hymn

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Christian Worship 451

Postlude
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Serving at Worship
Preacher

Pastor Kyle Bitter

Presiding Minister

Seminary Student Jake Brohn (Saturday)
Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday)

Musician
Communion Assistants

Dr. William Braun, organ
Greg Martin, Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann (8:00 AM)
Adam Sipe, Mike Swenson, Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM)

Head Ushers

Kerry Kuehn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM)

Greeters

Mark & Mary Meissner, Chris Sturdevant, Sharon Vander Veen (8:00 AM)
Sally Parker, Mary Perez, John & Julie Rader (10:30 AM)

Worship Notes
•

The altar flowers are placed by Marlene Cox in grateful thanks to God for the blessing of her
church home, a loving family and countless friends in her life during the past 80 years.

In Our Prayers
•

Karen Beyer and Judy Lueck, both recovering from recent surgeries

•

Zachary Todor, hospitalized at Children’s Hospital

•

Kevin Travis, recovering from succesful hip replacement surgery
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Psalm 103

Praise the LORD, O my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
He forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
he redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with love and compassion.
Refrain
The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
Refrain
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As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
for he knows how we are formed,
he remembers that we are dust.
Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;
the wind blows over it, and it is gone.
But the LORD’s love is with those who fear him
from everlasting to everlasting.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved)
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
“Psalm 103” Tune Columba Kelly © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House.
“Bless God’s Holy Name” Text © 1997 Choristers Guild.
“Arise and Shine in Splendor” Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.
“When Peace Like a River” Text and tune public domain.
“Alleluia, Song of Triumph” Text public domain. Tune © 1967 Concordia Publishing House.
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Parents’ Preview for February 11
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,
or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their
children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.

Psalm 148 Refrain

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 5
M
T
W
TH
F
S

Matthew 13:36-43.……………………………………………….Daniel 2:1-23
Matthew 13:47-52…….….………………………………………Daniel 2:27-47
Matthew 13:31-35………………………………………………..Isaiah 7:1-9
Luke 12:54-59……………………………………………………1 Kings 22:2-28
1 Corinthians 1:18-25…………………………………………….Ezekiel 3:16-21
Luke 13:22-30……………………………………………………Isaiah 25:1-18
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